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Is Ibn Arabi the Heir of the Prophets?

An Introduction to the Book "Ibn Arabi: Heir to the Prophets" by William Chittick and Its Persian and
Arabic Translations

By: Fatemeh Aghaya

Abstract: Muhyiddin Ibn ‘Arabi (d. 638 AH), known as "the Greatest Sheikh," is a prominent figure in
Islamic mysticism and one of the most influential personalities in theoretical Sufism. Ibn ‘Arabi's writings,
particularly his book Fusis al-Hikam and some of its commentaries, have been taught in many religious
schools across the Islamic world for centuries. The first work of Ibn ‘Arabi to be published in the West was the
brief treatise Siff Terminology, which was edited and published by the German orientalist Gustav Fligel (d.
1870 CE) in 1845, along with the book al-Tarifat by Mir Sayyid Sharif Jurjani (d. 816 AH). Since then,
numerous works on Ibn ‘Arabi's ideas have been published in the West, and interest in Ibn ‘Arabi has
intensified significantly in recent decades. One of the works that introduces I Ibn ‘Arabi to the general Western
reader and provides a concise overview of his ideas is the book Ibn Arabi: Heir to the Prophets by William
Chittick. This book has been translated into Persian and Arabic. The present article introduces Chittick's book
and its translations.

Keywords: Ibn ‘Arabi, Heir to the Prophets, Haqiqat Muhammadiyya, William Chittick, Houshmand
Dehghan, Qasim Kouhdar, Mohammad Souri, Esmaeil Alikhani, Nasser Zamiriyeh.
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1. Rustom, Mohammed, Equilibrium and Realization: William Chittick on Self and Cosmos, p. 55-56.
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1. Chittik, William, Lamborn, Wilson: Divine Flashes, Paulist Press, 1982.

2. Chittick, William, The Sufi Path of Knowledge: Ibn al_Arabi's Metaphysics of Imagination, State
University of New York Prees, 1989.

3. Chittick, William, The Self-Discloesr of God: Principles of 1bn al_Arabi's Cosmology, State University
of New York Prees, 1998.
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1. Chittick, The Self-Discloesr of God, p. 9-10.
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3. The sufi of doctrine of Rumi, Bloomingtin: World Wisdom, 2005.
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1. Rustom. Mohammad, Islamic Thought and the Art of TRANSLATION, texts and Studies in Honor of
William c. Chittick and Sachiko Murata,p. XXVIIL.
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1. Chittik, William, Ibn Arabi Heir to Prophets, p22.
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1. “Wujud is also the reality of finding”, Chittik, Ibn Arabi Heir to Prophets, p 69.
2. Chittik, Ibn Arabi Heir to Prophets, p 84-85
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2. Chittik, Ibn Arabi Heir to Prophet, p.133.
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wujud is not simply the fact of being or existing - the fact that something is there to

be found. Rather, wujud is also the reality of finding, which is to say that it is

awareness, consciousness, understanding and knowledge.’
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