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Abstract

Background and objectives: Since the identification of the factors
affecting the tendency to violence is one of the main factors that
determine the reduction of the tendency to violence in prison and society,
this article aims to investigate the process of the formation of the tendency
to violence and the factors affecting it based on the expansion of Giddens'
fundamental concepts concerning the sense of insecurity, predictability,
trust and existential anxiety.

Method: This research was conducted quantitatively and through a
survey. The sample size was determined based on Cochran's formula as
204 prisoners who were between the ages of 21 and 58. They were
selected by simple random sampling method, and the data collection tool
was a researcher-made questionnaire in the form of a Likert scale for
ordinal data. To determine the reliability of the items, Cronbach's alpha
coefficient was employed and to measure the validity of the questionnaire,
face validity and confirmatory factor analysis were used.

Findings: The average rank of sense of security, sense of economic
security, sense of cultural security, sense of social security and existential
anxiety is 2.02, 1.92, 2.06, 2.03, and 1.87, respectively. Also, the
regression analysis of each dependent variable is 0.41, 0.13, 0.39, -0.20,
and 0.43, respectively. With a significance level of 5%, only the effect of
the four hypotheses of sense of security, sense of cultural security, sense
of social security, and existential anxiety was confirmed on the tendency
to violence, and the structural equation test shows that the causal paths of
the sense of security (cultural and social) account for 69% of the variance
of the prisoners' tendency to violence.

Results: The results of the hypotheses test confirm the serious effect of
the mentioned variables, including the sense of economic security, on the
tendency to violence, and the results of the structural equations show that
the sense of cultural insecurity of the prisoners has increased their
existential anxiety and strengthened their tendency to violence. Also, the
sense of cultural insecurity by influencing the sense of social security and
existential anxiety has been effective in the tendency of prisoners to
commit violence against themselves and others. However, the increase in
the sense of economic insecurity, independent of the sense of cultural and
social security, has had a direct effect on the tendency of prisoners to
commit violence against others.

Keywords: Dimensions of sense of security, Existential anxiety,
Tendency to violence, Central prison of Ilam.
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