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The Church during the Middle Ages believed that using force to guide people
was desirable. However, following the Renaissance, thinkers like John Locke
introduced the theory of "tolerance" to challenge this approach and advocate
for religious freedom. This theory, in Western and liberal thought, is based on
principles such as the originality of freedom, individualism, relativism, and
behavioral rationality. Some even argue that it is compatible with religious
teachings, and consider to protest it as a sign of intellectual and religious
rigidity. In this article, an effort has been made to critique the theoretical
foundations of tolerance in classical liberalism using both scientific and
religious arguments. The research method is descriptive-analytical, and the
data collection method is library-based. According to the findings, this theory,
as presented in classical liberalism and Western thought, has been
unsuccessful both in theory and practice, and requires revision and
modification.

Keywords: tolerance, freedom, individualism, relativism, classical liberalism,
behavioral rationalism.

* Corresponding Author Email Address: m-marandi@sbu.ac.ir
DOI: https://doi.org/10.48308/jipt.2024.235354.1517

Copyright: © 2024 by the authors. Submitted for possible open access publication under the terms and
conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) license https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).

23


https://doi.org/10.48308/jipt.2024.235354.1517
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2212-9211
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0041-5199

Scientific Journal of Islamic Philosophy and Theology (Mirror of Knowledge) Vol. 24, No.80, 2024

Extended Abstract

Introduction

One of the key components of liberalism is tolerance, which emerged as a response to the extremism of
medieval Christianity in the Western world. Since citizenship education is a crucial aspect of education in
all societies, and the confusing of various ideologies and teachings from different schools of thought can
disrupt this process, therefore, it is necessary to critically examine the theory of liberal tolerance by different
thinkers. This article aims to critique the theory of liberal tolerance by criticizing its theoretical foundations,
including freedom, individualism, relativism, and behavioral rationalism.

Discussion

Some of the most important foundations of liberal tolerance are freedom, individualism, relativism, and
behavioral rationalism. The combination of these four principles leads to the conclusion that tolerance
should prevail in society, allowing individuals to pursue their own paths. This necessitates the non-
interference of the government and others in the unacceptable views and behaviors of some people in
society, as well as the need for tolerance toward them. Critiques have been raised against each of these
foundations:

Criticism of Liberal Freedom — Liberalism's emphasis on individual choice and well-being makes it difficult
to reconcile individual rights and opinions with collective interests and opinions. On the other hand, if
autonomy is given absolute priority, a liberal society may devolve into a mass of self-interested individuals,
disrupting social cohesion. It is also noteworthy that liberalism tends to exaggerate the role of choice and
individual well-being in defining a good and just society. Much of what enriches our lives comes from
cultural and religious affiliations that we did not choose ourselves. Therefore, external influences or
interventions may not always be negative. Another issue is that in liberalism, the best society is seen as one
that provides the greatest happiness for the majority, ensuring security, profit, capital, and personal
enjoyment for its citizens. However, this perspective neglects the mental dimension and mental health.
Meanwhile, the right to freedom can sometimes conflict with the right to benefit from a suitable religious
environment, which is one of branches of religious rights.

Criticism of Individualism — In liberalism, individual rights and desires are morally prioritized over the
rights and desires of society; therefore, government intervention should be minimized. On the other hand,
since the ultimate goal of social life is considered to be individual happiness, and the most evident example
of happiness is the attainment of economic profit, resulting in material well-being and pleasure, liberalism
argues that individual profit-seeking will ultimately benefit society as a whole. However, Islam holds a
different view. Firstly, it does not see individuals as entirely independent from others. Secondly, it does not
hold that individuals possess absolute freedom, nor that the fulfillment of their desires is the sole purpose
of social life. Therefore, Islam asserts that the government, as the protector of public interests, has the right
to intervene in a person's life when necessary. At the same time, Islam does not oppose all individual
freedoms in the name of protecting society's interests. Instead, it advocates for moderation, maintaining a
balance between individual rights and collective welfare. Thus, A fundamental question also arises: If
human beings are the standard, and the rights of every person must be respected, which individual serves
as the criterion? Can the intellect of every individual truly be the ultimate criterion?

Criticism of Relativism — First, denying certainty goes against conscience. Second, absolute relativism is
self-contradictory. In addition, Adlieh holds that some matters may be relative, not all are. Moreover,
relativism undermines the legitimacy of tolerance. Since there is no objective standard for determining the
theory of right, it becomes impossible to prove that tolerance is correct or that intolerance is wrong.
Criticism of Behavioral Rationalism — Psychologists argue that human decision-making is not necessarily
based on rational calculation to achieve goals. Emotions often influence decisions, leading to bias, and
human choices are not always rational. Sociologists further suggest that individual behavior is largely
shaped by social structures. However, in the individualistic and liberal view, people should be left to their
own devices, and no one can interfere in their affairs. But based on this perspective, how can a fallible
human being, who have no tools for gaining mental knowledge other than the five senses, be trusted to
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consistently distinguish between right and wrong in every situation? Muslim philosophers argue that
rational knowledge does not necessarily lead to a rational action. In other words, knowledge is a necessary
condition for action, but not the complete cause. The final component of the complete cause is the will,
which can be influenced by intellectual knowledge or by desires. Another argument against behavioral
rationalism is based on experience in a general sense. Field research shows that a significant number of
young people in society, despite being aware of moral values, engage in immoral behaviors in many cases;
that is, they act contrary to their knowledge. This indicates that intellectual recognition of right or wrong
does not always result in corresponding actions.

Conclusion

Scientific and religious critiques of tolerance indicate that, firstly, the foundations of the theory of
tolerance—namely, the originality of freedom, individualism, relativism, and behavioral rationalism— as
proposed in classical liberalism and the West are called into question from both scientific and religious
perspectives. Secondly, applying these principles endangers the individual happiness of human societies as
well as the health and well-being of Islamic societies. Therefore, it is neither successful in theory nor in
practice and requires revision, modification, and adjustment.
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4. Relativism

5. Pluralism

6. Rationalism

7. Behavioral Rationalism

8. The Rational Choice Theory

9. Reason

10. Individual Choice and Well-being
11. Liberal Individualism

12. Normal Cognitive Capacity
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