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1. Casual conditions

2. Actions & interactions
3. Context

4. Intervening conditions
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Study of Factors Affecting User Activity
in Virtual Networks and the Social Harms Arising
from It in Mazandaran Province

Fatemeh Amerian*

Abstract

Objective: Membership in virtual social networks has posed challenges
and problems for individuals in society in recent years. It seems that the
unconscious activity of individuals in these networks and the lack of sufficient
media literacy have led to the emergence or exacerbation of certain social
harms in Mazandaran Province. This study aims to answer the main question
of what factors influence user activity in virtual networks and what are the
most significant social harms of these networks in Mazandaran Province ?

% Methodology: This research is qualitative in nature and was conducted
4 using grounded theory methodology. The research population consists of
3 individuals who have experienced social harms related to virtual networks.
?1‘ Sampling was done purposefully, considering the theoretical saturation
%

criterion. In-depth interviews and document analysis were used to collect data.

Findings: The factors influencing individuals' membership and activity
in virtual networks can be categorized into primary and secondary factors.
Additionally, other factors create contextual conditions for membership in
these networks and influence user interactions in this space .

Discussion and Conclusion: The negative effects of activity in virtual
networks can be divided into several major groups: exposure to cyber
violence, mood and psychological disorders, physical problems, educational
disruptions, and sexual misconduct. Social isolation, various forms of
violence, running away from home, and divorce are among the main social
harms associated with virtual networks in Mazandaran Province .

Keywords: social harm, virtual networks, grounded theory, Mazandaran
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