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Objective: The purpose of this research is to identify the internationalization 

strategies of higher education in Iran's upstream documents. 

Methods: The current research was applied in terms of its purpose, and in terms of 

method, it was a mixed type of research (quantitative and qualitative). In the current 

research, thematic analysis and text analysis were used to identify the most 

important components and strategies. By reviewing the selected upstream 

documents, the relevant topics were analyzed and finally, the strategies of the 

Islamic Republic of Iran were identified in relation to this issue, while specifying 

the type of strategies (separated by human, infrastructural, financial, political and 

scientific), indicators were proposed to measure them.  

Results: A total of 33 strategies from these upstream documents were extracted 

from among the selected strategies from the point of view of Iranian experts, 

increasing the number of international congresses and also increasing the capacity 

to accept foreign students were the most important strategies for the 

internationalization of higher education. Also, among the identified strategies, there 

were 10 infrastructure strategies, 4 human development strategies, 4 political 

strategies, 3 scientific strategies, 1 financial strategy, and a number of strategies 

were combined, including 2 political-infrastructural strategies, 2 political-financial 

strategies, and 2 political strategies. - Human development, there were 3 scientific-

human development guides, 1 human-infrastructural development strategy and 1 

scientific-infrastructural strategy.  

Conclusion: Therefore, it can be concluded that taking advantage of scientific 

diplomacy in fields such as international scientific cooperation, carrying out joint 

scientific research projects, professor and student exchange programs, holding 

scientific meetings and seminars, trying to create a network of scientists and elites, 

and creating research and educational institutions.  
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