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. Al-Nu*minl,
for instance, ssts out to defend ib by basing himeslf on al-sifr ol-swneal (Le.
Genesis). He cites » statement by al-Hassn b. Sulayméin, s Jewish schalar
fram Arrajin, to the efloot that Ishmael was also called Mid. This is »
suppossdly Hebrew word meaning ‘ the peaised one (mulommad)’, and it is

therefore also the Hebrew form of the Prophet's name.” Onee it is establlshed
that Ishmeel and Muhsmmad share an identical name, it ia aesy to see how the
sams idea may be applied to Ishmacl’s sons and Muhammad’s desceodants.
And indeed, al-Hasan b. Sulaymin enumerates the names of the 12 sons of
Ishmael ¥ and explains that these also refer to the 12 Imims." When acked
wherte (literally, in which sdra) these names occur, he (srroneously) mentions
MOAlE Sulaymdn, i.e. the Book of Praverbs,® As further evidence, al-Hasen ulso
quotes the passage, * I have heard your prayer for lshmael, I have blessad him
and will make him froitful, I will multiply his descendants; he shall be father
of twelve princes, and I will raise & great nation from him’ (Gen. xvii, 20).2
Threa other Jews yubsequently confirm the genuineness of these quotations
and support the interpretations given to them by al-Hazan b, Bulaymin.*t
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