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ABSTRACT

The intricate dynamic between idealism and realism, coupled with the challenges of
regulating their interrelation, plays a major role in forming social structures and community
life. Post-revolutionary systems, having successfully redefined prevailing conditions through
the proposition of an idealized state, confront the difficult challenge of defining new
paradigms that are consistent with this ideal. Cinema, as a social institution, by means of its
narrative language can address profound social dilemmas and actively participate in the
representation and organization of conflicts inherent in collective existence, most notably
the ideological discord between idealism and realism.Several generations of Iranian
filmmakers in the post-Islamic revolution cinema through the perspective of their ideology
have concentrated on this issue and provided various interpretations of the dynamic tension
between idealistic ambitions and pragmatic reality. In this study, three feature films,
“Lottery”, “Majaraye Nimirroz [Midday Adventures]”, and “Rad-e Khoon [Trace of Blood]”
by Mohammad Hossein Mahdavian, one of the young directors of Iran who have explored
this conflict, are examined through an analytical lens influenced by John Fiske methodology.
The findings reveal that in these films idealism manifests itself in conscientiousness, Jihad,
and principlism, while realism is represented in concepts such as pragmatism, pacifism, and
tolerance. Although the filmmaker seems to favor pragmatic ideas, he perceives both
idealism and realism as fundamentally deficient in isolation.
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INTRODUCTION

Post-revolutionary societies, which idealistically embark on a transformative path
by dismantling the existing order and reconstructing a utopian system, face a
complex dilemma when it comes to reconciling goals with reality. This conflict and
its importance in the reformation and perpetuation of Iranian society are effectively
demonstrated by the historical experience of the Islamic Republic of Iran, which
was founded as an idealistic system following the 1979 Revolution. It has also
manifested in various events, including the nationalization of the oil industry, the
seizure of the U.S. embassy, the acceptance of Resolution 598, and the nuclear issue,
prior to, during, and decades after the Islamic revolution. Cinema has also proved
to serve as a different battleground for the emergence of this conflict, as evident in
the works of some of the most famous Iranian filmmakers, such as Mohsen
Makhmalbaf, Ebrahim Hatamikia, Mohammad Hossein Mahdavian, etc.

PURPOSE

From a theoretical perspective, there are three approaches to the conflict of
reconciling ideals with reality. The purely idealistic approach, as described by
Gerald Cohen, involves organizing collective life and necessitates disregarding
reality. The second approach, similar to Hobbes' recommendations, could be purely
realistic, focusing entirely on reality and feasibility while neglecting ideals, resulting
in normative and ethical emptiness (Nigel, 1394, 38-37). The third approach, in the
words of Rawls, is a synthesis of idealism and pragmatic realism that addresses
collective life in harmony with both ideals and reality, without dismissing either
(Rawls, 1388, 25). These three approaches can be used to study significant events of
the Islamic Revolution and how they are highlighted in Iranian films. This study
examines three feature films by Mohammad Hossein Mahdavian, a political
filmmaker who explores the main events of revolution within a narrative context.
The goal is to determine which theoretical approach, among the three, best
expresses the director's perspective on the idealism-reality conflict, as well as how he
concludes this struggle in his cinematic narrative.

METHODOLOGY

In this research, the critical discourse analysis method of John Fiske, which centers
around semiotics and addresses both form and content, has been employed to study
the samples. According to John Fiske, the semiotics tradition aims to produce
meanings that support the prevailing social goals. Fiske claims that the integration
and apparent natural unity of reality, diverse representations, and ideologies are
prerequisites for the creation of meaning. Fiske argues that critical semiotic or
cultural analysis challenges and deconstructs this unity and demonstrates the
seemingly natural unity is only the result of the influence of ideological codes



(Fiske, 1380, 118). Fiske contends that an event intended for broadcast is pre-
encoded, and broadcasters and producers strive to make it technically broadcastable
while still being culturally acceptable. Consequently, he classifies visual symbols
into three levels: reality, representation, and ideology. The event prepared for
presentation is inherently pre-encoded with social symbols (Mehdizadeh, 1392:
253). In this study, scenes with a strong idealism-reality contradiction are selected
and interpreted using Fiske's approach.

FINDINGS

The analysis of key sequences in three significant films by Mahdavian shows that he
refrains from making definitive judgments between idealism and realism. Rather, he
regards strict commitment to either idealism or realism as inadequate and
ineffective. Mahdavian believes the complexity lies in addressing tensions and
acknowledging distinctions between these two viewpoints, and that only through
the interaction and dialogue between these perspectives can issues be resolved. The
challenge is to foster a perspective that is able to distinguish between these two
points of view, resolve conflicts between them, and ultimately reconcile realism and
idealism.

In Mahdavian’s films, the utterly revolutionary perspective is criticized primarily
through two crucial arguments. Firstly, from the standpoint of consequentialism,
the director illustrates in all three films that radical idealist characters devoid of
realism end up causing more cost and problems rather than achieving their desired
outcome. Secondly, from an ethical perspective, Mahdavian draws attention to the
fact that his radical characters exhibit the same traits they hold non-revolutionaries
accountable for, such as labeling others in the film "Lottery” or prioritizing personal
interests over national interests, as depicted in the film "Rad-e Khoon". On the other
hand, he disapproves of pure realism too, considering it similar to conservatism,
which is clearly inefficient in addressing the issues that the younger generations deal
with.

CONCLUSTION

The analysis of key sequences in three significant films by Mahdavian shows that he
refrains from making definitive judgments between idealism and realism. Rather, he
regards strict commitment to either idealism or realism as inadequate and
ineffective. Mahdavian believes the complexity lies in addressing tensions and
acknowledging distinctions between these two viewpoints, and that only through
the interaction and dialogue between these perspectives can issues be resolved. The
challenge is to foster a perspective that is able to distinguish between these two
points of view, resolve conflicts between them, and ultimately reconcile realism and
idealism.
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In Mahdavian’s films, the utterly revolutionary perspective is criticized primarily
through two crucial arguments. Firstly, from the standpoint of consequentialism,
the director illustrates in all three films that radical idealist characters devoid of
realism end up causing more cost and problems rather than achieving their desired
outcome. Secondly, from an ethical perspective, Mahdavian draws attention to the
fact that his radical characters exhibit the same traits they hold non-revolutionaries
accountable for, such as labeling others in the film "Lottery" or prioritizing personal
interests over national interests, as depicted in the film "Rad-e Khoon”. On the
other hand, he disapproves of pure realism too, considering it similar to
conservatism, which is clearly inefficient in addressing the issues that the younger
generations deal with.

NOVELTY

The theoretical analysis of Iranian cinema, in contrast to European or even Eastern
cinema, is not straightforward since the authorship is frequently unambiguous and
the filmmakers mostly lack distinct and specific theoretical and ideological
perspectives that can clearly highlight their standpoint in their works. Articulating
the discursive conflicts and polarities within the narratives of these three films,
aligning them with academic theories, has been a complex undertaking in this
research.

On the other hand, discourse analysis methods tend to be either text-centric,
including the Fairclough approach, or similar to Van Leeuwen’s methodology,
merely focus on certain characteristics of films, such as polarities and the
interaction between the actors. Consequently, the significance of this study is
demonstrated by the application of Fiske’s method, which has the capability of
simultaneously examining the form and content of a film to discern its underlying
ideologies, to the analysis of political films that aim to convey messages in the
second and third layers.
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