Critical Studiesin Texts and Programs of Human Sciences,
Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)
Quarterly Journal, Vol. 24, No. 1, Spring 2024, 121-144
https://www.doi.org/10.30465/CRTL S.2024.46423.2770

Irrationality in Foreign Policy

Evaluation of the Book " The Foreign Policy of Iran: A Developing
Nation in World Affairs, 1500-1941

Majid Behestani’

Abstract

This article deals with the critical review of the book "The Foreign Policy of Iran: A
Developing Nation in World Affairs, 1500-1941". The importance of choosing this
work is that the author of the work, Ruhollah Ramezani, is the initiator of theoretical
studies of the history of Iran's foreign policy. This approach in that period, i.e. the years
after World War 11, was considered an innovative thing for all third-world countries. On
the other hand, by trandating it into Farsi, despite the gap of fifty years since its
creation, due to the poverty of the source and the richness of the work, it was quickly
noticed by intellectual and academic circles. As far as it seems, there is nothing wrong
with thiswork. The main idea of the book isthat despite the political developments over
five hundred years, unrealistic traditionalism has ruled Iran's foreign policy. The main
claim of this article is to clarify its content problems and theoretical weaknesses while
reading it critically. Conservatism is the essence of his theory, which along with cold
rationality gives aframework that even independence movements are rejected.
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Extended Abstract

This article deals with the critical review of the book "The Foreign Policy of Iran: A
Developing Nation in World Affairs, 1500-1941". The importance of choosing this
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work is that the author of the work, Ruhollah Ramezani, is the initiator of theoretical
studies of the history of Iran's foreign policy. This approach in that period, i.e. the years
after World War |1, was considered an innovative thing for all third-world countries. On
the other hand, by trandating it into Fars, despite the gap of fifty years since its
creation, due to the poverty of the source and the richness of the work, it was quickly
noticed by intellectua and academic circles. Asfar asit seems, there is nothing wrong
with thiswork. The main idea of the book is that despite the political devel opments over
five hundred years, unrealistic traditionalism has ruled Iran's foreign policy. The main
claim of this article is to clarify its content problems and theoretical weaknesses while
reading it critically. Conservatism is the essence of his theory, which aong with cold
rationality gives a framework that even independence movements are regjected. The
method of the article is descriptive-anaytical. Ramezani was one of the pioneers of
theoretica studies in the foreign policy of non-important states and the third world,
especialy Iran. This book was written to extract the pattern of Iran's foreign policy in a
relatively long period (amost five hundred years). The result was that due to the long-
standing institution of the monarchy and its tyranny, in practice, the fate of the country
was completely dependent on the persona decisions of the Shah. Also, the Shahs
looked at the category of foreign relations with their nostalgic and idedlistic mentality.
The output of this mentality was the kings unrealism in foreign policy. As a result,
many wars and waves of peace actualy led to the weakening of Iran's power in the
region and the world. The central concept of his analysis of foreign policy isrationality.
His criterion for measuring it is matching the goals with the possibilities. For the
application of this idea, a three-element model is designed, with the help of which the
degree of rationality is checked: internal situation, externa environment, and foreign
policy. Foreign policy must create a balance between the other two elements. This
simple mode was criticized in this article due to theoretica ambiguities and historical
contradictions. There is a kind of conservatism in this theory. Because every effort of
thekingsto recover thelost landsis condemned with the argument that when the central
government is weak, annexationism leads to more failures. This was while some of
these efforts were successful. It seems that not the annexationism itself, but the way of
planning and military strategy to achieve the goals should be the problem.

Extreme rationalism has been imposed on socio-historical phenomena. Ramezani,
influenced by the scientism and rationalism of the first half of the 20th century,
designed a simple three-dimensional model of rationality in foreign policy, and then
studied the behavior of the past and their results with this template. According to him,
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all actions must be successful, otherwise, it will be included in the list of irrationality.
This is despite the fact that political actors, as a limited wise human being, do not have
all the details of noble affairs, and not all events proceed according to their wishes and
plans. In the same book, although Reza Shah's neighborhood policy is considered a sign
of maturity of rationality, it is known as one of the dark points of his career today. Since
the weakness of Iran's military power was assumed, Ramezani considered any kind of
independence and nationalism, whether in the Islamist or nationalist discourse, which
contradicted the vital interests of the great powers, to be against rationality. Reza Shah
also behaved correctly to the extent that he went too far in pursuing the third power
policy and the vital interests of England and Russia in Iran were endangered. The
policy-making result of these premises is the conservative nature of his theory. In other
words, third-world or weaker powers should always cooperate with great powers in
"maintaining the status quo".
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