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Introduction

In the annals of human history, the examination of
warfare and military leadership has perennially
captivated the minds of scholars, historians, and
enthusiasts alike. This article delves into the intricate
realms of psychological analysis, exploring the
behavior of war commanders during the mythological
and heroic epochs as vividly chronicled in Ferdowsi's
Shahnameh and Homer's Iliad and Odyssey. The
mythological narratives, steeped in heroic exploits
and divine interventions, serve as rich repositories of
insights into the complex interplay of psychological
factors that influenced the conduct of military leaders.
The foundation of this exploration lies in a meticulous
review of theoretical frameworks related to military
command and the psychological dimensions of
leadership. Drawing upon contemporary theories, the
initial segment of this article establishes a conceptual
scaffold, delving into the psychological intricacies
inherent in the art of war leadership. The subsequent
phase unfolds as an immersive journey into the poetic
realms of Ferdowsi and Homer, where the epic sagas
unfold tales of valor, tragedy, and strategic brilliance.
Ferdowsi's Shahnameh, an epic of Persian literature,
and Homer's Iliad and Odyssey, foundational works
in Western literature, provide a rich tapestry for the
examination of war commanders' behavior. Through
a close reading of these mythological masterpieces,
this article meticulously mines the verses dedicated to
military leaders, scrutinizing their decision-making
processes, emotional responses, and the underlying
psychological motivations that propelled them into
the crucible of war. The analysis aims to unearth not
only the tactical brilliance of these commanders but
also the nuanced psychological dimensions that
shaped their leadership styles.

The comparison of the mythological and heroic
periods across cultural contexts enhances the breadth
and depth of this inquiry. By juxtaposing the Persian
and Greek narratives, the article seeks to identify
commonalities and divergences in the psychological
profiles of war commanders. This cross-cultural
exploration adds a layer of complexity to the analysis,
offering a holistic understanding of how cultural,
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societal, and mythological elements converge to mold
the psyche of military leaders.

In conclusion, this article embarks on a scholarly
odyssey, intertwining theoretical insights with
literary analysis, to unravel the psychological
intricacies of war commanders during the
mythological and heroic eras. Through the lens of
Ferdowsi's Shahnameh and Homer's Iliad and
Odyssey, this research endeavors to contribute to the
broader discourse on the multifaceted nature of
military leadership, shedding light on the enduring
relevance of these ancient narratives in decoding the
complexities of human behavior in times of war.

Method

The present article is of a library-based nature,
employing an analytical-descriptive methodology.
The approach involves an initial exploration of
relevant theories on warfare command and
management,  particularly  focusing on the
psychological components of military leadership.
Subsequently, through a meticulous examination of
two epic works, the Shahnameh and the Iliad and
Odyssey, verses related to the methods and
techniques of war command are scrutinized and
documented. The research culminates in the analysis
and dissection of the compiled materials.

This analytical-descriptive methodology signifies a
comprehensive  investigation  that  combines
theoretical insights with literary analysis. The initial
phase involves a thorough exploration of scholarly
theories pertaining to warfare command and
management, with a specific emphasis on
psychological facets. This theoretical foundation
serves as a conceptual framework for the subsequent
analysis of epic works. The examination of the
Shahnameh, Iliad, and Odyssey contributes to a
nuanced understanding of the depicted methods and
techniques of war command, drawing insights from
both the theoretical and literary domains. The
methodology underscores a meticulous and
systematic approach in gathering and interpreting
information, aligning with the scholarly standards
expected in library-based research.
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Results

In this article, a psychological analysis of the
behavior of war commanders in the mythological and
heroic periods of Ferdowsi's Shahnameh and Homer's
Iliad and Odyssey is conducted. The research method
is library-based and relies on document analysis,
employing an analytical-descriptive approach. The
examination of conflicts among commanders
indicates a pronounced and vivid element of conflict
in these narratives, with each story primarily
revolving around the theme of confrontation. The
types of conflicts are predominantly interpersonal,
especially among war commanders, given the
historical nature of these tales. The motivations
behind these conflicts often include power struggles,
territorial expansion, the pursuit of justice, resistance
against oppression, revenge, and the battle against
internal and external enemies.

