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Abstract

Metonymy is one the most important literary devices in literature, and it has been
widely studied with metaphor in literary studies and linguistics. Typically, metonymy
has been regarded as a figurative meaning of a word versus its lexical meaning.
However, it could be found that metonymy exists in every language for daily
communication, and its usage is not limited to the literature. So, it plays an important
role in any language which is mostly formed out of a reduction on syntagmatic
paradigm. The widespread usage of metonymy enriches a language, and it adds to its
coherence. In this paper, with a brief review of literature on metonymy studies, and the
different issues for its definition, a new definition of genuine metonymy is suggested
with a new term of prototype metonymy which has a kind of influence on the audience
whether in literary usage or everyday language. Based on the hypothesis of this paper,
each reduction on the syntagmatic axis is not a metonymy unless it influences the
audience in some way, and if it motivates a kind of affective response. Indeed the
prototype metonymy will be suggested as genuine one, and a cline will be claimed to

conclude the discussion.
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