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ABSTRACT

This research aims to identify the four points of strength-weakness, opportunity and
threat of social networks for mosques and to provide a strategy for the optimal use
of these networks to improve the propaganda and media activities of mosques in the
country. The theoretical framework of this research is Barry Wellman’s networked
organization from the macro theory of his networked society. The method of this re-
search is mixed qualitative-quantitative .In the qualitative part, the method of thematic
analysis and in the quantitative part, the method of strategic analysis or SWAT has
been used as a future-research method. In the first method, the statistical population is
academic elites and experts in the field of social networks active in religious affairs and
mosques, among them the sample is based on the purposeful sampling method with
the criteria of teaching and writing for more than 5 years in the field of new media,
religion and activity. Continuous executive in the department of religious affairs and
mosques who are fully familiar with the space of networks. The sample size was also
used by the rule of theoretical saturation. In the first method, the data collection tool
is semi-structured in-depth interview and its processing tool is triple coding by King
(1998). Reliability and reliability were also used by the combined rule of John Cre-
swell, Goba and Lincoln. In the second method, the statistical population, in addition to
the elites and experts used in the previous part, are the media and propaganda activists
of the mosques, and 60 of them were selected by purposeful sampling. The data col-
lection tool in this method is a white balanced card questionnaire and data processing
is done based on SWOT, SPACE and QSPM matrices. The validity of this research in
the qualitative part is a combination of reliability and trustworthiness of John Creswell,
Goba and Lincoln, which was measured in three stages. Due to the qualitative nature
of the interview technique, while paying attention to the authenticity of the observa-
tions and data recording and the richness of the information of the selected samples
and the researcher’s analytical power, face validity was used in the phase of determin-
ing the categories and axes, and the categories and interview questions and research
questions were at the disposal of the judges. It was decided to comment on the answers
to the research questions through these categories. In the second stage, the technique
of constant comparison was used in such a way that it has been tried to have accurate
and correct evaluation in the organization of the codes, and the codes were constantly
compared with the initial codes and all the codes were adapted to the goals and ques-
tions. The third method of narration used to present evidence is the appropriate use of
quotations and notes of the interviewer in such a way that the full implementation of
the interview and the facts and bringing them accurately helped the narration. In order
to measure the reliability while repeatedly reviewing the data, the process of research
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and processing was given to two experienced researchers to control the implemented
text. Details of the method of data collection and analysis, the method and logic of
sample selection were also made in order to strengthen reliability. The findings show
that the dissemination of news, the strengthening of networking between mosque offi-
cials and citizens, and mobilization are among the most important strengths and false
social solidarity, the involvement of mosque officials and people in cyberspace, the
dissemination of fake news, among the most important weaknesses, persuasion The
network of religion, the globalization of mosque activities, the diversity and multi-
plicity of mosque audiences are among the points of opportunity and the promotion
of religious superstitions by biased people, the virtual addiction of mosque activists
and the weakening of the Iranian Islamic family are among the points of threat. The
most important strategy is to design, produce and launch local social networks by the
government in order to produce appropriate cultural, religious and educational content
by mosque activists and planning governmental and non-governmental religious insti-
tutions to produce and publish religious content in these networks. Also, the findings
showed that the coordination between the organizations in charge of producing content
and software and creating content with the coordinates of Iranian Islamic values and
providing communication services based on the cultural and religious values of the
country and the multilateral cooperation of all stakeholders including Policymakers,
the government, regulatory organizations, the private sector, and other stakeholders in
this field should be considered as a preferred strategy. Among other strategies in this
field, the government’s all-round support for the establishment of specialized local
networks of mosques in accordance with the educational and propaganda functions
and duties of Iranian mosques; Creating technical and software infrastructures for
the production of educational and cultural content of cultural centers and mobilizing
mosques by the organizations in charge of mosques; Coordination between organiza-
tions in charge of mosque affairs to produce content with the coordinates of Iranian
Islamic values and present it to mosque activists; Supporting the development of the
virtual space of the mosque environment technology and the creation of a web-based
mosque 2 next to the main mosque in the neighborhoods; Media and technology lit-
eracy training for mosque agents, from Imam Jamaat to activists of cultural centers,
for the purposeful and correct use of social networks to promote the position of the
neighborhood mosque, to attract young people and teenagers active in the field of so-
cial networks, and to guide and train them by the organizations in charge of producing
the contents of mosques; Conducting media literacy training courses through cultur-
al centers and mosque mobilization bases for neighborhood residents to strengthen
their media knowledge in order to spread correct messages in cyberspace and avoid
spreading fake news; Avoiding contentious ethnic, racial, class, religious and religious
contents by the imams of the groups and content producers of virtual networks for the
abuse of enemies; Designing a smart filtering system to monitor the contents of social
networks in the field of publishing religious, moral and educational topics; Involve-
ment of the private sector and knowledge-based companies with the help of universi-
ties to develop software programs for specialized networks in the area of the mosque
and also to produce its content.
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Social Network, Mosque, Pathology, Preferred Strategy, Optimal Strategy.
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