The conflicts portrayed in these historical narratives
are shaped by the characters' personalities and their
psychological traits, aligning with Alfred Adler's
personality theory. War commanders in these works
occasionally exhibit feelings of inferiority, leading
them to engage in power displays and territorial
expansion to compensate for perceived weaknesses.
From Adler's perspective, some commanders may
harbor a sense of inferiority, prompting them to seek
power and dominance.

Despite being historical narratives, these selected
stories reflect elements of Leo Strauss's approach and
theoretical framework, highlighting the characters'
motivations that go beyond the historical context. The
driving forces behind these characters' conflicts are
not solely based on the motives mentioned in
historical records but are influenced by their ideals,
goals, and psychological characteristics. Alfred
Adler's perspective further delves into the
psychological aspects of these characters, revealing
how their aspirations, objectives, and personality
traits directly impact their involvement in conflicts.
In conclusion, while these narratives are categorized
as historical stories, the inclusion of elements from
Leo Strauss's perspective and Alfred Adler's
personality theory enriches the analysis of these tales.
The motivations of the characters in these conflicts
extend beyond historical events, encapsulating their
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ideals, objectives, and psychological traits, providing
a comprehensive understanding of the psychological
dimensions embedded in these epic narratives.

Conclusion

The "Shahnameh," an epic poem written by Ferdowsi,
is divided into three distinct periods: the mythological
era, commencing with the first human, Keyumars,
and continuing until the reign of Freydun; the heroic
era, marked by the relentless struggle between good
and evil, initiated with the uprising of Kaveh the
Blacksmith during Freydun's era and concluding with
his victory over the tyrant Zahhak; and the historical
era, characterized by the significant historical event
of the Arab invasion led by Sa'd ibn Abi Waqgqgas from
the Nahavand region. Despite the sacrificial efforts of
Rostam, the Iranian Empire collapses, and the Islamic
forces conquer all regions of Iran. As a consequence,
the first blow inflicted upon Iran is the destruction of
the Persian language.

The epic narrates wars driven primarily by revenge or
enmity, such as the battle between Rostam and
Sohrab. Despite almost reaching the realization that
Sohrab is his son, Rostam neglects to acknowledge
this fact, as confronting it would taint Rostam's heroic
image, necessitating him to defend Iran as a champion
against external enemies, even if the adversary is his
own son. The conflicts are often rooted in deep-seated
animosities, such as the rivalry between Siavash and
Kay Khosrow. Each confrontation is a manifestation
of a deep-seated grudge towards a specific event or
individual.

Moreover, the Shahnameh, laden with profound
ethical content, serves as a moral guide for wise
readers, fostering a foundation for better living for
both themselves and others. The inclusion of ethical
admonitions signifies Ferdowsi's commitment to
commendable ethical principles. The epic is replete
with  moral lessons, underscoring Ferdowsi's
inclination towards celebrated virtues.

In contrast, the heroes of the Iliad, while possessing
human flaws and characteristics, exhibit a distinct
focus on violence and a peculiar simplicity in their
lives and experiences. Their desires, weaknesses, and
specific vices cannot be concealed, creating a
narrative rich with contradictions and contrasts. The
heroes manifest alternations between bravery and
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cowardice, noble and selfish tendencies, reflecting
the complexities of their characters.

Research findings indicate that the war commanders
in Ferdowsi's Shahnameh, when compared to those in
the lliad and Odyssey, demonstrate superior skills in
stress management and decision-making under
critical circumstances. The research also suggests that
the conflicts between war commanders in the lliad
and Odyssey are more pronounced, aligning with Leo
Strauss's perspective on the intense and prominent
conflicts among commanders. However, the
motivations for conflicts in the Iliad and Odyssey
often revolve around power acquisition or the pursuit
of women, while in the Shahnameh, the quest for
power takes precedence over other motivations.

In conclusion, the Shahnameh provides a nuanced
perspective on war commanders, showcasing their
superior skills, ethical inclinations, and complex
motivations, while the heroes of the Iliad and
Odyssey present a tapestry of human flaws, violence,
and simplicity. This comparative analysis contributes
to a deeper understanding of the psychological and
ethical dimensions embedded in these epic narratives.
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