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Abstract

Burial is the direct reflection of human attitudes towards the death and the
phenomena after that. Furthermore, the study of burials in ancient world is
one of the most important sources to recognize religions, culture and
operations of the predecessors. According to the orders of Zoroastrian
religion and related rituals regarding the prevention of contamination of the
four holy elements (water, earth, air and fire), the model of using the
Dakhmeh and the Stidan has been used by the followers of this religion for
burying the bodies. A large number of works of these burial methods have
been placed in Shoushtar city, as one of the important cities of the Sassanid
period. In this research, it has been tried to introduce one of the Stiidans of
Kalak-Shour Valley and the inscription discovered next to it by using the
descriptive-analytical method. The result of the research shows that this
work is important both in terms of the issues of inscriptions and its separated
line and because of the information it gives about the dating of the type of
burial architecture, and it can open the way for the dating of these valuable
works in the Sassanid period.
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1. Introduction

During the Sassanid era, the ruler worked tirelessly to establish the
foundations of a single religion throughout the empire and considered it to
be as powerful as the kingdom itself. The Sassanians accepted the
Zoroastrian religion and did not give up any effort in destroying other
varieties religious bases; even the fire temples built by the Parthians.
Ardeshir 1, during his reign, ordered the great cleric Tansar to prove and
collect the official book of his religion, the Avesta. This book is one of the
important and influential sources that can clarify the religious beliefs
regarding the burial method in this period and human thinking towards death
and the phenomena after it. According to the orders of Zoroastrian religion
and its rituals and Zoroastrians' adherence to their principles and rituals
regarding the prevention of pollution of the four sacred elements (i.e., water,
earth, air and fire), certain methods have been used by the followers of this
religion for burying the dead bodies.

One of the important parts of Avesta is Vandidad, which contains
Zoroastrian rules and regulations related to issues such as purity and sin. In
various chapters of this book, it has been mentioned about post-death
ceremonies, burial customs, punishments, and rules of the burial place, etc.
Accordingly, several chapters of Vandidad are dedicated to this issue.
According to the evidence in the book of Vandidad, the burial was done in
two stages, in a way that first the dead body should be placed on top of the
mountains, ridges, and Dakhmeh and heights, and its hands, feet and hair
were tightly tied to the ground so that the predators and carrion-eaters could
eat its flesh and in the next step, the bones were collected and poured into
the Stadans.

There are different opinions about the dating of these Stiidans and Dakhmeh:
Some date their examples to the Median and Achaemenid periods, which are
derived from the theory and report of Herodotus from that period, and finally
to the Sassanid period onwards. According to the existing evidence such as
the inscription next to a large number of Stiidans, it seems to be logical. A
large number of these burials are located in different regions of Iran,
especially Shoushtar city. Next to these burial structures, there are
inscriptions that have been translated by different people. Until a few years
ago, no inscriptions from this period were found in Khouzestan. The
discovery of the present inscription, which is the second tombstone
inscription of this region, can provide valuable information about the
distribution area of Sasanian inscriptions and the spread of followers of
Zoroastrian religion in the Sasanian period in Shoushtar city.

Research Question(s)
Is it possible to date the Stiidans of Shoushtar city?
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Are the Stadans of Shoushtar city related to the Sasanian period?

2. Literature Review

There has been no scientific report regarding the introduction and study of
the Stidans of Kalak-Shour Valley. This inscription is the second one found
in Shoushtar region. Its old example was discovered in an area called Takht
é Qeisar, about a few hundred meters west of this valley. The first tombstone
inscription found in Khouzestan and Shoushtar has only one person's name,
which is probably the name of a deceased person, whose bones were buried
in the Stiidan adjacent to the inscription (Fazeli, 1385, p. 49; Rahbar, 1376,
pp. 180-181; Rahbar & Nasrollahzadeh, 1383, p. 92).

3. Method

In this article, by using field studies and surveying the surface of the earth,
the researchers identified one of the burial pieces of evidence of the Sassanid
period in the Kalak Shour valley of Shoushtar city, and by studying the
remaining hand and recording its exact location in terms of geography and
the inscription adjacent to it, the present researchers tried to identify factors
facilitating the dating of the construction of these rocky Stiidans.

4. Resultsand Discussion

Kalak-Shour valley is located in Khouzestan province and the northeastern
region of Shoushtar city. This valley starts from the lower part of the
southern side of the tomb of Sheikh Shamsuddin and transfers the surface
water as well as the water of Suzangar spring with the twists and turns that
exist in this valley to a point below Takht é Qeisar village. In the northern
and southern parts of this valley, there are 19 Stadans, which have been
shown to be built in the Sassanid period (Hatami et al., 1398) (Figure 1).

In the geographical position N:32°03.201" and E:48°52.385" and at a height
of 84 meters from the sea level on the south side of the valley, there is a
Stadan, which is more important than the ones that can be seen in this area.
The entrance of this Stadan has a rectangular shape, which is about 180
centimeters high from the surface of the surrounding land, and due to
destruction and human interference, its lower part has been reduced to a
smaller shape compared to its original form (Figure 2). Moreover, its interior
dimensions are about 200 x 250 cm.

