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Abstract

Mythology of the end of the world is generally associated with the
description of apocalyptic disasters in many ancient religions. Among these
apocalyptic disasters, the theme of "ekpyrosis [conflagration] in Stoic
apocalyptic texts" is a special one, since this myth of the end of existence
has a central role. Due to the existence of similar narratives of this theme in
Indo-Iranian apocalyptic texts, many researchers emphasize on its Indo-
Iranian origins. The ancient mythological evidence of this theme in ancient
Greece, as well as the existence of similar examples in other Indo-European
peoples, are some other evidences for the possibility of its Indo-European
origin. Therefore, the research problem is to investigate the origin of
"ekyprosis" in the Greek Stoic philosophical texts. Using library sources
and a descriptive-analytical method, this research investigates the
philosophical, religious and mythological documents of ancient Greece and
other Indo-European peoples and reached the conclusion that the origin of
this theme is the apocalyptic beliefs of the early Indo-European peoples;
they believed existence is destroyed through endless cycles, by disasters
such as fire and flood, and a new existence is reborn again.

Keywords: ekyprosis, eschatology, apocalyptic disasters, Indo-European
beliefs, Stoic teachings.
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