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Urdu Travelogues about Iran — Part One: The Qajar Era (1800-1925)
Leila Abdi

Abstract: In South Asia, Urdu travelogue writing gained popularity in the second half of the 19th century. The most
common Urdu travelogues were written about journeys to Mecca and Medina (for Hajj/Umrah and pilgrimage) and
other religious visits to places like Iraq, Constantinople, Syria, Jerusalem, and Iran. For South Asian people, Iran was
an attractive travel destination for several reasons: the sweet Persian language, the tombs of famous poets (Ferdowsi,
Saadi, Hafez), the shrines of mystics (in Khorasan), the holy shrines of Imam Reza (A) and Lady Masoumeh (S) in
Mashhad and Qom, the resting places of philosophers (such as Mulla Sadra), and historical architecture (in Isfahan
and Rey). Due to this interest, South Asian travelers documented their experiences during their journeys or upon
their return in the form of diaries, memoirs, or travelogues, which they published. This paper first provides a brief
overview of travelogue writing in the Urdu language. It then analyzes the history of Urdu travelogues about Iran.
Since the earliest printed travelogue in Urdu about Iran dates back to 1886 (1265 AH) during the Qajar era, the paper
specifically focuses on Urdu travelogues written by travelers who visited Iran during the Qajar period (1800-1925) and
whose accounts were published in British India during that time.

Keywords: Urdu language, travelogue writing, British India (pre-1947), Iran, Qajar era (1800-1925).
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Indo-Persian Travels in the Age of Discoveries 1400-1800, By: Muzaffar Alam+
Sanjay Subrahmanyam, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007.

c(b.ﬁ‘Js c)Lb.; c@'_&g) JAB&LJ) J:JL\AJ g:‘J;“‘“f} LS)"JA‘O‘) cLS)'L.AoSL?- VAJ)'}J Qj:é))
o3 Sl s OLSl (img (5La85 (LKL (slalas) bl Lilus (5514500l
ol o 52,1 0b3 4 LS Ol s aer s BIES 4 S 2l pals | Ll
‘a@%,u g JLols 1285 35 03y51 (S0) 53y o oy 51 _oamn iy a5 A

Srod 5, L 3)lg0 5l S andldces D bag)b el (oS 5 el eolazul plewersl )
Lloded asldiS[] 55 o as)ﬂr_a Lt s Jalrs it (25 S0y ) 0 CedSS (5l iyl
331 0L5 4 biadoms s LaolS aen . dlodd 0505 9L& (30 b e ‘:gu@)l:) (3L (5y03 ‘:gl.a'@)b
53] glis pU Ao Wl (s 53 el ol S5 il ol L SO L PURP P /NI E K { PR TSI
sl 0ol 935 Lo 45 53, e Slasie bl s andl ol ol

2. Claude Russell.

D = Lo Lo S DU (VR JXIR VI SRRV Y L SR PR TP W
Orlor 5l S 5 IS oM ldoan 3lym 31y S el e (e e eyl ag
A Dl 53 ez 05 ¢ 55

e DdSa g 630 e Qlaane\ s i s A0 B s 0 Ol 4l o)
YAV ) U 135 31§ g sl

53 el Ggr Slosl 5 Kn b 0,8 sl gorle Sy JLsls ;285 Daniel Joseph Majchrowicz .0
Jlis Sl o odle (5500 93] Saasl i 055 2l5285 Al ol ol 5 Oy )58 oLailsy



Ol $)bys 52,1 05 4 slaaslin | Allis

sl 03,8 oy by Lol g 53 531 5 o) (slaaoli i 2 5 s gass

9708 oy e sianliiw adyasy WA BV 5l aS sl osld Ol 10905 b

(0f. o Olon) sl ol iy 93l @

(258 Sy 5 4 o paslipion abyaz; 5 A ST 05 5193, b5 53 o sl

G Ol o 93yl p.la.ﬂ,a sl iw s 5l ol danl 9pSUs CL.» Laxg L

3,8 o)Ll Ll

(4 ‘).'Sj “ Q;La_sjl OAYIVYY) e JESJ,QM AT Gyis @
1786 s 50 1530 a5 ey l5 el oly oy 53 (ol

¢ b ST (sedlare s OATOIVAY) ol oasl lsi S 30 G52 @
Gt JoaSS gy gl S ol damdloe e o5 sl 58U
.1823/(31228

codedandly 9pSU mbis 4 4 b oconl J5 a0 50)) glaaslyin lae oyl o250
JooS g 5 e 108 A ) 925 05 0 0Bl jgtie (Slaaeli s yotussd
.x\«:.,ﬁ}} U':')f

