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A Review of the Book ""Cognitive Science of Religion™ by Naeimeh Pourmohammadi
By: Mohammed Soori & Meisam Fasihi Ramandi

Abstract: Research in any field requires that the researcher clearly distinguishes their contributions from
previous work, so that readers can easily identify which parts of the text are the result of the researcheris own
efforts and which parts are derived from others' research. Critiquing works that do not adhere to this essential
requirement and identifying instances of copying and plagiarism undoubtedly contributes to improving the
quality of research writing. This article critiques the book "Cognitive Science of Religion" authored by
Naeimeh Pourmohammadi from this perspective. The authors of this article compared significant portions of
the book with several well-known and reputable sources in the field of cognitive science of religion written in
English. They concluded that a substantial portion of the book is translated or adapted from these English
sources and is not the result of the "author's" own research, to the extent that it would be more appropriate to
use the term "book fabrication" instead of “authorship" and "pseudo-author" instead of "author.” Naeimeh
Pourmohammadi assembled the book by using content from a few limited sources, assembling them, and
publishing it under the guise of “authorship.” The various sections of the “Cognitive Science of Religion" book
are compiled in three ways: (1) sections that are complete and uninterrupted translations of other sources,
sometimes spanning dozens of pages; (2) sections that are fragmented, selective, and arbitrary translations
from other sources; (3) sections that, although not complete or selective translations, are content copies from
other sources, making it appear as if the content is from the compiler, but in fact it is from others. The author's
misleading and deceptive references are such that a non-specialist reader would not realize what is happening
and would consider all content as the result of the author's research. In summary, this book represents a major
act of plagiarism and a form of clumsy book fabrication and copying in the realm of research, with the
"author" contributing almost nothing of value. Although the book's lack of originality is a primary issue,
structural and content-related critiques are also warranted, as the book contains serious and sometimes
ridiculous flaws, which are briefly addressed in the second part of the article.

Keywords: Naeimeh Pourmohammadi, Major Plagiarism, Plagiarism Due to Inadequate Referencing, Book
Fabrication, Source Manipulation, Cognitive Science of Religion.
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1. Dan Sperber

2. Michael Persinger

3. Justin Barrett

4. Pascal Boyer

5. Deborah Klemen

6. Andrew B. Newberg

7. Jesse Bering

8. Robert McCauley

9. Harvey Whitehouse

10. Helen De Cruz

11. Uffe SchjRdt

12. The Oxford Handbook of the Cognitive Science of Religion, edited by Justin L. Barrett, Oxford
University Press 2022.
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1. The Oxford Handbook of the Cognitive Science of Religion, edited by Justin L.
Barrett, Oxford University Press 2022. [= Oxford]

2. Claire White, An Introduction to the Cognitive Science of Religion: Connecting
Evolution, Brain, Cognition, and Culture, Routledge 2021. [= Routledge]

3. De Cruz, Helen & Johan De Smedt, A Natural History of Natural Theology: The
Cognitive Science of Theology and Philosophy of Religion, Massachusetts
Institute of Technology 2015. [= MIT]
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Religious Beli€f, edited by Hans van Eyghen & Rik Peels Gijsbert van den Brink,
Springer 2018. [= Springer]

5. Trust and Skepticism: Childrends Selective Learning from Testimony, Edited by
Elizabeth J. Robinson and Shiri Einav, London and New York: Psychology
Press, 2014. [= Psychology]

6. Tanya F. Luhrmann, When God Talks Back: Understanding the American
Evangelical Relationship with God, Alfred A. Knopf 2012. [=Knopf]

7. Paul Bloom, fiReligion is Naturalo, Developmental Science 10:1 (2007), pp. 147-
151 [= Bloom]

8. Jesse M. Bering, iThe Folk Psychology of Soulso, Behavioral and Brain
Sciences (2006) 29, 453-498. [= Bering]
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Religion, Cognitive Science, and Experimental Philosophy, edited by Helen De
Cruz and Ryan Nichols, Bloomsbury Academic, pp. 39-60. [= Teehan]
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A large body of empirical evidence (see, e.g., Lindsay 2008 for review)
indicates that adults typically do not tag a belief with a mental note
concerning its origin. (MIT, p. 168, 10-12)
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