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Abstract

Introduction: Culture is the common way of life, thought and action of human beings in a
society, and, popular culture includes customs and beliefs that have been formed in different
periods and are the origin of art, literature, culture, and in a word, the identity of a nation.
Therefore, it is necessary to understand and introduce popular culture in each period and
study its reflection in the artworks left.

Michael Riffaterre is one of the second-generation theorists of intertextuality, who, unlike
the first-generation theorists who focused more on productive intertextuality and theorizing,
deals with applied intertextuality. He gives an independent identity to intertextual reading,
and this causes him to propose two levels of reading, i.e., imitative reading and symbolic
reading. Imitative reading is formed based on the relationship that a text establishes with the
social and cultural context. However, the symbolic reading is based on the symbolic system
of the text. Based on these two types of reading which are complementary to each other, the
intercultural reading of texts also explains the possible pre-texts inside and outside the
culture of a text, and in addition to discovering the deep semantic layers of cultural aspects,
it also examines their possible pre-texts. Such a reading of the text is a useful tool for
popular culture studies, especially based on the literature and art of society.

In the Safavid period, we witness the acceptance of Shiism as the official religion of the
country, the formation of Iranian identity with the establishment of a powerful military, and
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the examination of the customs and culture of the predecessors, which were recorded and
reflected in the art and literature of this period, especially in Khorasan, which was ruled by
the prince. lbrahim Mirzai Safavid (964-984 A.H.), who is an important person in the
development of the culture and art of that time. Many manuscripts were illustrated in Prince
Ibrahim Mirza's art workshop in Mashhad. Unfortunately, a written collection of illustrated
manuscripts and artworks of the Mashhad school has not yet been introduced, and so far, no
research has been done on the analysis of cultural aspects in the paintings of this school. So.
the current research aims to study the illustrated manuscripts of the Mashhad School in the
era of Ibrahim Mirza Safavid, based on the reading opinions of Michael Riffaterre.

Main Questions: The main questions are: 1- what aspects of the popular culture during the
era of Ibrahim Mirza of the Safavid period, are evident in the initial reading of the texts of
the Mashhad School of Painting? 2-what are the possible verbal and visual pretexts of these
texts in the secondary intercultural reading?

Method: The research method is comparative-analytical. In the current research, the reading
of the body of studies based on Riffaterre's opinions is done on two levels. In the primary
reading, we will read the visible cultural elements in the phenomenal layer of the text and
study the definite pre-texts, and in the secondary reading, while examining the concepts and
dealing with the underlying layers, we will study the possible intra-cultural and extra-cultural
visual and verbal pre-texts. In addition, we will benefit from the research of Dr. Fazli (2012)
in the initial reading and determining examples of popular culture and we will analyze the
material, behavioral, and verbal traditions of the popular culture of the era of lbrahim Mirza
Safavid in selected paintings; Material traditions are the collection of artworks, objects,
goods, buildings and tools left over from the past and we can divide them into four
categories: tools, place and housing, clothing and food. Behavioral traditions are a set of
behaviors that are common among many people in society and are rooted in the system of
values and beliefs of the society and are in three groups: moral customs, ethnic ways,
customs, and habits. Verbal traditions: It is a collection of traditions that are expressed in the
form of words and sentences. These traditions are rooted in the beliefs, knowledge,
philosophies, values , and needs of a society.

The statistical society of the current research is focused on the illustrated manuscripts and
artworks of the Mashhad School. First, a preliminary list of the illustrated manuscripts of the
Mashhad School was prepared based on the available important documents and sources. We
considered their storage location information to determine the exact place or exact time of
illustrating each manuscript; especially the location matching of the manuscript (exact
mention of Mashhad or Khorasan as the place where the manuscript was written) as well as
the time of each manuscript, i.e. the time interval between 1556 and 1576 AD. From 964 to
984 AH, which are the years of Prince Ibrahim Mirza's rule in Mashhad, finally, we paid
attention to the features of the Mashhad school of painting mentioned in reliable documents
and sources. In the end, the main list of the manuscripts of the Mashhad school was
prepared. From the total number of illustrated artworks obtained, due to the requirements of
reading which gives a large amount of data and the limitation in examining all of them in this
research, finally, we chose three images from three different manuscripts or artworks to
study them.

Findings: In the current research, we studied the illustrated artworks of the Mashhad school
of painting, and while introducing them, we tried to answer the main questions of the
research based on Michael Riffaterre's opinions: 1- In the initial reading of the texts of the
Mashhad school of painting, what aspects of the popular culture of the Safavid era of
Ibrahim Mirza are evident? Is? 2- In secondary intercultural reading, what are the possible
verbal and visual pretexts of these texts? In response to the first question, it seems that many
traditions of the popular culture of the people of Khorasan in the era of Ibrahim Mirzai
Safavid have been expressed in this painting. Among them: the traditional clothes of men
and women, including the white headscarf for women and the white turban for men, which
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were used according to the hot and dry weather of Khorasan, customs and traditions such as
reception and hospitality, official music, hanging out in the garden, and using patterned
carpets and canopies. According to the painting principles common in this period, such as
Slimi, Khatai, Nilufer, Waq, and Garh are drawn in the decorations of the parts of the
painting. In addition, paying attention to religious rituals such as Hajj rituals, Ihram dress,
and the special display of Kaaba and Masjid al-Haram, along with the burning ritual of
Sophia, are among the cultural aspects reflected in the paintings of the Mashhad school.
Also, the acceptance of the Shia religion and respect for the Imam, especially in the shadow
of the presence of the Sharif shrine of Imam Reza in Mashhad, has received special attention,
as evidenced by history in this period, the Safavid kings paid special attention to Mashhad
and had the privilege of visiting this shrine. It was blessed, and the custom of pilgrimage and
observance of its customs are mentioned in his status. Other court customs include the royal
hunting ceremony with servants and hunting birds, and sports such as wrestling in a
traditional and Iranian competitive format are also among the cultural ceremonies shown in
the paintings. In response to the second question, the investigation of the internal and
external cultural pretexts of the objects mentioned in the selected image shows that the visual
and verbal pretexts of many of these objects, despite the differences in appearance and
appearance, were precedents in the cultural past of Iranians, and in other words, from these
aspects, popular culture has possible visual and verbal pre-texts within the culture. In
general, the intertextual reading of illustrated texts of the Mashhad school shows that many
cultural elements, including material, behavioral, and speech traditions, are often based on
possible pictorial pre-texts within Iranian culture, especially Great Khorasan during the era
of Ibrahim Mirza Safavid and reflected in the library of this art-loving prince. It reveals
many aspects of popular culture and the daily life of the people of that period.

Keywords: Safavid Era Art, Mashhad School of Painting, Popular Culture, Intertextuality of
Riffaterre, Intercultural Reading



