Journal of Social Order

Sociological Explanation of Fear of Being Marginalized and its Relationship with
Tendency to Commit Crime and Lawlessness among Social Media Users (Case Study:

Adolescents in Ahvaz City)

Received: 04, March, 2024
Accepted: 18, May, 2024

Avrticle type: Research Article
PP: 159-188

DOI:
10.22034/entezam.2024.1278229(2609

Seyed Ali Hashemianfar
Department of Sociology, Faculty of
Literature and Humanities, University
of Isfahan, Iran. (Corresponding
Author) Email:
seyedalihashemianfar@yahoo.com

Samira Heydari Asl

PhD in Sociology, Social Groups,
Iran. Email:
Samira_heydari68@yahoo.com

Abstract

Background and objectives: The discussion about the fear of being
marginalized is increasing with the emergence of new technology, namely
social media. The aim of the present study was to examine the relationship
between the fear of being marginalized, feelings of relative deprivation, and
the tendency to commit crime and lawlessness among adolescents.
Method: The research method is a survey and the data collection tool is a
questionnaire. The statistical population in this study is students living in
Ahvaz and studying in the second grade of high school. Sample Power
software was used to determine the sample size, and finally 459 individuals
were selected. The data were analyzed using SPSS and Amos software.
Findings: The results showed that there is a significant relationship
between the fear of being marginalized and the emotional dimension of the
tendency to commit crime with a correlation coefficient of 0.65, between
the fear of being marginalized and the cognitive dimension of the tendency
to commit crime with a correlation coefficient of 0.52, and between the fear
of being marginalized and the behavioral dimension of the tendency to
commit crime with a correlation coefficient of 0.51. In addition, there is a
significant relationship between the fear of being marginalized and the
tendency to evade the law (behavioral dimension) with a correlation
coefficient of 0.48, and between the fear of being marginalized and the
tendency to evade the law (cognitive dimension) with a correlation
coefficient of 0.57. The structural part of the model indicates that the fear
of being marginalized and the tendency to evade the law (behavioral
dimension) have a higher correlation with a coefficient of 0.84, and the fear
of being marginalized and the tendency to commit crime (cognitive
dimension) have a lower correlation with a coefficient of 0.28.

Results: The significant relationship between fear of being marginalized
and the tendency to commit crime and lawlessness in this study shows that
adolescents who are more afraid of being marginalized will tend to commit
high-risk crimes in order to have a more beneficial experience than their
peers. Meanwhile, the increasing use of social media increases the fear of
being marginalized and, as a result, increases the tendency of adolescents
to commit crime and lawlessness.
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