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Abstract

One of the main concerns of linguists and more specifically
dialectologists is identifying, studying, and recording indigenous
dialects as a part of the cultural heritage of different societies. Relying
on a descriptive approach, the present study provides a general
sketch of the semantic systems of Baseri dialect of Fars; one of the
southwestern Iranian dialects. The study emphasizes the words used
to name wooden handicrafts in this dialect. In this article first,
the socio-historical features of Baseri tribe of Fars are introduced and
then the linguistic features of this dialect are presented. Finally, the
data collected based on a field study of Baseri tribe are mtroduced to
the reader along with some pictures of the wooden handicrafts used
by Baseri tribe in cooking, husbandry, installing their tents, and
weaving carpets. The study reveals significant differences between
Baseri dialect of Fars and the standard Persian language from the
semantic point of view. The present study's findings can be used by
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linguists, dialectologists, and teachers of Persian to speakers of other
languages.

Keywords: Baseri dialect of Fars, dialectology, semantic system,
wooden words

1. Introduction

The anthropological and to some extent linguistic research of Baseri
tribe of Fars were first conducted by Norwegian researcher, Fredrik
Barth in 1961 in the form of a field study and then in the form of a
book entitled “Nomads of south Persia: The Baseri tribe of the
Khamseh confederacy” published by Oslo University Press. It should
be mentioned that most of the published works about this tribe and its
dialect have been done by non-specialists and mostly old teachers of
the tribe out of love and interest in recording their tribe and lineage
and have less scientific aspects. The present study provides a general
sketch of the semantic systems of Baseri dialect of Fars; one of the
southwestern Iranian dialects, emphasizing the words used to name
wooden handicrafts in this dialect. This article is divided into the
following parts: First, the socio-historical characteristics of the Baseri
tribe of Fars are introduced. Secondly, the linguistic characteristics of
the dialect of this tribe is presented. Furthermore, the corpus out of
which the data were elicited will be provided. Then, the data analysis
procedure is followed.

Research Question(s)
Which words are used for wooden handicrafts in Baseri dialect of
Fars?

2. Literature Review

2.1 Socio-Historical Features of Baseri Tribe of Fars

Baseri refers to one of the Persian-speaking nomadic tribes of
Khamseh confederacy, who have been engaged in livestock farming
and husbandry in Fars province of Iran since ancient times. Baseris
have their own special migration route and every year they travel
between their summer locations (yeilagh) in the cool regions around
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the Boll Mountain, near Abadeh city, or around Persepolis in
Marvdasht city, which is the reminiscent of the region's significance
in ancient times, and their winter locations (Gheshlagh) in the coastal
hills of the west of Lar, near the village of Bolghan in Larestan
(Yousefi, 1393/2014). The ancestors of Baseris were a group of Pars
nomads named the Pazargadiya tribe or Pasargadians, who were
known as the Karians in the early centuries AD (Barth, 1961). It is
worth mentioning that Karian is the name of an ancient village beyond
which the well-known Zoroastrian fire temple of Azarfarnabgh still
stands (Amiri, in press). The modern Baseri tribe is the result of the
union of two clans of "Ali Mirza'i" and "Veisy". The former has lived
in Fars since ancient times, but Veisies seem to have migrated from
Khorasan to Fars and remained there in the recent centuries (Amiri,
1378/1999). The Baseri tribe consists of 19 clans and a large number
of bonkouz (subdivisions of clans). Each bonkou consists of four to
nine households that live in several black tents. In the old days, the
head of each bonkou was appointed by the Khan (the chief) of the
tribe, and in his absence, the elites and seasoned individuals took over
this responsibility. Before the 1978 revolution in Iran, the headship of
the tribe was the responsibility of the tribe's Khan and his position was
hereditary (Hosseini Fasa'i, 1367/1988).

