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Objective: “Urban development, as one of the vital aspects of societal progress, is influenced
by various factors including development communications. These communications, involving
the exchange of information and experiences between citizens and administrators, play a
significant role in guiding and managing urban changes. As a city with strategic importance
in Bushehr province, Asalouyeh has experienced remarkable developments in urban
development. Recognized as an emerging industrial and economic hub, the city's effective
and prominent economic role has led to citizen dissatisfaction. This research investigates the
role of development communications in urban development based on four dimensions:
economic, demographic, environmental, and physical. The purpose of this study is to identify
the status of development focusing on the mentioned quadruple dimensions in order to
recognize the position of development communications in the development of Asalouyeh city
and to provide solutions for improving development processes in the city's future.

Methods: The research was conducted in a documentary manner using questionnaires. 373
questionnaires were prepared using Cochran's formula and completed by 343 citizens and 30
experts, professors, consultants, and city officials. The output of this research is presented in
the form of tables and charts using Excel software and by referring to documents and aerial
photographs.

Results: The results indicate the direct impact of the construction and expansion of the South
Pars Gas Field complex on the development and expansion of Asalouyeh city in the
mentioned four dimensions, which these effects were not solely positive and had significantly

more negative impacts.

Conclusions: Considering the results obtained from the city's development status, there is a
need for cooperation and increased effective communication between city officials and
citizens in order to preserve dynamic and citizen-satisfying development.

Cite this article: Avani, M. & Latifi, G.R. (2024). The Role of Development Communications in Urban Development (Case
Study: Development in the City of Asaluyeh). News Science, 13 (3), 1-20.

DOI: http//doi.org/ 10.22034/1rsi.2024.470880.1222

© The Author(s).
DOl : http//doi.org/ 10.22034/1rsi.2024.470880.1222



https://orcid.org/0009-0009-6216-6157
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8120-2207

EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The Role of Development Communications in Urban Development
(Case Study: Development in the City of Asaluyeh)

Maryam Avani'®!' | Gholam Reza Latifi?

1 Corresponding author, Graduate student of urban and regional planning, Department of Social Sciences, Allameh Tabataba'i
University, Tehran, Iran. E-mail: m.avani@atu.ac.ir

2. Professor, Urban and Regional Planning Group, Department of Social Sciences, Allameh Tabataba'i University, Tehran, Iran. E-
mail: latifi@atu.ac.ir

Interduction

Urban development, as one of the key aspects of societal advancement, is
influenced by various factors, including development communications.
These communications involve the exchange of information and
experiences between citizens and managers, playing a crucial role in
managing urban changes. As an industrial and economic hub in Bushehr
Province, the city of Assaluyeh has experienced significant
transformations in urban development. However, the economic impacts of
this city have led to citizen dissatisfaction. This research examines the role
of development communications in the urban development of Assaluyeh,
analyzing four dimensions: economic, demographic, environmental, and
physical. The aim of this study is to identify the challenges and
opportunities for improving the quality of life for citizens and enhancing
urban development processes.

The objective of this study is to assess the status of urban development in
Assaluyeh based on the aforementioned four dimensions to identify the
role of development communications in urban development.

Research Methodology

This research investigates development communications and their impact
on the urban development of Assaluyeh. Using qualitative and quantitative
methods, indicators related to economic, environmental, physical, and
socio-cultural aspects have been identified. Data were collected through
higher-level documents, field surveys, and questionnaires. The statistical
population included urban specialists and residents of Assaluyeh, with a
total of 373 questionnaires distributed. The questionnaires were designed
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based on four general indicators, and data analysis was conducted using
Excel software. The goal of this research is to examine the position of
development communications in the process of urban development in
Assaluyeh and to find the link between these two concepts.

Findings

The assessment of urban development across each of the environmental,
social, economic, and physical dimensions was carried out by defining
indicators present in the questionnaire. The most influential factor in the
development of Assaluyeh is the Pars Special Economic Zone, whose
effects were evaluated across various dimensions. Its establishment has
brought about a significant transformation in both the physical and non-
physical development of Assaluyeh and its surroundings, consequently
affecting the model and level of communication among residents and their
participation. This development has caused numerous damages to the
spatial, demographic, environmental, and even economic fabric of the city
due to a lack of adherence to urban development principles. It is also
noteworthy that collecting and accessing this information and filling out
the questionnaire itself represents a form of communication shaped by
technology and media advancements, highlighting the role of collective
and virtual environments. The results indicate a direct impact of
establishing and expanding the South Pars Gas Complex on the
development and expansion trends in Assaluyeh across the four mentioned
dimensions; these effects are not solely positive and have had even more
significant negative impacts. Negative impacts include issues in
communication between citizens and officials and a low level of
satisfaction and participation among citizens due to their neglect during
the development process, which are among the most important findings.

Conclusion

Due to cultural, social, economic, and physical separations between local
residents and incoming migrants, participation and social cohesion among
residents have significantly declined. In fact, the foundations of
development communications have not progressed in tandem with urban
development indicators. However, existing points of connection among
residents and available infrastructures provide hope that the foundations
for development communications are present in this city. With proper
planning and urban management across all cultural, social, economic,
physical, environmental dimensions, as well as communication



technologies, it is possible to improve and enhance the position of
development communications and urban development in Assaluyeh.
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8. Participatory Communication Theory
9. Social Exchange Theory
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