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Abstract

The method of the present research is descriptive-analytical. In the dialogue of
Phaedrus, Plato tries to smooth by mixing philosophy and myth to understand his
approach to the soul and its effort to achieve forms, knowledge and love for his
audience. Considering the myth of the winged chariot in Phaedrus and comparing its
details with Orphic and Pythagorean thinking, it is important to answer these questions,
to what extent Plato expresses some elements such as the duality of human existence,
decline and reincarnation in different forms, as well as the cause of forgetting and How
to remember images has been influenced by the teachings of these traditions? How does
the soul lose its divine position and get caught in the cycle of reincarnation? What are
the similarities and differences between human and divine souls? And what is the role
of memory and remembering images in the liberation of the soul? Therefore, while
explaining the myth of the winged chariot, the purpose of Plato's expression and the
similarities and differences of the epistemological and schatological elements of the said
myth with the teachings of Orpheus and Pythagoras are discussed.

Keywords: soulOrphic tablets, Pythagoreans, reincarnation, theory of recollection.

Extended Abstract

In the dialogue of Phaedrus, after stating the argument of the immortality of the soul
and the relationship between the nature of the soul and love, a context is provided for
the description of the myth of the winged chariot. In this myth, Socrates mentions
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eschatological el ements and related to it, such as the journey of the soul before birth and
its descent, how to educate and guide the soul, observe and knowledge forms, and
finally the reason for the importance of philosophical life which is freed from the cycle
of reincarnation and Happiness is related. The topics raised in this myth, including the
duality of human existence, descent and reincarnation in different forms, the cause of
forgetting and how to remember forms, seem to be reminiscent of some Orphic and
Pythagorean schatological doctrins. In the previous researches, only the description and
analysis of some elements of the myth of Phaedrus have been discussed and no
comparison has been made with Orphic and Pythagorean doctrins. Qavam Safari in the
article "Anamnesis and the myth of the circulation of souls' comes to the conclusion
that the souls have not seen all the forms in the heavenly circulation, and everyone can
achieve alevel of intellectual power in proportion to viewing the forms. In two articles,
«A Glance at the Nature of Human Soul and How It Belongs to the Body According to
Fiderous and Hekmat al-Eshrag» and «The Agreement of Suhrawardi and Plato’s
Symbolic Expression in respect of the Self-Knowledge as the Beginning of
Philosophical Practice» the necessity of self-knowledge and remembering the divine
gem of the soul according to Plato and the soul's effort to become godlike as the peak of
human perfection and happiness have been discussed. Therefore, in this article, with a
descriptive-analytical approach, we are trying to answer these questions, what is the
reason for Plato's use of myth in the dialogue of Phaedrus? Was he influenced by
Orphic and Pythagorean doctrins in expressing some elements such as the duality of
human existence, descent, reincarnation, the cause of forgetting and how to remember
forms? Does Plato mean descent in the dialogue of Phaedrus, initial descent? How does
the soul lose its divine position and get caught in the cycle of reincarnation? And what
is the role of memory and remembering forms in the liberation of the soul? And what is
the role of memory and remembering formsin the liberation of the soul ?

Pato's schatological myths, including the philosophical myth of Phaedrus, are an
attempt to express the truth of the soul, the importance of human will, the distinction
between philosophical and non-philosophical life, and the possibility of gaining
knowledge and insight into forms, love and happiness. It is not unlikely that the reason
for Plato's use of myth in the Phaedrus dialogue is to express a meaningful truth about
the human soul that could not be reached through Logos. Therefore, this myth could be
agood substitute for dialectical arguments. Therefore, Plato, along with some traditional
myths, creates a philosophical myth to express his philosophical discussions
(schatological and epistemological) and by mixing philosophy and myth, to explain his



143 Abstract

approach to the soul and its attempt to achieve forms. In the myth of Phaedrus, Plato
explains what problems arise while trying to see forms and that the only way to reach
them is through philosophical love. In this myth, he has given great importance to self-
knowledge and awareness, because it is a basis for understanding the divine position of
the soul and trying to be like the gods, which is also of special importance in
Pythagorean and Orphic doctrins. According to the approach of these two traditions and
Plato's explanations, it seems that the soul is disturbed in the absence of self-knowledge
and is unable to remember, as a result, it is caught in reincarnation. But due to self-
knowledge, he is able to order his soul and as aresult remember the forms, free himself
from the cycle of reincarnation and reach his essence.
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3. Olbie cae macariste, theos d' esfi anti brotoeo.
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4. En d' apoleipsas soma es aether eleutheron elthes.
5. chéthes te cae cacias plestheisa barynthé , baryntheisa de pterorrygse te cae epi ten gen peese
Sl ke 5 G 053105 Wl s gt o OF 58, Vb o 5 3505 Jbs i s bl oy gland 53 2
S g e 3 ol Sl 0l a L Ol 5l &S glosle S IS ol S e 0l QTQ_}M
(Stewart, 1905: 353) 355 s poor 3l 2l oK 4y 05 0L
534S ol (5 Ol @ ad W sdoes Ay 5 Lol b ge &0 Jl 15 63 3l e lg c2S5L Y
(ThurL. 4) 5 5 530 6 Ll sl 4 K15 oo e 0T 5 by o adel (007 1
(614c) (S s—goi )3 ol J[_@L\ Lf.’l?j) wurbﬂ (Sobows 5 PP J“L“;ft?ﬁ U'l‘ A_‘D’\?J; A
S35 S o) aan 0T Gl st a8 8 L )5 (505 5 Sleminl (mliipl b Ol e & WIS o
(Stewart, 1905: 351)
‘L@JTJE 4 5 S o ol Ol s3T5l ol san 53 (EpicUrUs) s, 5l 5 (Chrysippus) e see s 5 4
(D'olivet, 1975: 41; Aul. Gell. J)L,\.': g;"Jl}-b QT o v.&:_ij 9 .\.S& oL'g 5_99'- aﬁb\ 9 av}ﬁiﬂ La L)LW." C})
.vi.c.2)
10. Plen he tou philosophesantos adolés he paeserastésantos meta philosophias, autae de trite
periodo té chilietel, ean helontae tris ephexes ton bion touton, houtto pterdtheisae trischiliosto
etel aperchontae.
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OF. 36) 35,4l 4n oo (glaadad ;3 45 wilazils (Persephone) < saw 5 555 (Semele)
.CM»:\AJ\AI
13. Nyn ethanes| cae nyn eglenou, terisolblie, amati toide.
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{(Huffman, 2009: 41, 43; Nussbaum, 1972, Kahn, 1979: 127, Schofield, 1991) > 4 A 50 0,92
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15. Erchomai ec cotharo<n> cothara Chthoni<on> balsileia. Euclés, Eubdleus, te cae athanatoi
theoi aloi.
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