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ABSTRACT

The architecture of historical Iranian mosques has achieved a continuous identity over time.
With the change in cultural patterns and the trend towards modernism, they have suffered
a break in their physical identity. Mosques in the city of Kermanshah were built from the
Qajar to Pahlavi period by traditionalism and in the contemporary period with the
characteristics of modernism. The purpose of this research is to identify the types of
mosques in Kermanshah and investigate the effect of changing cultural patterns on their
architecture and collecting field and documentary information and descriptive-analytical
research methods. By studying traditional mosques, 8 mosques of the Qajar period and 4
mosques of the Pahlavi period can be checked. Considering the variety of species, 7 mosques
were selected and examined. The results showed that the types of mosques are a set of
cultural actions that convey concepts through representation in the body. Qajar mosques
generally have a nave and follow the three patterns of nave mosques with a courtyard,
mosques with a central courtyard with a cell and a porch, and mosques with a central
courtyard with a cell. This variation in style decreased in the Pahlavi period. In this period,
Shabistan mosques with a central courtyard with a cell and a porch and outward-looking
mosques were observed. Many elements of mosques, such as the entrance, courtyard,
tabernacle, mihrab, minaret, etc., were seen in Qajar and Pahlavi period mosques, which
shows the presence of traditionalism in the architecture of these mosques. The variety of
spaces and colors in Pahlavi period decorations are reduced and mosques are built in an
extroverted manner. Contemporary extrovert mosques were observed in four types:
traditional (local), traditional or traditional, classical, modern Islamic, contemporary or
eclectic modern, and the presence of modernists is observed in all these types.
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INTRODUCTION

Mosques have been one of the most important cultural places in Muslem society. The
body and architecture of mosques are an expression of the culture of that society. The
architecture of historical Iranian mosques has achieved a distinct and sustained identity
over time, which provides an index of the mosque's shape identity to its audience. With
the change in cultural patterns due to the tendency towards modernism, the physical
identity of contemporary mosques in Iran has been disrupted. In the city of
Kermanshah, from the Qajar period to the Pahlavi period, many mosques were built by
traditionalism, and in the contemporary period, they were the characteristics of
modernism and according to the existing needs of the society.

PURPOSE

The purpose of this research is to identify the distinctive and diverse types of mosques
in Kermanshah and to investigate the effect of changing cultural patterns on its
architecture of these types of mosques.

METHODOLOGY

Collecting information is field and document (library) and the research method is
descriptive-analytical. By studying traditional mosques, 8 mosques related to the Qajar
period and 4 to the Pahlavi period in Kermanshah can be checked. According to the
variety of species, 7 mosques were selected, and their classification, identification, and
typology were discussed.

FINDINGS

The results showed that the types of mosques are a set of cultural actions that convey
concepts through representation in the body. Investigations showed that common
elements are formed in the minds of the audience through the process of representing
cultural species. The Qajar mosques of Kermanshah generally have a nave and follow
the three patterns of nave mosques with a courtyard, mosques with a central courtyard
with a cell and porch, and mosques with a central courtyard with a cell. This variation
in style was reduced in the Pahlavi period and in this period, Shabestan mosques with
a central courtyard with a cell and a porch and extroverted mosques were observed.
Many elements of mosques, such as the entrance, courtyard, tabernacle, mehrab,
minaret, etc., were seen in Qajar and Pahlavi period mosques, which shows the presence
of traditionalism in the architecture of these mosques. The diversity of spaces and colors
in decorations decreased in the Pahlavi period and mosques were built in an extroverted
manner. This issue coincided with the arrival of modernism in Iran.

CONCLUSION

Contemporary mosques are extroverted and classified into four types. These species
were observed as traditional (local), traditional or conventional, classical, new



Islamic, contemporary or eclectic modern, and the presence of modernist is observed
in all these species.
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