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Abstract

The main purpose of this article is to investigate why people engage in intimate partner
violence (IPV) using situational action theory. For this purpose, using a sample of 450
married men and women referring to family courts, welfare centers, and the Imam
Khomeini Relief Committee in Rasht city, who were selected through available
sampling, the assumptions of the theory were investigated. The results indicate that weak
personal morality (beta coefficient: 0.142), low self-control (beta coefficient: 0.180),
weak situational morality (beta coefficient: 0.131), low deterrence (beta coefficient:
0.198) have a significant effect on IPV. Also, gender (beta coefficient: 0.187), age (beta
coefficient: -0.111) and education level (beta coefficient: -0.223) have an effect on IPV.
Further, the regression model shows that the discussed variables are able to predict 37%
of the variance of IPV. Also, the crime propensity moderates the relationship between
criminogenic setting and IPV. In a general conclusion, SAT provides a comprehensive
framework for understanding spousal violence by examining individual-level factors,
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such as the propensity for crime (IPV) and a criminogenic setting related to IPV. In this
context, the mutual effect of criminal propensity and a criminogenic setting determines
the probability of engaging in IPV. By considering the dynamic interaction between
these elements, SAT offers valuable insights into the complexity of IPV and emphasizes
the importance of addressing individual characteristics and contextual factors in
developing effective interventions and preventive strategies.
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Introduction

According to sociologists, Intimate partner violence (IPV) is considered a
universal phenomenon manifested in most societies. Criminologists also argue
that the frequency and extent of IPV are reported far beyond official statistics,
with approximately 20-50% of couples experiencing some form of IPV in their
married life (Khan and Arendsi, 2022: 520). Recent studies have attempted to
explain the phenomenon of IPV by integrating a set of variables (Peterson et al.,
2019). It has been found that no single risk factor can fully explain criminal
behavior. Instead, a combination of individual, social, and environmental factors
influence deviant and criminal behavior like IPV (Baskin et al., 2016). Research
has demonstrated that the interaction between the discussed risk factors has
more predictive power in multivariate analysis than each factor alone. Thus, it
appears that the combination of theories and the use of different variables
represent the most efficient models for explaining and predicting crimes (Parent
et al., 2016: 466). Within these interpretations, the concept of multifactoriality
and the interaction of different factors form the basis of Wikstrom's (2004)
situational action theory. In the theory (Wikstrom, 2020), it is argued that
achieving a better understanding of criminal behavior requires examining the
interaction between criminal propensity (personal morality and self-control) and
criminogenic setting (situational morality and deterrence) together. In essence,
the probability of IPV increases in situations where criminal propensity and
criminogenic setting interact. With this perspective, this research aims to answer
the pivotal question: Can IPV be explained based on the situational action
theory?

Methodology
The statistical population of the present study was made up of all couples
referring to family courts, welfare centers and the Imam Khomeini Relief
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Committee in Rasht. Due to the fact that the researcher did not have access to
the statistical population list of couples referring to family courts, welfare
centers and Imam Khomeini Relief Committee of Rasht city, available sampling
method was used. In this research, to estimate the sufficient sample size,
G*Power software was used and the sample size was calculated to be 248
people. Since the sample of this research included married men and women, the
desired sample size was allocated to both sexes, also assuming the dropout of
people and some of the questionnaires being distorted, the researchers
distributed 500 questionnaires and finally 450 questionnaires (206
guestionnaires for women and 244 questionnaires for men) were analyzed. It
should be noted that the return rate of the questionnaires was reported to be 90%.
In order to analyze the research data, in the validity part of the research tool,
formal, logical and apparent validity indicators were used - convergent validity,
divergent validity, confirmatory factor analysis, and in the reliability part, the
research tool was examined with Cronbach's alpha and composite reliability
indices. To analyze the research data, multivariate regression model,
hierarchical regression, Hayes Process command with SPSS version 24 and
Amos version 24 software, as well as Interaction software were used to design
the interactive plot.

Findings

The results indicate that weak personal morality (beta coefficient: 0.142), low
self-control (beta coefficient: 0.180), weak situational morality (beta coefficient:
0.131), low deterrence (beta coefficient: 0.198) have a significant effect on IPV.
Also, gender (beta coefficient: 0.187), age (beta coefficient: -0.111) and
education level (beta coefficient: -0.223) have an effect on IPV. Further, the
regression model shows that the discussed variables are able to predict 37% of
the variance of IPV. Also, the crime propensity moderates the relationship
between criminogenic setting and IPV.

Conclusion

In a general conclusion, SAT provides a comprehensive framework for
understanding spousal violence by examining individual-level factors, such as
the propensity for crime (IPV) and a criminogenic setting related to IPV. In this
context, the mutual effect of criminal propensity and a criminogenic setting
determines the probability of engaging in IPV. By considering the dynamic
interaction between these elements, SAT offers valuable insights into the
complexity of IPV and emphasizes the importance of addressing individual
characteristics and contextual factors in developing effective interventions and
preventive strategies.
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Table 5. The Moderating Role of Crime Propensity in the Relationship
between Criminogenic Setting and IPV
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Figure 4. The Moderating Effect of Crime Propensity in the Relationship between
Criminogenic Setting and IPV
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