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Abstract

Role and reference Grammar classifies verbs as states, activities,
accomplishments and achievements based on states of affairs.Activities are
categorized into some subclasses like consumption, creation, performance,
etc.The current research aims to investigate the compatibility of the activity
verbs classification presented by Van Valin (2005) with the activity verbs in
the Persian language. To achieve this goal, the theoretical framework of Van
Valin (2005) was used for data analysis, which means that 98 activity verbs
were extracted from daily conversations, websites, and Persian books and
placed in the category of verbs presented by Van Valin. The results of the
research show that the classification of action verbs in the Persian language
is not completely per the classification of Van Valin, as a new category of
verbs called sensory verbs was added to the existing classification, and in
verb valency of classes of motion, Static motion, performance and use of
changes were made.

Key words: Role and Reference Grammar, activity verbs, states of affairs,logical
structures, aspect

1. Introduction

The current research aims to investigate the conformity of classification
between the activity verbs in the Persian language and the activity verbs
presented by Van Valin (2005). Activity verbs are those which have dynamic
state and are indefinite. Van Valin (2005) has divided activity verbs, in terms
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of argument structure and logical structure, into one-argument activity verbs
and one- or two-arguments activity verbs. A one-argument activity verb
includes unspecified action, motion, static motion, light emission, and sound
emission; and one- or two-arguments activity verbs include performance,
consumption, creation, directed perception, and use. The results showed that
the classification of activity verbs in Persian does not completely follow the
classification of VVan Valin, as a new category of verbs called sensory verbs
was added to the existing classification. In addition, changes were made in
verb valency of classes of motion, static motion, performance, and use.

2. Literature Review

2.1 Research Reports in English and Other Languages

As mentioned by Van Valin and Lapolla (1997) and Van Valin (2005), the
first attempt to classify states of affairs was made by Aristotle. He places the
states of affairs in four categories, including situation, event, process, and
action (Van Valin & Lapula, 1997, p. 83). The role and reference grammar,
proposed by linguists such as Van Valin and Folly, uses Aktionsart to
classify verbs. In this classification, four types of verbs state, achievement,
accomplishment, and activity verbs are distinguished from each other (Van
Valin, 2005; Van Valin & Lapolla, 1997). They have provided tests for
Aktionsart classes in the English language and the logical construction of
each one by mentioning examples. Also, Van Valin (2005) has classified
state and action verbs in terms of their argument structure logical structure,
and thematic relations. Like many other studies, in the present study, the
classification of activity verbs followed Van Valin’s (2005) categories.
Comparing the classification of activity verbs in Romanian and English,
Poescu (2005) argues that activity verbs, as a grammatical category, are
recognizable at the level of vocabulary and are usually expressed as a group
of verbs that indicate the stages of development of a situation; such as being
inceptive, final, continuative, inchoative, and aspectual.

2.2. Research in Persian

Rezaei and Makaremi (2021) investigated prospective aspect and Aktionsart
in Persian. According to their research results; perfective, imperfective, and
perfect aspects could represent prospective aspect of Aktionsart in Persian
regarding some contextual characteristics. Moreover, Makarmi et al. (2021)
point out that activity verbs enjoy a more continuous aspect than other verbs.

3. Method

In this paper, the theoretical framework of Van Valin (2005) was used for
data analysis. First, 98 Persian activity verbs were collected from daily
conversations, websites, and Persian books. Then, the meaning of each verb
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was extracted from "Sokhan", "Moin", and "Dehkhoda" dictionaries and
based on authors’ intuition, more common and widely used meaning were
specified. Based on this method, after compiling the logical structure of each
verb in Persian, each of them was placed in its class of activity verbs.

4. Conclusion

The research results show that the classification of activity verbs in Persian
does not comply with the classification introduced by Van Valin (2005) and
it should be used for Persian language verbs with some changes in
classifications. For example; according to Van Valin's classification motion
verbs are in the category of one-argument verbs, but in the Persian language,
two-argument motion verbs such as "gozastan" (pass) and "bazgaShtan"
(return) were also found. In addition, motion verbs and static motion verbs
were in the category of one- argument verbs according to Van Valin's
classification, but verbs such as "tekan dadan" (shake) and "bargardandan"
(turn) indicate the presence of two-arguments verbs in this category.
Therefore, motion verbs and static motion verbs were transferred to the
category of verbs with one or two arguments. In addition, Van Valin
considered performance verbs as one or two arguments verbs, which verbs
such as "gereftan" (take) in the meaning of "receive" is the evidence for
having three arguments in this class of verbs in Persian. In Van Valin's
classification, use verbs were also in the category of one-argument verbs,
but in Persian the verb "dadan" (give) is placed in the category of three-
arguments verbs. Therefore, performance verbs and use verbs were
transferred to the third arguments verbs, i.e. verbs with one, two or three
arguments. Besides, some verbs with multi-meanings were observed in
Persian which are activity verbs in one meaning and are placed in one of the
categories mentioned in this research; and are non-activity verbs in another
meaning. For example, "hamle kardan" (attack) in the meaning of "harm"
shows a performance activity and in the meaning of "protest”, is considered
as a static activity. Additionally, there is a group of multi-meaning verbs
which are activity verbs in all their meanings, such as "hal kardan" which
shows performance in both meanings of "open" and "mix"; Furthermore,
there is another group of multi-meaning verbs which are activity verbs in
different meanings, but each of their meanings is placed in different
categories of activity verbs. For example, the verb “zadan" in the meanings
of "harm", "steal", "coin", and "attach" is a performance verb, but in the
meaning of "beat", it is a static motion verb. It should be mentioned that
there are a number of multi-meanings verbs which besides having an activity
meaning and a non-activity meaning, are classified in different categories;
the verb "xordan" which is a consumption verb in the meanings of "eat" and
"drink", is a performance verb in the meanings of "crash" and "strike", and
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further, it is a state verb in the meaning of "appropriate”. Hence, it is
necessary to pay attention to different meanings of a verb in Persian. It
should be noted that based on the Persian language data, there was a need to
add sensory verbs such as “xab didan" (dream) and "xandidan" (laugh) to
Van Valin's classification.

Keywords: Activity Verbs, Functional Grammar, Role and Reference
Grammar
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