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Abstract

Administrative corruption entails a considerable part of the organizational life from which
all countries and organizations suffer somehow. Societies and organizations only differ from
one another in that the dimensions of this type of corruption are different. The development
and growth of societies are due to having healthy and dynamic organizations. In the context
of grounded theory, this study is aimed at exploring the psychological processes associated
with administrative corruption in government organizations. This research is developed to
address the following question: "What psychological processes make officials to commit
administrative offenses?" To find an answer for this question, the experience and viewpoints
of the offenders undertaking imprisonment for their illegal deeds, were explored. The
researchers employed grounded theory, as one of the best qualitative methods compatible to
answer the main question of this study. Semi-structured interviews were employed to collect
data. Having achieved theoretical saturation method by interviewing 26 imprisoned
administrative offenders, the collected data were analyzed by constant comparative analysis
as well as open, axial, and selective coding. The analysis resulted in the identification of 126
initial codes, 17 concepts, 5 categories, and 3 main classes. The categories included
individual context (spiritual and personality factors), organizational context (human resource
and professional factors of the organization), and ultra-organizational context (environmental
factors). In conclusion, “the theory of psychological processes of administrative corruption”
was developed on the basis of the collected data.

Keywords: psychological processes; psychology of corruption; organizational context;
individual context; ultra-organizational context; grounded theory; lranian
administrative system.
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