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Abstract
Introduction: The proliferation of fake news on social media has undermined
reliable journalism and trustworthy information. This issue has prompted gov-
ernments and media organizations to seek effective solutions for detecting and
combating fake news. This research addresses the challenge of identifying the
components of fake news on social networks, particularly in the context of protest
activities. The primary goal is to identify and present the components of fake news
disseminated during Iran’s 2022 street protests. Sub-goals include understanding
the components of fake news across various domains (political, economic, artistic,
cultural, and sports) and analyzing their role in spreading protests.
Method: This study examines the components of fake news on the BBC Persian
Instagram network during Iran’s street protests (September 2021 to March 2022).
Using a qualitative approach, the research employs conventional and directed con-
tent analysis to analyze 60 Instagram posts. The verification of fake news and its
classification were conducted using data from credible sources such as the “Spe-
cial Line of Fars News Agency,” “Fact Nameh,” and “Fact Yar.”
Findings: The analysis of 60 news contents, using keywords such as “fake news,”
“protest,” and “disturbance,” yielded 1,150 data points. Five main categories
emerged from the core codes:

1. News Credibility(type and source of news),

2. Creating Doubt(consequences and spreading uncertainty),

3. Generating Potential for Protests and Disturbances(e.g., influencing

public opinion),
4. Fake News Detection(e.g., information warfare, persuasive techniques),
and

5. Media Literacy(e.g., verifying videos, timing of fake news dissemination).
The findings reveal that foreign Persian-language media, particularly the BBC
Persian network, played a direct and central role in escalating discontent, political
activism, and public unrest. These media outlets portrayed the 2022 protests as na-
tionwide, ideological, and purposeful, while also attempting to tarnish the image
of the Iranian regime, its officials, and security institutions. However, the lead-
ership and religious authority system in Iran played a crucial role in countering



these efforts. The Supreme Leader’s emphasis on national security, independence,
and unity, along with support for security and military institutions, helped prevent
widespread insecurity and strengthened national cohesion.

Conclusion: This research analyzed over 100 virtual pages of the BBC Persian
Instagram network related to the 2022 protests, collecting 1,150 data points. Us-
ing MAXQDA 2022 software and thematic coding, the study identified five key
components of fake news dissemination: news credibility, fake news detection,
creating doubt, media literacy, and generating potential for protests and riots. The
findings highlight the role of foreign media as a tool for black propaganda, linking
it to concepts such as the post-truth era, information warfare, public opinion de-
ception, and fake news verification.

Keywords:Fake news, Iran 2022 protests, Iran riots, Mahsa Amini, qualitative
content analysis.
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1. Unintentional reporting mistakes

2. rumors that do not originate from a particular news article
3. Conspiracy theories

4. satire that is unlikely to be misconstrued as factual

5. false statements by politicians

6. reports that are slanted or misleading but not outright false
7. Barclay

8. Mercenary Fake News

9. Fake News with an Agenda

10. Satirical Fake News

11. Filter bubble
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