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ABSTRACT

The foundation of modern sciences on absolute and fundamental philosophies, or in other
words, the construction of supplementary philosophies, represents an approach that the
scientific community in the West has pursued in recent decades. This pursuit is such that it
attributes part of its scientific superiority and dominance to the extension of those absolute
philosophies into new sciences. Among those who have successfully engaged with this
extension, emphasizing the field of sociology, is Peter Winch, who has managed to
philosophically enrich this discipline. The main question of this research is: What are Peter
Winch's epistemological foundations in intercultural communication? The method
employed in this study is qualitative, with an interpretive approach and an analytical-critical
perspective. According to Winch, since rules are inherently social, understanding the
actions of others and various cultures requires the comprehension of governing rules. He
also asserts that there is no meta-language or meta-rule encompassing all. Winch views
rationality standards as arising from diverse life forms and social contexts, thus considering
rationality standards to be multiple and non-comparable. He argues that each culture
possesses its own specific rational evaluation criteria, where deviation from these rules
undermines rationality. In his view, standards and rules do not qualify as criteria until they
are elevated to a social level. Essentially, Winch emphasizes social rules while denying
private language and rejecting transcultural rationality. He believes that to understand
human actions and diverse cultures, one must recognize the governing social rules. He
contends that there is no overarching meta-language or meta-rule that encompasses all
rules, and that rationality standards depend on varied life forms and social contexts. This
implies that rationality cannot be uniformly assessed across different cultures; each culture
has its unique criteria for rational evaluation. Deviating from these rules can lead to a loss
of rationality. Therefore, Winch underscores the importance of social rules and rejects
private language and transcultural rationality, asserting that standards and rules are only
recognized as such when elevated to a social level.
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INTRODUCTION

Although Winch was an English philosopher, he chose topics for study that were more
aligned with German philosophers than his own predecessors. He specialized in three
areas: ethics, philosophy of religion, and philosophy of social sciences, heavily influenced
by Wittgenstein. His fame largely stems from his book "The Idea of Social Science and Its
Relation to Philosophy," which is considered one of the most significant classical works in
the philosophy of social sciences. Winch is regarded as a prominent interpreter of
Wittgenstein, an Austrian philosopher and a foremost student of Russell. He believed that
this conception of philosophy is primarily a reaction against the idea that a philosopher is
an omniscient figure competing directly with science to construct or refute scientific
theories based on pre-experimental reasoning. This notion aligns with Hegel's detailed
explanations regarding casual and scientific thoughts (Winch, 1993, 12). For instance,
Hegel argued based on Platonic a priori knowledge that there cannot be more than seven
planets for philosophical reasons—a claim coinciding with the discovery of a planet in
1801 (Hall et al., 1997). Winch posits that while philosophy is not anti-science, it stands
against claims of hyper-science by rejecting any form of pre-experimental reasoning,
Although such rejections are commendable in science, they are deemed appropriate in
philosophy (Winch, 1993, 13). In essence, scientists examine specific real processes and
cause-and-effect relationships among objects; philosophers address the nature of reality
in general terms. Thus, a philosopher's inquiry into what reality is cannot be answered
through empirical investigation; rather, it involves understanding humanity's relationship
with reality—a question that transcends mere science because it is conceptual (Winch,
1993, 40). The primary question in this research is: What are Peter Winch's
epistemological foundations in intercultural communication?

METHODOLOGY

The method used in this research is qualitative with an interpretive approach and an
analytical-critical perspective aimed at extracting epistemological foundations from Peter
Winch’s perspective through primary sources (in Latin) before analyzing and interpreting
them.

FINDINGS

Winch considers natural phenomena as law-bound and social phenomena as rule-bound;
these social phenomena exist only as long as our established rules do. He accepts only
social rules; meanings are established based on governing rules over social life and change
accordingly. These internal relationships reject causality discussions while presenting a
different order compared to natural sciences. This internality and multiplicity of language
games lead to varying standards of rationality that are non-comparable. Each scientific or
magical life form has its own criteria for rationality without any overarching language for
judging among these diverse standards. Drawing from Wittgenstein’s ideas on relativism
and incomparability of rationality standards, Winch argues that understanding actions



from others living under different rules—such as magical or religious actions—and
comprehending other cultures can only be achieved by recognizing their governing life
rules; there exists no meta-language or meta-rule containing these multiple standards.
Winch viewed actions as rule-bound while considering the rules as emerging from diverse
social lives; he also regarded rationality standards as multiple and incomparable with
other life forms. Thus, it is essential first to identify which discourse or paradigm or
language game an action belongs to before defining rationality for that action based on its
specific criteria. He sees various life forms possessing distinct rationality standards derived
from their lifestyles intertwined with their social contexts—something not
transcendent—and until elevated to a societal level does not constitute a standard at all.
However, this pluralism in rationality does not necessarily lead to absolute relativism; he
believes every culture has its own rational criteria ultimately providing a basis for
distinguishing between rational and irrational actions.

CONCLUSION

In Winch's view, every form of life has its own criteria, logic, and rationality, and within
the framework of a language game, there is no incommensurability, and within this
framework, logical and rational actions can be distinguished from irrational ones, and of
course, these criteria are situational and contractual and have their roots in the social
context. Therefore, Winch considers rule-based (social rules) to indicate the rationality of
that action, and does not accept meta-rationality to evaluate other cultures, and the
rationalities of different cultures are incomparable, and each culture can be evaluated
solely by the rules and language of that culture. In his view, rationality must be identified
in a context that is condemned to the prevailing social rules, and whoever leaves the circle
of the prevailing rules enters a new form of life, new rules, and a new game.

NOVELTY

The present article is not only a comprehensive article and, so to speak, first-rate science,
but also attempts to provide a direct and immediate reading of Winch's epistemological
foundations by referring to first-hand sources, which are the two characteristics of the
innovation and originality of the present research.
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