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Objective: the objective of this paper is to explore the problems of proposal 

structure of design-based master's thesis in architecture and provide a suggested 
practical model for architecture students to benefit from writing their proposal to 

develop a design project. 

Methods: the research method is a mixed exploratory approach. First, the Delphi 

method based on semi-structured interviews with the experienced faculty 

members who are also the members of Graduate Studies Council, as well as 

interviews with the Master students in architecture in 2020, were used to collect 

qualitative data to identify factors related to the pathology of the current situation 

and its improvement. In the next stage, a comparative study was conducted on 

the experience of 10 universities in designing proposals for the Master of 

Architecture program, and the results were synthesized from qualitative and 

quantitative data 

Results: The findings shows a liste of problems related to content/structure, 

administrave and formal/graphic issues in the current situation from various 

angles (Master students, faculty and graduate committee members). In the next 

step, the findings address the extracted common components of proposals in 

different universities and main priorities such as title, method, innovation aspect, 

background, questions, and bibliography in the proposal structure.  

Conclusion: By analyzing the proposal structure based on fundamental 

questions, this research provides a flexible proposed model based on fundamental 

research questions such as what, why, how, where (design place), and who 

(design audience), which includes the main content pillars necessary for research 

frameworks. 
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