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Abstract:

Research Objective: The aim of this research is to analyze the
future presence of religious humans in the metaverse. Based on
various perspectives and opinions, we delve into the belief
systems and actions of religious individuals within the
metaverse. We present a clear picture using an exploratory
approach, categorizing potential, plausible, and probable
futures. Finally, we propose a normative future based on
religious criteria.

Research Methodology: This qualitative study employs the
futures research approach and Delphi technique for analyzing
the future. The Delphi technique is used in two stages to reach
consensus.
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Findings: According to experts' viewpoints, religious
individuals in the metaverse experience a blending of values.
Their values are a mixture of religious and non-religious
elements. Some of these values are unstable and depend on
individual goals within their value system, leading to fluid
identity. Due to insufficient cognitive reference points and
structural requirements, there is a growing tendency to rely on
celebrities as cognitive references.

Discussion and Conclusion: Exploratory futures suggest
instability in users' values and fluid identity. To enhance the
religious environment for devout users, three fundamental
steps are necessary: first, providing media literacy tailored to
the metaverse; second, managing metaverse algorithms based
on religious criteria in native platforms.
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