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The Genealogy of the Narrations on “Saba‘a Ahruf”’ with Emphasis on the
Perspectives of Sunni and Shia Traditions"
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Abstract

This study investigates the renowned narration of “Saba‘a Ahruf” (the Quran's
revelation on seven letters), a topic central to discussions on the Quran's modes
of revelation. Sunni scholars generally accept this narration, offering diverse
interpretations for the term “Ahruf.” Conversely, some contemporary Shia
scholars argue that this narration originated in Sunni sources and was later
adopted into Shia traditions, thereby rejecting its foundational authenticity. The
necessity for a genealogical study arises to reassess the origins and authenticity
of'the “Saba‘a Ahruf” narrations. According to the findings of this research, Umar
bin al-Khattab was the first to articulate this narration. His intellectual
framework, characterized by ijtihad against explicit textual evidence (nass),
permitted variances in Quranic readings and other verbal differences, attributing
them to the Prophet Mohammad. Furthermore, the narration reported by Sheikh
al-Saduq in Shia sources is deemed unreliable due to weak transmission chains
and its textual resemblance to similar narrations in Sunni collections.
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Quran, Transferred Narrations.
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