2.2 Linguistic Features

Baseri dialect has a wide range of vocabulary, which is derived from
the special nature of nomadic life. Some researchers have presented
Baseri as an accent instead of a dialect (Ghahremani Abiverdi,
1373/1994; Safinejad, 1368/1989; Tavakoli, 1379/2000; Yousefi,
1393/2014). Tavakoli (1379/2000) considers Baseri as one of thel
dialects of the Persian language that is used by the people of Baseri
and has many similarities with the Shirazi dialect. Linguists believe
that the Baseri dialect belongs to southwestern Iranian dialects (Amiri,
1378/1999; Baseri & Kurane, 2014). In speaking, the common people
of Baseri often use words that have their roots in ancient Persian and
Pahlavi languages. Unfamiliar Arabic and Western words and
combinations are rarely found in their speech (Garrod, 1946). Baseri
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and Kurane (2014) believe that the main reason for the existence of
unique words in Baseri dialect is the lifestyle of the Baseri people. As
most of the people's lives are spent in the mountains and plains, they
have developed the words which could help them express their
immediate needs to have an effective communication. Living far from
cities and the minimized contact with urban areas had also intensified
the expansion of Baseri dialect in the past. As a result, "this dialect
has rarely borrowed words from Arabic and Western languages"
(ibid., p. 29). This dialect is used in the central parts of Fars province
and especially among Baseri nomads.

Among the researches carried out about the Baseri dialect, Amiri
(1378/1996) takes a linguistic and dialectological perspective and
argues that this dialect is highly productive in creating names.
Elsewhere, Amiri (2024) argues that the Baseri dialect enjoys rich
semantic and pragmatic systems. Moreover, Amiri (1403/2024) has
focused on the differences between standard Farsi and Baseri dialect
from phonological, semantic, and syntactic systems. As other studies
are mainly descriptive sociological or geographical studies (Barth,
1961; Baseri & Kurane, 2014; Tavakoli, 1379/2000; Yousefi,
1393/2014), they have not paid attention to the linguistic features of
this dialect. Hosseini Fasa'i (1367/1988) and Ghahremani Abiverdi,
(1373/1994) have had a historical approach to the events of Fars
nomads and among them the Baseri tribe. Safinejad (1368/1989) and
Yousefi (1393/2014) have investigated the central Iranian nomads as
well as the Baseri tribe from an anthropological point of view. In the
same vein, the Orientalist approach of Barth (1961) mostly
investigated the ethnic structure of the tribe, and Baseri and Kurane
(2014) have studied this tribe from a socioeconomic perspective.

3. Methodology

The corpus of the present study included ten hours of audiotaped
performances of unlearned or illiterate male and female speakers of
the Baseri tribe who were still living in the nomadic and traditional
ways like their predecessors. These people who were randomly
selected had less connection with the urban living environment and all



257 | Amiri

of them were over 75 years old. They still use wooden handicrafts
made by Baseri tribe artists in their daily life. The main focus, hence,
was on the names of wooden handicrafts.

4. Results

Baseri nomads assign specified names for wooden handicrafts. Wood-
ware words are the words referring to the wooden devices and
handmade tools, which of course are more than 200 in number. These
wood-wares are used in the daily life of Baseris and include a wide
range of utensils, cooking dishes, wood sticks, and wood chairs.
Baseris use wooden hand-made tools in livestock farming, carpet
weaving, mattress weaving, setting up black tents, cooking and
serving food, fighting against wild animals, tribal conflicts, and joy or
mourning ceremonies. The distinctive features of the wooden tools
used by Baseri people are their lightness, portability, conversion to
other tools if needed, and their vernacularity. Due to their great
interest in nature and being in harmony with the environment, Baseri
nomads use just a few plastic tools and industrial artifacts. Therefore,
they make most of the tools they need from the wood of the trees in
the environment.

5. Discussion

Previous linguistic and dialectology studies have paid little attention
to Baseri dialect of Fars. Meanwhile, the present study findings are in
line with the results a study entitled "naming sheep in the Baseri tribe
of Fars based on the theory of linguistic relativity" (Amiri,
1378/1999), and "a comparative study between phonological and
semantic systems of Baseri dialect of Fars and standard Persian
language™ (Amiri, 1403/2024) showing that that the words created in
this dialect are affected by the daily needs of its speakers. The
wooden-ware vocabulary used by nomadic Baseris, who have had
little contact with the urban environment, is significantly different
from standard Persian vocabulary, and it is interesting to note that
many standard Persian words are unknown to the Baseri speakers.
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6. Conclusion

The data collected based on a field study of Baseri tribe were
introduced to the reader along with some descriptive information
about the wooden handicrafts used by Baseri tribe in cooking,
husbandry, installing tents, self-defense, and weaving carpets. The
study reveals significant differences between Baseri dialect of Fars
and the standard Persian language from the semantic point of view.
The present study's findings can be used by linguists, dialectologists,
and anthropological linguists.
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