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Interpretation of Narrations through the Approach of Quranic Verses:
A Comparative Study on Music in the Thought of the Supreme Leader

(May Allah Protect Him) *
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Abstract

Interpreting Quranic verses through narrations, known as "Tafsir al-Ayat bil-
Riwayat" (interpretation of verses with narrations), is a traditional method for
extracting meanings from the Quran. However, an important question arises: can
the themes and meanings of narrations themselves be interpreted through the lens
of Quranic verses? This question is particularly relevant when discussing music
(ghina). Some argue that the Quran provides context for narrations about music,
referring to verses that condemn misleading and immoral speech, associating
music with these verses as part of their thematic content. Others, however, see
these verses as mere contextual references for the rulings on music. The Supreme
Leader, Ayatollah Khamenei, has analyzed these perspectives in depth, exploring
their evidential basis. This study, drawing from his thoughts, aims to examine the
impact of the cited Quranic verses on the narrations regarding music in a
methodical way. Using a descriptive-analytical approach, the findings reveal that
Ayatollah Khamenei views narrations as tools that clarify the broader context of
the verses, with the core message of the cited verses being the avoidance of
falsehood as a general principle. This principle encompasses misleading content,
such as "lahwal-hadith" (diversionary talk) and "qawl al-zur" (false speech), as
well as vocal expressions of falsehood, like "sawt lahwi" (vain sound). Thus, the
Quranic references in narrations about music derive from this broader principle
of avoiding falsehood and deceitful content.

Keywords: Quranic Verses, Narrations on Music, Content, Sound, Falsehood,
Rational Evidences.
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