1838 JLuw 53 350 Lo e 1 S5 (6l lam(Gtnd 55 [2ou o 38 o 105 dan
& 75 SQ olad (g 438,55 liwsdin 5 Olewilidl o oS (K 55 <S5 sl
W/BIY0S Oliaey \WV iS5 IATA usled Y /300 Ol V0 :e S by S
13,5 Ol Bl @)\3 :0lge b 93l 0L 4 ) Slasl i o 115 NAYe olys
1843 4 )55 /31259 pl >l e ¢ g o S350 55 (O s s s

soos 401837 e 305 oy gyl 40 1837 wye 2355 ¢ 580 g 31 g 508 s
S ;503 SlayssS 5 Ll B s el p eSSl 4 183815 1837 51 (g5 . donsy
a5 53] 015 41847 Jlw 33 hanse 7235 101528 L oo [aS gy (Saslizin ' 505

31 age S (S Aalipin 1l 03, tor 5 gm0y 52)) Balijhs iz 52| Slaaaliin 815
A gyl @ Oliawg din 51 Ko iy Vi"' &abyawn ((Ble & Oliwgdon
Noe 2 (GEVWAA Glians) et (S a0 diS oLSS g JeS Loljias Jasasend )b ol 155 )
1l Aaly Ol 5 el 03,5 el |y o asens ol 4 ol s 2153555 AR e
http://dehgahi.blogfa.com/category/Y#

\0e

Yol | gy il
0 o)l | ¥ YL

V¥ (639,31



\[A)

Yol | Ghagsy dal
0 o)lets | Y0 Yl

\Fo¥ 559,31

Olsl 85Lys 9351 0L & Sbrael i | Slae

53 .MJ.&:;:.AQ;LAJJMJJ((CE‘LSJU:))))J((pubbc;an»jblgwé\jjw
OoeeS gy Sis by gy g 2015 b SUS 0l 053 Ol jeolre (slaa i 5 aaalsy
SR LS‘;—.’)-&S;GJN (<))A§d3§6~tu@b>>)\ aolidw ol sl 0l 03,00 g
w aslpie ol 051 e 9 883 D\Boms 10l b s 11898 4 )59 /(313150 Lias,

V1o 52 EIAA sy chtomi (G8) ok Cogyma ol

Ll g e300 3505 aalsl 35,81 B 5 i oy 53yl 5 &0 (mw itslipir 35 ol
5 dep b Oler G gy ilses lajpaSTh OLaypas’ Jobs 4 liplain )3
S o Sl baalaes g ladaliyy) 1o b LS s |y pliglaast b

L ot 48 el e i 23l 1551 5 sl S0y in 53 5550
slaasl i c@,&gl_pj_ﬁs e g0 0l Bloral L (B 9 29 0 adgs By
S Sl 0315 QLS 5 sl 03,8y V1880V ee (glaans o ly 93yl OLj w e dd Ol
(OV. o <YoYY ‘@3)>'=3La) RGO PTRARY (S25RP s 4A3 ,A

S 5 Al el dole Al Y051 S L sl LSS Sla ity
i (L) £(1938-2013) wlie e 03 (L) €(1920-1998) daw daes
+(1939::35,305) )30 (e

domallie JLSSL 4l olaS) ol Myl o355 55 Bl oL
Saasl aw sldad - s canliiw 4 (g9 0L ke 4 axgi L aS S e o e (S,
S aslydw Coygd ;L5 (65 hidl o 3mg0 (59 Al 53 53)) Oy 4 e dd Sl
Copgd VA Jlow 53 D\\gs 20lgae b aelia Qoo @b i3 S iie ]y Al S
Sl by Conpgd (ol oy sl YooV Jlaw 55 N\ i@ 20l b aslpn VYo
s Ja Jo ) b el il s (8 B b S ol o0l
Areds ol slaasbyiu ;K05 Conpgd Sl PIF Jlu B ods Ol (slaasl b
o2 QLS Lok din 53| (glaa 5 5 aliyy, 5o S gl g cadases o306 Goan
ol 03,28 Sl oz g s

oolly a8 315 pases Bl OlS (OlS | S e 55 O Slhases 285 BT
Colw ;3 5 ol 03,5 (65813,5 53| Lol s Foo 31 i 0S5 3l Sladlas 393



