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Abstract

There exists considerable discourse among scholars from both Sunni and Shia
perspectives concerning the belief of the People of the Book (Jews and
Christians) in Prophet Jesus (AS), as indicated in verse 159 of Surah An-Nisa.
The variation in interpretations stems from differing understandings of the
phrases "bi-hi" (in him) and "qgabla mawtihi" (before his death) within the verse.
These interpretations can be classified into six primary categories: (1) belief in
Jesus prior to his death, (2) belief prior to the death of the People of the Book, (3)
belief in Prophet Mohammad (PBUH) at the time of death, (4) belief in both
Prophet Mohammad (PBUH) and Imam Ali (PBUH) at their respective deaths,
(5) a universal belief in Prophet Mohammad (PBUH) during the return of Jesus
in the end times, and (6) acknowledgment of the Imamate by the descendants of
Fatimah (SA) at the time of their death. This research utilizes a descriptive-
analytical approach to assess and analyze the evidence and arguments that
support each interpretation. The perspective that connects the belief of the People
of the Book to the period of Jesus' return before his death, as well as during the
Mabhdi's (AJ) arrival and Jesus’ return in the end times, is substantiated by the
context of the verse and additional corroborative evidence. Furthermore,
interpretations that involve other members of the Ahl al-Bayt can be viewed as
an application or extension of the verse's overarching principle, which may also
pertain to the time of Imam Mahdi's (AJ) emergence when Jesus descends from
the heavens. Although the verse seems to address a specific group, its
implications are universal, extending to all individuals across various epochs.

Keywords: Return of Jesus, Era of the Mahdi’s Appearance, Verse 159 of
Surah An-Nisa (4:159), Belief of the People of the Book.
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