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Introduction

Examining the trend of the poverty line in the period (1376-1399) of Khuzestan
province indicates the increasing trend of poverty in urban areas more than in rural
areas. This research aims to explain poverty in semi-privileged urban areas of
Khuzestan province, The main research questions are as follows:

1. How do the beneficiaries of the phenomenon of poverty interpret the process of
its formation and what concepts is this interpretation formed around?

2. What are the main drivers affecting poverty from the point of view of urban
activists?

3. What actions-interactions do activists living in semi-privileged areas have in
relation to poverty?

4. What are the consequences (physical, psychological and social) of poverty in the
urban environment from the perspective of activists?
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Methods

In terms of practical purpose, in terms of qualitative paradigm, and in terms of
method, the research has benefited from the theory arising from the data. The data
collection tool was unstructured interviews. Participants studied in this research
according to the topic and purpose of the research, which seeks to explore the social,
cultural and economic structures caused by poverty in the semi-privileged urban
areas of Khuzestan province. The participants include academic experts (experts in
the field of poverty), senior experts of executive bodies (experts of the governorate,
district governors, councils, experts of the provincial facilitation offices, social
experts of the governorates of selected cities), individuals and families living in
different regions and localities of the province, especially are marginal areas. In this
research, following the principle of maximum diversity, the purposeful sampling
method will be used to select the cases.

Results

Based on the results of the research in terms of conditions including (lack of social
capacity building, challenges of aftracting investors, lack of accountability and
transparency in the performance of public institutions in terms of the optimization of
decisions and solutions implemented, injustice in the distribution of credits and
facilities, Weak capacity of local residents, lack of allocation of facilities to real
business, low production efficiency and use of primitive technology) and in the
action-interaction dimension (allocation of government facilities to real business,
social interaction, promotion of entrepreneurial discourse among people, training
efficient management, the role of institutional housing (relief committee, welfare),
attention to spatial justice) and in the dimension of consequences (not prioritizing
the preservation of the human position and the safety of people, the erosion of the
quality of life, the shortness and lack of concentration of the legislator, the lack of
attention to social problems and moral deviations, increasing national sensitivities,
ethnic divergence, immigration, disillusionment with the authorities) which is
formed around a core category called (poverty and social alienation).

Discussion
After the coding of the interview findings, from the perspective of the research
beneficiaries, injustice in the distribution of credits and facilities is one of the main

drivers affecting poverty in semi-privileged urban areas. Which is somehow related



3]

to wrong planning, i.e., planning that does not fit the economic, social and cultural
conditions of the society. This finding is in accordance with the research results of
Chakravarty (20006) that the limitation of opportunity is one of the characteristics of
creating conditions of instability and lack of economic and social investment and the

vulnerability of poor people in terms of living environment.

Keywords: Multidimensional poverty, traditional mental structure, overconfidence,

ruralization, credit challenge, insufficient support
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