Inside this temple, a hole has been created on the floor, which was used to
place the bones collected from the Dakhmeh. At the end of the Sttidan, on
the opposite side of the entrance, there is a niche that was probably used to
store items or gifts that were placed next to the deceased (Plan 1). These
Stadans were not used only for one person and did not belong to only for
one individual. The evidence obtained from other Stiidans in the region
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proves this claim. This situation can be seen in the samples related to the
city of Gotvand, which are discussed in the vicinity of the sample and have
been less destroyed (Derakhshi et al., 1386).

It can be said that the alcove created inside the Stidan was the place to store
the bones of the previous deceased people. They were kept in the bottom of
the pit during the burial and as soon as the bones of the new person arrived,
they were moved to the platforms or so-called alcoves. On the western side
of the entrance, this Stadan has an inscription in Sassanid Pahlavi script.
This inscription is the second one found in Shoushtar region. Its old example
was discovered in an area called Takht é Qeisar, about a few hundred meters
west of this valley(Fazeli, 1385, p. 49; Rahbar, 1376, pp. 180-181; Rahbar
& Nasrollahzadeh, 1383, p. 92).

The newly discovered inscription of Kalak-Shour valley of Shoushtar:
Khouzestan is one of the important centers of the Sasanian era in terms of
archeological, historical, and linguistic issues. Unfortunately, this region has
not represented itself as much as it should, both in terms of archeology and
language. The language of the Sasanian era is called Middle Sasanian
Persian or Sasanian Pahlavi in terms of the period of Iranian languages,
which is related to the period of Middle Iranian languages. Various
inscriptions have been found from this period, which are, of course, just afew
compared to the significance of this period. In terms of time, the inscriptions
of this period can be divided into two periods: the first period of the
Sassanids, which encompass the majority of the inscriptions of the royal and
Sassanid nobles, and are written in separate script; and the second period
labelled as the late Sassanid period, which includes memorial, endowment,
and tombstone inscriptions that are written in cursive or Tahrir scripts. The
majority of these inscriptions have been found in Fars province, the
birthplace of the Achaemenids and Sasanians. Until a few years ago, no
inscriptions from this period were found in Khouzestan. The discovery of
the present inscription, which is the second tombstone inscription of this
region, highlightVs the field of distribution of Sasanian inscriptions,
regarding the tombstone inscriptions and the spread of Zoroastrian religion,
undergoes new changes. The importance of these Shoushtar inscriptions is
that they are written in a distinct alphabet; which differs from the alphabet
used in that era.

The first tombstone inscription that was found in Khouzestan and Shoushtar
holds only one person's name, which is probably the name of the deceased
whose inscription was buried next to him. This inscription called the
inscription of the Takht é Qeisar 1, and the shortest tombstone inscription
known, contains the name Baxt-ndg: "Bakht-no" (For more details, see
Nasrollahzadeh, 1383, pp. 91-92). Another inscription that was recently
found was again in the same area and to the east of Takht é Qeisar, where
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about 19 Stadans were found. This inscription, like the previous one, is
composed of 4 letters. The writing type of the inscription, which is vertical,
is unusual. It seems that this Stidan was a public burial. However, in the
absence of other pieces of evidence and considering that Shoushtar's type of
inscriptions are only single words and also because the tombstone
inscriptions have a certain format which is not seen here, the explanation of
these two inscriptions and the reason for their writing is not very clear
(Figure 3).

The first letter seems to be k; it may be considered a spelling of the letter d.
In the second letter, there is no doubt that it should be the sign of the a/a
sound, and the last letter, w is visible. Suggested readings are provided
below:

1-Kadu: This name has not been seen in this form so far. In the inscription
of Shahpur where list of courtiers of Shahpur appear, the name of Kadugan
family is mentioned. Philip Gignoux has taken the first part, to mean "Kadu"
(1986, p.103, N0.484). However, in Shoushtar's inscription, a is raised.
2-Dado(y): Which is the name of the beloved from the form of: "Dad". This
reading is possible if we consider the first letter as a spelling of d (Ibid, p.73,
No0.293).

Figure 1
Southern Kalak-Shour Valley and the Geographical Location of Stidan
View from the North Side (photo by the authors)

Figures2 & 3
South Kalak-Shour Valley Stidan and the Location of its Inscription (Photos
by the Authors)



Fall & Winter 2024 | No. 38 | VVol. 19 | language and linguistics | 46

/'

Plan 1
Plan, Section and Entrance (View from inside to outside)

5. Conclusion

In the Sassanid era, due to the formalization of the Zoroastrian religion, the
clerics of this period tried to follow the burial method in line with their
religious books, keeping the dead bodies in Dakhmeh, and after the
decomposition of their flesh, the remaining bones were transferred to
Stadans. Although the history of using this method, according to some
experts, goes back to the Median period when the material magicians had a
lot of influence among the people, it can be hypothesized that this method
of burial was given more attention in Sassanid period

Notes
Stiidan: The word consists of two parts. Est "bone" and Dan "dan or dar"
from ancient Iran, dana meaning "container" which is used as a place suffix
in Middle Western Iranian (Abul Qasemi, 1375, p. 323; Nasrollahzadeh,
1381).
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