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B Study and Representation of the Historic Panjeh-Shah
Neighborhood in Kashan

Ali Omranipour
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The physical and functional structure of the Panjeh-Shah neighborhood, as one of
Kashan’s oldest districts, has not been previously studied; this neighborhood developed
in a notable area east of Meidan-Kohneh quarter, west of Tamghachi-ha quarter and
north of the bazaar, featuring distinctive elements such as the Panjeh-Shah shrine.
This article endeavors to establish a theoretical framework and model for studying the
Panjeh-Shah neighborhood. Accordingly, previous studies regarding urban structure
and its transformations, as well as international charters and documents, have been
comprehensively examined. The research methodology is historical-interpretive,
focusing on the analysis of visual documents, historical texts, and field surveys. The
detailed study of neighborhood characteristics is particularly based on maps derived
from images from the 1950s and 2010s. The neighborhood has been studied along four
axes: main passages and neighborhood centers, historical fabric in 1950s imagery,
distinctive elements and their functional roles, and adjacent neighborhoods and their
notable features, examining both its original form and subsequent transformations.
The research demonstrates how the construction of streets such as Baba-Afzal and
Bab-al-Havaej has extensively altered the neighborhood’s historical structure. Without
studying the aforementioned maps, understanding the neighborhood’s historical form,
passages, centers, buildings, fabric, and its integration and continuity with the city
would be impossible; meanwhile, portions of the neighborhood center such as the
Panjeh-Shah shrine and water reservoir, sections of the neighborhood fabric south of
Panjeh-Shah passage and around Shisheh thoroughfare, as well as the bazaar and its
physical-functional characteristics in the southern part of the neighborhood remain
intact and retain their significance and value.

Keywords: Historic City, Kashan, Panjeh-Shah Neighborhood, Historic Urban Area.
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