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ABSTRACT

Understanding social behaviors enables to understand and facilitates mutual interaction;
yet sometimes deceptive tactics by the counterpart alter this understanding. Analyzing the
phenomenon of deception from an interdisciplinary perspective provides better
comprehension and the ability to scrutinize it. This study investigates the hidden layers of
text in a social context at two girls high schools in Tehran, examining the role of deceptive
ideology in normalizing the discourse. The research is organized around two main
objectives: 1. Analyzing the discursive diversity formed in the deception discourse within
Michel Foucault's critical discourse framework. 2. Examining the impact of ideological and
power elements in shaping the deception discourse. Using an applied approach, comments
from 233 high school students aged 15 to 17 about virtual cheating in exams, assignments,
and educational activities in virtual education networks were collected and analyzed
regarding the role and impact of ideological and power elements within Michel Foucault's
theoretical framework. Findings indicate that deception discourse, supported by power in
the virtual space, acts as an ideological institution, convincing students to collaborate in
achieving false academic success. This process turns the discourse into a tool for deceivers,
undermining academic integrity and promoting cheating. Interventions and educational
efforts to increase ethical commitment among learners appear effective in reducing
deceptive behaviors. These findings provide valuable insights for educational stakeholders
aiming to reduce cheating in academic environments and have significant implications for
ethical education.
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INTRODUCTION

The primary function and outcome of the educational system, both collectively and
individually, is to train specialized, efficient, committed, and principled human
resources. Interpersonal deception begins when the students enter the educational
system, affecting all age groups. Academic ethics is essential for quality education,
and the need for honesty in university education is well-established. Academic
integrity forms the cornerstone of the learning process. Higher education institutions
can enhance academic integrity and prevent misconduct by providing clear
guidelines, fair regulations, and fostering interaction between students and faculty.
Another study examined academic cheating, its relationship with personal values,
self-esteem, mastery, and the frequency and type of deception. Academic cheating
involves behaviors based on trickery to achieve undeserved outcomes. Deception in
social interactions and non-compliance with rules can increase antisocial phenomena
and reduce social cohesion. Deceivers aim to positively influence others' beliefs and
behaviors, presenting themselves as aligned with common ethics and authority to
achieve their goals. Without addressing academic cheating, deceptive mindsets can
permeate higher education, leading to graduates lacking true knowledge, skills, or
ethical qualities. While studies on deception have been conducted abroad and in Iran,
the educational system still faces challenges in handling and curbing cheating. This
study addresses this gap by exploring academic cheating within educational contexts,
particularly virtual education, through Michel Foucault's critical discourse analysis.
The research aims to: 1. Analyze the discursive diversity of deception in comments
from 233 female high school students in Tehran's virtual education networks. 2.
Examine the influence of ideology and power in shaping deception discourse. Data
analysis from the perspective of ideological and power elements within Foucault's
critical discourse framework showed that the interplay of power and ideology leads
to the formation and diversification of deceptive discourse in an educational/social
context. Understanding the diversity of formed discourses provides insights into
solving the issue of interpersonal deception in educational settings.

METHODOLOGY

Eighty samples from 300 comments by 233 female students aged 15 to 17 in Tehran
were analyzed. These comments, collected via checklists related to academic cheating
in virtual classrooms using the Shad educational platform, were examined using the
Foucaudian discourse analysis and ideological/power elements. Data collection was
field-based, and analysis was descriptive/analytical and applied, based on Foucault's
critical discourse analysis theory. The main objective was to investigate the impact of
ideology, resistance, and power on the formation and diversity of deception
discourse, confirmed by the analysis of student comments in virtual classes.



FINDINGS

In line with the Foucaudian archeological and genealogical analysis and ideological
deception theories, comments highlighted behavioral differences among students.
The study focused on the contrast between students who encouraged others to cheat
and those who adhered to academic ethics. This contrast in thinking revealed that the
more students were subjected to institutional constraints and dominance, the more
resistance and new behavioral feedback emerged. Comments reflected satisfaction
with cheating or courage in deceptive behavior. Ideology as a hidden tool of social
exploitation was evident, as it distorts reality in favor of the dominant power. The
study found a significant relationship between power and ideology in academic
cheating.

CONCLUSION

Although history frequently discusses education and training, this study showed that
Foucault's framework can effectively analyze deception discourse in educational
contexts. The research achieved two main objectives:

1. Analyzing the discursive diversity of deception discourse within Foucault's
critical framework.

2. Examining the impact of ideological and power elements in shaping deception
discourse.

The results revealed a discursive diversity opposing virtual cheating and lying.
According to Foucault's discourse theory, discourse relates to ideology and power,
but not a power that transcends truth, rather a deceitful and self-serving power
exercised by cheating students. Resistance in educational/social contexts often
preceded suppression. The study highlighted the importance of fostering ethical
education to reduce cheating, emphasizing the role of ideology in maintaining social
and political structures within the educational system.

NOVELTY

This research offers a new perspective on the relationship between ideology, power,
and the largely uncontrolled virtual education system, highlighting the importance
of addressing both normative and deviant social behaviors from an interdisciplinary
approach. It emphasizes the intertwined nature of educational ethics and academic
integrity.
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