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Abstract

This paper aims to explain the grammaticalization of the "indefinite" marker
from Old Persian to Middle Persian within the noun phrase. In Old Persian,
for the first time, the indefinite marker emerged in Persian grammar through
the reanalysis of the numeral ajiva 'one' based on metonymic relations and
then metaphorical expansion in the context of "there is only one 'X', this 'X'
represents a human being". In Middle Persian, this "indefinite" marker is
more grammaticalized and as a bound morpheme of "-&" in the noun phrase
serves the function of encoding the concept of "indefiniteness" more
broadly. In the present study, we explain the grammaticalization of this
linguistic element according to the principles of grammaticalization
presented by Heine and Kuteva (2007). In this regard, we will also explain
the acquisition of new meanings of the indefinite marker over time, from
Old Persian to Middle Persian, based on Heine's (1997) indefinite marker
evolution semantic continuum.

Keywords: Indefinite Marker, Grammaticalization, Middle Persian
Functionalism.

1. Introduction

The numeral ‘one’ is the most common source for indefinite markers in the
languages of the world (Givon 1981; Heine & Kuteva 2002; Lehmann 2015;
Lyons 1999). In this respect, Meshkinfam et al. (2022) explain the
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emergence of the indefinite marker from numeral "one" in Old Persian. In
fact, the first critical context leading to the emergence of indefinite article in
Old Persian is the occurrence of numeral ajva ‘one’ before human NPs. To
put it simply, the context is ‘There is only one X’, here the X represents a
human being. In this context, two readings can be ascribed to ajva: a. there
is one man, not more; b. the indefinite article reading, to introduce one
person into discourse. In the latter reading, the hearer reanalyzed ajva as an
indefinite article based on metonymic relations. The reanalysis paves the
way for the metaphoric extension from a ‘numeral’ to a more
grammaticalized item, namely an ‘indefinite article’. This conceptual
shift/metaphoric extension becomes possible due to the fact that both
‘numeral one’ and ‘indefinite article’ mean ‘one entity’. The difference is
that the former means ‘one’ and the latter ‘one out of the type’. The
following example illustrates the indefinite marker ajva in the context (aiva
is rendered as ‘1’ in the Old Persian corpus (Schmitt, 2009)):

1. 1 Nidintabajra nam-a
one Nidintu-Bel. NOM.SG.M  name.SG.N-ACC
Babiruviya hay a-durujiya

Babylonian  3SG IPFV-1ie.PST.3SG
‘One [=a] Nidintu-Bel by name, a Babylonian; he lied.” (Schmitt,
2009, p. 76) (DB, 413).

In Middle Persian, the indefinite marker ajva is more grammaticalized and
evolved to the bound morpheme -& in the noun phrase. The following
sentence exemplifies this usage:

2. draxt-é rust est
tree-INDF grow.PST.3SG.PTCP  be.PRS.35G
‘A tree has grown up.’” (Jamasp, 1992, p. 327)

In this research, the grammticalization process of the indefinite marker from
Old to Middle Persian is explained based on Heine and Kuteva (2007) and
Heine (1997).

2. Literature Review

After investigating the related literature, Paul (2008, p. 310) describes the
development of linguistic elements expressing indefiniteness in three stages
established for Persian language, as follows (Figure 1):
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Figure 1
Illustration of the History of -i and yek

aiva ‘one’ opP

év/évak ‘one’

/\
yek/ev ‘one’ € ‘indef.’ MP
yek ‘one’ yek ‘a’ -1 ‘indef.”  -i ‘restrictive relative’ NP

In his study, ajva is only identified as numeral ‘one’ and not as an indefinite
marker at the same time. Furthermore, little attention is paid to mechanisms,
constructions, and contexts in which the development of the Persian
indefinite marker has occurred in different established historical stages.

3. Method
Heine and Kuteva (2007, p. 34) introduce parameters of grammaticalization,
the framework based on which the grammaticalization of the indefinite
marker in Middle Persian is explained. These parameters are as follows:
a. extension, i.e. the rise of new grammatical meanings when linguistic
expressions are extended to new contexts (context-induced
reinterpretation)
b. desemanticization (or ‘‘semantic bleaching’’), i.e. loss (or
generalization) in meaning content.
c. decategorialization, i.e. loss in morphosyntactic properties
characteristic of lexical or other less grammaticalized forms
d. erosion (‘‘phonetic reduction’’), i.e. loss in phonetic substance.
The indefinite marker function in Middle Persian is described based on
Heine (1997). In a five-stage model, Heine (1997, p. 72-76) indicates how
the ‘indefinite’ marker emerges and develops in languages. These stages are
summarized as follows:
a. The numeral: there is an item for ‘one’ which functions totally as a
numeral;
b. The presentative marker: the article introduces a new participant;
c. The specific marker: the article is used with the singular nouns and
shows that the participant is known to the speaker and unknown to the
hearer;
d. The nonspecific marker: the referential identity is known neither to
the hearer nor to the speaker;
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e. The generalized article: the article occurs on all types of nouns;
singular, mass and plural nouns.

4. Results

In Middle Persian, the context and meaning extension of the indefinite
marker -¢ is obvious since it has developed to a "nonspecific" marker, i.e the
referential identity is known neither to the hearer nor to the speaker.
Furthermore, This indefinite marker encodes all kinds of human, animate,
and inanimate noun phrases, contrary to Old Persian (Meshkinfam et al.,
2022).

As the result of the -é& extension, desemanticization of this grammatical
marker has occured. That is, its central meaning of ‘one’ is more faded in
this era.

The free indefinite marker form ajva is evolved to the bound grammatical
morpheme -é&. This is the obvious indication of decategorialization and
erosion of the indefinite marker from Old to Middle Persian.

6. Conclusion

According to the parameters of grammaticalization (Heine & Kuteva, 2007),
the indefinite marker from Old to Middle Persian is more grammaticalized
and evolved to a bound morpheme, as follows:

3. aiva > -€

In this regard, based on Heine (1997), the indefinite marker -& encodes the
meaning of ‘nonspecific’ in this established stage of Persian language.
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