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Abstract

The purpose of this article is to examine 100 Khorasani dialect words in the
poems of 30 ancient Persian poets to show that their use is still current in the
dialect of the people of eastern Iran and western Afghanistan, but it has not
been searchable in standard Persian. Being aware of these words in
Khorasani dialects solves the issue of understanding some ancient Persian
poems. Farsi language in large parts of the central and southern regions of
Khorasan due to its distance from the center or being located next to the Lut
desert, has less mixed with other languages and has generally preserved its
original Persian words. On the other hand, there are various dialects of
Persian language in the territory of Afghanistan, among which we can
mention Herati, Kabuli, Tajik and Hazargi. Despite the separation of the
western regions of Afghanistan from the land of Khorasan about a century
and a half ago, many linguistic and dialectal similarities are evident in the
words of the people on both sides of the border. There is no dialect map in
which the borders of the Farsi dialects of eastern Iran and western
Afghanistan are marked. Therefore, for this lexical review, the researcher
has considered the common Persian dialects in Afghanistan, and in this
regard, he has benefited from the dialectical knowledge of Afghan students
living in Birjand University. The researcher searched for the required words
in the lexical corpus collected in a field research titled comparative study of
the dialects of the eastern border of Iran. In this research, he has entered 100
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selected words along with their meaning and related examples as well as
their current usage in the cities of Khorasan in Persian alphabetical order.

Keywords: Afghanistan Persian Dialects, Ancient Persian Poetry, Khorasan
Persian Dialects, Lexical Analysis

1. Introduction

Despite the separation of western Afghanistan from Iran, a clear mismatch
between linguistic and geographical boundaries is evident in the eastern
borders of Iran, with significant linguistic and dialectal similarities among
the people on both sides of the border in various cities. The present paper
aims to examine the dialectal words of Khorasan in ancient Persian poetry,
to demonstrate that their usage continues to this day in the dialects of the
people of these regions, although they are not traceable in Standard Persian.
The dialects of Khorasan, regardless of political and geographical divisions,
include varieties of Persian spoken in western Afghanistan and the Persian
dialects spoken below Mashhad (parts of Razavi Khorasan and South
Khorasan provinces). This article presents a list of dialectal words found in
ancient Persian poetry, along with their meanings and pronunciations,
indicating the frequency of their use in the dialects under study. In addition
to conducting field research and corpus-based studies with local speakers in
eastern Iran, the researcher has also utilized the dialectal knowledge of
Afghan students studying at Birjand University to verify some data.
Moreover, published dialectal works on the languages spoken in these
regions and their glossaries have been consulted.

- Research Question(s)

Are there are any obsolete original Persian words from classical ancient
Persian poetry which are still in use by the residents of the eastern border
regions of Iran and western Afghanistan?

2. Literature Review

The second section of this paper provides a review of the existing literature
on the dialects of Khorasan. Some studies have been conducted on the
dialects of various cities in this region, with a particular focus on dialectal
words. For instance, Rezaei (1994) compiled a glossary of Birjandi dialect,
including over fifteen thousand words, names, compounds, and idioms.
Similarly, Zomorrodian (2006) published a glossary of Qaeni dialect, while
Jalili (2010) conducted a study on the dialect of Tabas Golshan. Mahmoudi
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(2017) presented a glossary of Nehbandani dialect, and Maaleki (2019)
compiled a glossary of Shousfi dialect, a sub-district of Nehbandan. In the
same vein, Saaedi (2011) developed a glossary of Khafi dialect, and
Modoudi (2012) compiled a glossary of Taybadi dialect.

3. Method

Despite the lexical similarities between the inhabitants of both sides of the
Iran-Afghanistan border, no dialect map exists to clearly delineate the
boundaries of Persian dialects in eastern Iran and western Afghanistan. To
determine the prevalence of certain Persian words found in selected poetry
in some Khorasani dialects and the Persian dialects of western Afghanistan,
the researcher, after consulting the collected poems of selected Persian
classical poets using the Dorj 3 software, noted the target words and then
reviewed them with five illiterate native speakers over the age of 60 in each
region. For the Persian dialects of Afghanistan, the interviewees were
international students from Birjand University, around 30 years old. In some
cases, the researcher's own linguistic knowledge as a native speaker of
Birjandi dialect was also helpful. Ultimately, more than 100 selected
examples were entered in alphabetical order, along with their meanings and
relevant example sentences. Therefore, the method employed in this
research was a combination of library-based and field work. To further
ensure accuracy, dictionaries of the dialects of eastern Iran were also
consulted. The research corpus data was organized alphabetically and
presented using the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA).

4. Discussion

The Persian dialects spoken in the land of Khorasan are closely related to
early Dari Persian. In the rich treasure trove of dialectal words of Khorasan,
it was observed that there are still ancient words that are now obsolete in
Standard Persian, but their dialectal use is still common in the speech of
Persian speakers on the eastern border of Iran or western Afghanistan. Many
of these words and phrases are used in ancient Persian texts, especially those
from the early centuries of Hijri, such as the Qods Quran, the translation of
Tabari's Tafsir, the Tafsir of Abu Bakr Atiq Nishaburi, the Tafsir of
Cambridge, the Safarnama of Nasir Khusraw, Tarikh-i Bayhagi, and Kalila
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wa Dimna. Knowing these words in the Khorasani dialects removes the
difficulty of understanding some ancient Dari Persian poems.

5. Conclusion

The study of Persian dialects can resolve many etymological and
grammatical issues in the Persian language and contribute to the creation of
new words. Furthermore, by utilizing the grammar and vocabulary of these
dialects, many ambiguities in ancient Dari Persian poetry and texts can be
clarified. Additionally, a statistical analysis revealed a higher frequency of
Khorasani dialectal words in the poetry of Khorasan-born poets. However,
a notable point is the prevalence of certain dialectal words from eastern Iran
in the works of non-Khorasani poets, which have fallen out of use in modern
Standard Persian.
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