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Abstract

The digital age has been accompanied by profound transformations in the field
of information and communication technology. These transformations have sig-
nificantly impacted all aspects of human life, including the media sector. Media,
as a powerful tool for shaping public opinion and advancing democracy, plays a
central role in modern societies. However, these rapid and extensive changes have
brought new challenges for legal systems and increasingly highlighted the need to
review and adapt media laws to new conditions.

In the digital age, media laws serve as a legal framework for media activities,
playing a vital role in preserving freedom of expression, regulating cyberspace,
developing the digital economy, maintaining national security, and ensuring pub-
lic order. These laws help create a safe and healthy environment for information
exchange and the free expression of ideas by defining the rights and obligations of
various actors in the media sphere. Additionally, media laws contribute to greater
transparency and accountability in the media by regulating the relationships be-
tween the government, media, and citizens, and preventing the misuse of media.
The rapid evolution of technology and the emergence of digital platforms have
created multiple challenges for media laws. Among these challenges are the high
speed of technological changes, the definition of abstract issues such as freedom of
expression and privacy, conflicts of interest, the globalization of media, and the ac-
countability of online platforms. For instance, artificial intelligence and machine
learning have raised new questions regarding the accountability of algorithms and
the dissemination of misinformation. Furthermore, determining the boundary be-
tween freedom of expression and the dissemination of hate speech or fake news
has always been a subject of debate.

To address these challenges, there is a need for comprehensive and collabora-
tive approaches. Some of the most important solutions include: flexibility of laws,
international cooperation, engagement with stakeholders, development of media
literacy, and the use of regulatory technologies. However, it is essential to ensure
that these technologies are designed to respect user privacy.

Research in the field of media laws is particularly important for better understand-
ing the challenges and opportunities present in this area and providing appropriate
solutions. By conducting comparative studies on media laws in different countries,
one can identify the strengths and weaknesses of domestic laws and take steps to
improve them. Additionally, research in this field can contribute to the develop-
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ment of legal theories concerning media, strengthen international cooperation, and
enhance democracy.

Given the complexities of this era, the formulation and implementation of effec-
tive and efficient media laws require special attention and comprehensive collabo-
ration. Comparative analysis of media legal systems can help develop democracy,
strengthen human rights, and combat global threats.

In this context, studying and analyzing the legal system governing media in vari-
ous countries is recognized as a powerful tool for better understanding the role and
position of media in diverse societies. In this research, using an analytical-com-
parative method, and utilizing legal sources, previous studies, and analysis of laws
and judicial practices, the similarities and differences in the media legal systems
of Iran and the United States have been examined. The main focus is on concepts
such as freedom of expression, the right to access information, press responsibil-
ity, press offenses, and media regulation. The results indicate that both countries
believe in freedom of expression as a fundamental value, but in practice, we ob-
serve different limitations and interpretations. Additionally, the structure of media
ownership in these two countries shows significant differences: in the U.S., own-
ership is primarily private and diverse, while in Iran, a significant portion of the
media is under the ownership or supervision of the government and state institu-
tions. The research concludes that understanding these differences and similarities
is essential for improving media laws in both countries.

Furthermore, the research addresses the contradictions of a country that claims to
be the cradle of freedom of expression. American history is filled with examples
that show that this country, despite its claims of defending freedom of expression,
has in practice suppressed various social movements. From the civil rights move-
ment of African Americans to anti-war protests, we have always witnessed restric-
tions on freedom of expression. In recent years, student protests against the Gaza
war and the “Black Lives Matter” movement have faced harsh police responses.
Additionally, the extensive restrictions imposed on social media for political and
economic interests highlight the existing contradiction between the claim of free-
dom of expression and the reality. The reasons for these contradictions include
ambiguous definitions of freedom of expression, changing political priorities of
governments, new tools of repression, and the conflict between freedom of expres-
sion and political interests.

Ultimately, while freedom of expression is a fundamental value, there are many
significant limitations to this freedom in practice, and when conflicts arise be-
tween this claimed freedom and political interests, it is attacked in the most severe
and unjust manner.

