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Abstract

The condition and consequence in the verse on polygamy is one of the most debated
topics in this verse. This article delves into the various interpretations of this relationship.

Researches indicate that the first Shi'a scholar to deny the connection between the
condition and consequence was Al-Tabrisi( ®AACE). He cited a narration attributed to Imam Ali,
suggesting that more than one-third of the Quran had been omitted between the two parts.

While some Shi'a scholars later endorsed Al-Tabrisi's view, the majority from the ) ¢th
century onwards refuted this claim and the associated narration. Most Sunni scholars and the
majority of Shia interpreters. agree that there is a connection between two parts. They agree that
the conditional phrase is: “if you afraid” but there is no consensus about the consequence. Most
interpreters consider the phrase: “marry [any] women you wish” as the consequence.

The determination of the relationship between condition and consequence in this verse, is
based on narrations attributed to companions such as Aisha and Ibn Abbas and isn’t reliant on
the efforts of interpreters. Just Al_Jubba'i( ¥+ YCE) a Mu'tazilite theologian, stands on his ijtihad
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and differed, identifying “only one” as the consequence against the majority of interpreters’
opinion.

Key Words: Historical Interpretation, Condition and Consequent, Verse on Polygamy,
Coherence of Verses, Orphans.

Abstract

The relationship between the conditional clause and its consequence in the Quranic verse on
polygamy (Quran 4:3) is a subject of extensive debate among Islamic scholars. This paper
examines the various interpretations that have emerged throughout history regarding this
connection.

1. Introduction

The determination of the relationship between the condition and consequence in this verse has
been primarily based on narrations attributed to a few companions, with limited reliance on the
independent reasoning (ijtihad) of scholars. Abu Ali Jubaee, a linguist with Mu'tazilite leanings,
was an exception, as he employed ijtihad to conclude that "one" is the consequence of the
condition.

This paper begins by examining the various viewpoints on the existence or non-existence of a
direct link between the condition and its consequence. It then delves into the narrations attributed
to Aisha and lbn Abbas, who both believe in such a connection. Aisha’s interpretation suggests
that the verse permits men who fear they cannot treat orphan girls justly to marry other women
instead. Ibn Abbas, on the other hand, through various narrations, emphasizes the importance of
treating all wives justly, drawing a parallel between wives and orphans under a man's care.

2. Literature Review

2-1. Sultani Ranani (2013), in an exegetical study, explored the various aspects of the
relationship between the condition and consequence in verse 3 of Surah An-Nisa. Presenting six
interpretive perspectives, he critically analyzed them and ultimately concluded that "justice
among orphans is contingent upon marrying their mothers". This research, focusing on the legal
dimensions of the topic, provides a detailed analysis of relevant verses and hadiths. However, it
does not extensively examine the historical development of these interpretations.

2-2. Sadeqzadeh Tabatabaei (2013), with a similar approach, also investigated the
relationship between the condition and consequence in this verse. Citing the opinion of Thagfi
Tehrani, he sought to establish a connection between the condition and consequence in terms of
meeting the financial and spiritual needs of orphans. This research, by offering a novel
perspective on the verse's connection to social issues, has enriched the scholarly literature in this
field. However, this research also does not fully explore the historical development of
interpretations.
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2-3. "A Critique of Translations of the Conditional Structure in Verse 3 of Surah An-Nisa
Based on a Structural Approach” (Nafisi/Reisi, 2021: 20): In this article, the authors examine
various translations of the conditional clause in this verse and ultimately translate the phrase * ¢
<Laill" as "other women besides orphans”. This interpretation is based on a hadith attributed to
Aisha. Similar to previous studies, this article also exhibits the same shortcomings.

4. Results

The findings reveal that Ahmad ibn Ali Tabarsi, the Shia scholar renowned for his work "Al-
Ihtijaj ‘ala Ahl al-Lajjaj," was the first to claim, based on an unsubstantiated tradition ascribed to
Imam Ali, that hypocrites had removed more than a third of the Quranic text between the
conditional clause and its consequence in this particular verse. He argued that a significant
portion of the Quran has been removed, denying the existence of a direct link between the two
clauses. While some later Shia scholars implicitly supported this claim, the majority of Shia
scholars, particularly from the 14th century onwards, strongly criticized this assertion and
rejected Tabarsi's claim of Quranic corruption. In contrast, almost all Sunni scholars and a
significant portion of Shia scholars believe in a direct connection between the condition and its
consequence in this verse.

While there is a consensus among scholars regarding the conditional nature of the phrase "if you
fear,” there is no agreement on which phrase in the verse serves as the consequence. The
majority of interpreters consider the phrase "then marry what is lawful to you of women" as the
answer to the condition; however, Abu Ali Jubaee and a few others argue that "one" is the
intended consequence.

Tabari, while explaining various aspects of the verse's interpretation, not only cites Aisha's
narration but also gives preference to Ibn Abbas's account and delves into other nuances of the
latter. According to a narration from Ibn Abbas, as reported by some of his followers, God
limited the number of wives to four to protect the property of orphans. The rationale behind this
numerical limitation was to prevent men with multiple wives from exploiting the property of
orphans under their guardianship to support their large families.

The paper further examines the interpretations of scholars throughout history and analyzes the
views of contemporary Quranic scholars. Some interpreters, without denying the causal
relationship between the condition and consequence, argue that the condition itself is
meaningless. Qurtubi and Shawkani, for instance, after discussing the conditional structure,
assert that scholars unanimously agree that the stated condition is inconsequential and that the
verse permits polygamy only for those who do not fear mistreating orphans.

Among the most significant contemporary perspectives is the interpretation by scholars who,
considering the context of the revelation, the sequence of verses in Surah An-Nisa, the necessity
of protecting orphans' property, and the enactment of new laws for women, direct the command
"then marry"” towards men who, having fulfilled the condition of justice, marry widowed women
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with orphan children. This interpretation simultaneously provides for widowed women and
ensures that the guardianship of orphans is not limited to girls and that a close bond is
maintained between orphans and their mothers.
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