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Abstract

Background and Aim: In recent decades, the enhancement of women's economic and social capital has led to their
increased empowerment within Iranian society and familial life. This change in women's roles represents a significant
domain of social change within the Iranian family. A woman's economic role in the family seems to correlate with the
level of similarity in social and economic status with her husband, and women who hold similar positions and status to
their husbands exhibit greater power and independence in decision-making. This research aimed to examine the
influence of homogamy on the economic decision-making disparities among women in families in the city of
Eslamabad-e Gharb, Kermanshah province, Iran.

Methods and Data: Using quantitative research approach, the study surveyed a statistical population of married
women in Islamabad-Gharb city in the year 2022. A total of 377 participants were selected through a cluster sampling
technique.

Findings: The average decision-making score for women in various economic domains within the family was 3.05 out
of 5. Women exhibited higher decision-making scores particularly in purchasing food, children's education, clothing,
and household appliances. A higher degree of homogamy was observed in educational backgrounds, as well as in the
economic and social foundations of both the wife's and husband's families. Additionally, the number of family
members and the birth order of both spouses were influential factors. Notably, women in homogamous marriages
demonstrated a greater average in economic decision-making compared to those in non-homogamous unions.

Conclusion: Objective homogamy, defined as the similarity between husband and wife in age, education, income,
employment, etc., has increased. This rise has led to shifts in key family decisions, including those related to economics,
which were traditionally considered the sole domain of men.

Keywords: Economic decisions, Homogamy, Family, Women, Eslamabad-e Gharb.

Key Message: Despite persistent gender inequality in family and societal structures, and lower economic participation
of women relative to men, women's influence on family economic decisions has grown due to homogamy.
Consequently, homogamy may serve as a mechanism for altering traditional family structures and facilitating broader
societal change.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction
Women economic participation is one of the most important indicators for regeneration of

national economic and social development. Their involvement in economic activities not only
boosts family welfare but also contributes significantly to broader economic structures and
growth. Women typically allocate their income to their families, benefiting all family members
(Jalilian & Saadi, 2015). Historically, women have been excluded from economic roles for
various reasons, including strong pressure from men and family households. In the recent
decades, women participation has increased due to higher education level, an increase in
mean age of marriage, smaller family size, reducing purchasing power, and an improved
standard of living (Demir & Tabrizy, 2022). Women's economic decision-making, their
activities outside the home, and their presence in education and employment have
contributed to the development of industry and technology over the past decades. As social
and economic fields have progressed, women have increasingly taken on family
responsibilities and income-generating roles. Homogamy can significantly influence economic
decisions within families but has not been extensively studied. This study examines the role of
homogamy in the economic decisions of families in Eslamabad-e Gharb city.

Methods and Data
This quantitative-descriptive research was conducted on women in Eslamabad-e Gharb city.

Statistical populations included all 2000 married women in Eslamabad-e Gharb city in 2022.
The sample consisted of 377 women as estimated by Cochrane formula. For sampling, the city
was divided into several clusters, and several blocks were selected from each cluster. An alley
was chosen from each block and women living in odd-numbered houses were selected. In this
study, in addition to demographic data, a researcher-made questionnaire was prepared, with
validity confirmed by 8 experts and reliability confirmed via Cronbach coefficient to be 0.795.
Women were assured that their information would remain confidential. The questionnaire
was based on a 6-point Likert scale ranging from "not at all" to "very much." In this study,
Pearson correlation coefficient, regression, and Kruskal-Wallis tests were used to analyze the
data.

Findings

The ligesults showed that the age of women and men and number of children had significant
relationship with women's decision-making. The number of children in the father's family and
the number of children in the father's family for women had a direct relationship with
women's decision-making. Among the variables, income had the strongest relationship, while
the number of children in the father's family had the weakest. The results also showed that
the average decision-making score for women was 3.50 out of 5.00. Decision-making power of
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women was higher for purchasing food products, children's education, clothing, and furniture,
and lower for purchasing cars, investments, homes, and loans. Additionally, age, activity
status, employment, education, social and economic conditions of the father's family, and
birth order of the wife had a close and significant relationship with family economic decisions.
The average family economic decision-making power of women in situations of homogamy as
well as hypergamy in favor of women—where women have a better status compared to
men—was higher than in situations of women’s hypogamy.

Conclusion and Discussion
The present study investigated the role of homogamy in the economic decisions of families

in Eslamabad-e Gharb city. The results showed that respondents' education level, age, and
income had significant effects on decision-making power. It is recommended to take these
factors into account to strengthen decision-making power in married women, as they can
enhance their economic decision-making skills. The study conclud that despite persistent
gender inequality in some family life domain and higher unemployment rates for women in
[ranian society, their role in family economic decisions and their bargaining power has grown
rapidly over several past decades due to general trends towards marital homogamy.
Consequently, homogamy may serve as a mechanism for altering traditional family structures
and facilitating broader societal change.
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