Keywords: Freedom of Expression, Iran and the United States, Comparative
Study, Legal Systems, Media and Law.
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1. Marshal McLuhan
2. Mass communication

3. Freedom of Speech
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1. Panoptic

2. synoptic
3. Self-censorship
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1. Media diversity
2. Stereotypes
3. Misunderstandings

4. Contradictions
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1. Communication rights
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Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting
the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or
the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for

a redress of grievances. (Congress of the United States of America,2024).
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1. Federal Communications Commission (FCC)

Slollns
' 5—4!—AL‘;IT o5
elapiisdalyg
Jalub
g30lots
1ol iy

e



Slolllas
1 5—4!—-6I_‘| o5
eLaahsdaslyg
Jalyb
09305los
1ol linls

wy

ezt 5 313 by L Ololm ol IS o Lisl sdoecs VLl s LbLS|
B s 3l 5 S o SaS cmis ol 53 (Il 5 (B Jaoes SO sl 4 il
S e clibloes HEIS S as

O 5 s 40 5 A 323 V499 Il 13 050 ol to oMbl gl 3T g8 . Y ¥
s ol es OleMblag o s G

0 aS Cnl odma VL s oslis 5 g o158 31 (S el RPN
b3ls 51,3 dlias oo Jlesl 5o a8 (Sledblay (o s G 528 2l Oy -2
O g an 9 A8 o oo w3 53 wodlad Il SG Olsse 40 056 ol s e
3, Shas o g dnS CnS (6 pios OleMbl e 53 Wlaanal 5590 55 U das e o3l
.(Freedom of Information Act,2024) kil acils < )Uas of
roblicd g lacus giows
SLeMbl I 5 el Lzl 5 Lacas sdows )13 05506 ool canl 5525 L
Gl Jlows L 3 (gt o (o ol dile (Vs g el (S
A )y 0550 ol D e 1 L R als s
s 45 Coenl
s 3550 53 moge DleMbl L2l )3 age L2 bidlw Jsb 43 0556 ol
il s g idaos 4 b o il 5 u5 Sl osliseule g c3ld a3l Cilides
Lzl gl 5550 ol Sl e 9V 5 Gliises (1,080 55 ol 03,5 L
ooy Olgy p e o3 5135 Sen S) po (l d 3 48T IS e el (SledUb
relsls g b il
La il 2l (B ol 520 528 (2 Al L 050 (o) coenl 225
D wolo,le

G255 4 b il 5 ol (S Lo il 5 1 Sl 5 3B
s sl sl oledl L sl o

s dn )y gmzen Sl K0 Gldliie o)l gms B 55 1ccul 353 slaaya
Lopd 3 e Sl g5 3l gl o laag e

a0l ag 0556 Gl 53 Skt ) Sy Bl s
g e ke (e s 4 cul S g i

1. Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)




2o oSl 5 el (gl e sl o ledbl T 056 S
3L 050 ol 55 5 ol sl 51 Oledl (6l o (I ol b o sdseec YL
Lol Cdl s 5 cnl 35 Ao 35 5 La Ml ) (6l pslios Sl 230
RSLPYE

G2 s 55 ads 5 sl s HUT 51 0 06 ol tealy oS 0B . Y ¥
A o gl VAV Jlw s Ol aded o 315 IS o lablows jloms 8

Gl L aS el il 5l glas sazes K0 ol sdsene N sl S0 500
Laslsdle 5 Lapdd o i po (LaslesS asile ool ST 0805 sy 3 58 5l emlas
e O I ] I W DU P ] I ) O S W o Y U la
S (6 Sl Saen b (S5 oS ) 5 Sl el JSTs g LT S eslizul 6 5o
'l S0P S ol
PG ool b 0055 caly S 0556 e 31 ST 4ol (sl iedlal ol
A (5, 31 S S U 5 Bl 5,5 6

LS 3 0I5 e oy Sd Ll cimnd ol ey Secd ar Shiecs
Al dde Sl 6 K 5 e SIL

ol a5 ST Sl olans] G cny oS el sl i
2l 1y ol S Gl JUT Ll 5 |2 (s 0

dibe GUST 1 5laes b glroslinul 3 5 am cly oS 0 5506 taslivas eslisul
oas e o3l i Ly 5 el Glial gl J 58 i

3 o 8 Sl 350w ol S LU cbli> glsy i tebli> olsy cods
S5 o ges CSdle 3l Sl el 0L

5 e VRS Jl 53 05506 ol 1 (Ko g 28U (o gt o - 556 . Y20
oS o edablons 1) S S OB o gl o

ol SV )3 JDad 028 S5 S S Db (o s o 0556
ol iy 313l (ST 2SI bS5 iblons )y e 4y S
5Pl slagals i i L s dd o sad VAAP Jw 55 0506 ol Lol
el o sl ki (S S OB e 2

1. Electronic Communications Privacy Act (ECPA)
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1. Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA)
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