Ol $)bys 52,1 05 4 slaaslin | Allis

sl e, S aw ol 4 (g s g o0 93] (slaael i 8,5 Kitaab Nama.com
8505 0 8l ) 5o IS S jelas il 05,8 Ol o ool a sl i
YN0 M.:.Mﬁ 4....\".{» ”A‘X ‘(O\ﬁ\j 6}\» c..\..&.i\fa

oliscir ol

laseisr cawn L, QT} J_S\obﬁ Q\J_j‘ ey j':“"r':‘ o)\).ua L"MJ S p3a
g olacals L sg (Olaseas oloh olgia! Jlal 5l as sy o o>
2305 e Jlxlllpme Cl 4y 65 0Ll &le

OLBg3Ir] s ran 45 Gl 1l 03 (23S 2 Ll g 0300 (6 0)lgan <Ol
‘d’ubwj bw\)u Jasl> ‘LSJ"*-‘"‘QL*:"".‘.‘ ol e cdw)Lé cu.‘:ub) ‘_;:\J::\ €399
9 L;L.C« (aLA\ Jgleo Loy fu‘ gl ‘ﬂuu)w) LJAJ; L gL@)L—L@ 9\.@.0_..9\
Ol s (sl b Ll Gladl a8 singe S Jualse 51 Lgaal dan 0Ll 0ls)le
5l (P el 50805 53 (5505 glaolewls oL ol ROEIK S
G O-LATQS) &/5\)’*-“:’ aJS;\:: uﬁ}\&.}j_.}ui B CA_.»L:.MT S L o.\..i':;;L?:-jb)‘

(?O\‘u.a crjb o> c\‘\“)

J3els OWVIPOA s a Sy L Kalle 8193 53 «(6y30ip ¥ lyodoames
S 0ded L 5oLy 5 Sl Wle 553 Ol 5 Y (S5 adly
L 01l U s 31 Ll B3 5l e bl A 02l (ol ' Slo Byys

25 wlle lo b oledal el )5 5 ey ool b

3l ysle U}M\V.E_a\ ol af\s\m_lé_:«» 59 Ol gt a0 Lewl gt gl sl
aslu aglais ol 53, tM\d.ﬁJ& Lo, plal e e SO AR IRV O P P

AFVENOAY /(BYeAo_ Neoo (S ujLsﬂ A
QL‘;.N}M :ﬂ.});).ﬁ g;.“:a‘ &;aj..fr Jle o)L.A‘ ((.)ji)) Y

oY

Yol | gy il
0 o)l | ¥ YL

V¥ (639,31



)¢

Yol | Ghagsy dal
0 o)lets | Y0 Yl

\Fo¥ 559,31

Olsl 85Lys 9351 0L & Sbrael i | Slae

J)} L/;Laosj,i 45.,\.:3;@ S L@j)‘ L?J’fﬁ (Y’O‘\.Up cdj‘ .Uo- ALY Q) (343
'y J.:.SoK)\JMSusJ dgde s,

Shams, Alex, (2021), From guests of the Imam to unwanted foreigners: the politics
of South Asian pilgrimage to Iran in the twentieth century, Middle Eastern Studies,
Vol 57, Issue 4.
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A Life of the Earl of Mayo; Fourth Viceroy of India- By: William Wilson Hunter, 2
Volumes, London: Smith Elder & Co, First edition: 1875- Second edition: 1876.

g Oliwsdin 53 e dSS1 el ol AVY VAR 3 (g5 .(VAVYIAYY) Lord Mayo .\

5 05e &ljiw ool ceul 05,5 i 503 Sl a0 ol 5 (93 tanl > glaasl i Lo Alis gx2se ¥
s s JU Al 4ol L oSy oot B 5\ 2\ ssbaaalins aalsl 5o
Lyl e eJJJ‘QLijM iML?}jJJ‘M};MU)jM)J OlsCanl



Ol 8053 5251 0L5 4 (glaasl o | dlis

50l s a5l o ca odti iy (G Ol g ol paw 51 LSS ol 5o
ot LS S ol 5 03,55 Gy bl 4 o (g ol g s
b 510559 0 el Ol 4 4 5 endd S5l Ol (SLadal s w51 iolmobily
o2 51 Aln g oyt ) Gy o\ 45 3 a3l a4

el lgaol 525

oS dali s Y

e Oliessdin 53 305 3in SaS Al Ol 31 OVFANT) | K ol e
Olel & Copgale (Sl Ve 5IASP 51801 55 (5351 555 3L 53 el Gl
Hds Sl 0Ll B> IS (5558 h

The history of Persia, from the most early period to the present time : containing an
account of the religion, government, usages, and character of the inhabitants of that
kingdom, London: John Murray, First edition: 1815.

Sketches of Persia; from th Journals of a traveler in the East, two volumes, London:
John Murray, First edition: 1827.
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1. Major Genera Sir John Malcolm.
2. Sir Frederic John Goldsmith (1818-1308).
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