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An Interdisciplinary Reading of Shiraz and Farewell Shiraz Apply-
ing Westphal’s Theory
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Abstract

The present paper adopts the interdisciplinary approach of geocriticism and especially
the triple elements offered by Bertrand Westphal’s Theory, i.e. Multifocalization, Pol-
ysensoriality, and stratigraphic vision, to analyze two different literary genres, a novel
(Shiraz by Robert Hamburger) and a memoir (Farewell Shiraz by Cyrus Kadivar).
The investigation of the multifocalization in these works shows that a knowledge of
Shiraz, is better acquired through both local and foreign perspectives, while a unipo-
lar view of the place is proved to be an impediment to better understanding it. Even
though the most complete type of representation is possible by deploying different
senses, investigating Polysensoriality shows that despite the use of soundscapes and
the representation of the place through olfactory imagery, the visual representation
dominates both works. The third conceptual element is stratigraphy, which focuses
on the element of time in understanding and more closely representing the place.
Through showing the different time strata in Shiraz which are well represented in
both works, the continuity of cultural, historical and environmental factors in shaping
the unique character of Shiraz is maintained and gives it a postmodern feature. More-
over, the findings of the research show that representations are highly accurate due to
the presence of real references in the novel and despite its fictional nature.
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