Home Page: https://jip.sbu.ac.ir Online ISSN: 2588-512x  Print ISSN: 2251-8010
Investigating the Main Effective Intellectual Trends in the
Development of the Theological and Political Views of Ayatollah

Javadi Amoli

Ali Agajanio”

Department of Political Science, Research Institute of Howzah and University, Qom, Iran. (agajani@rihu.ac.ir)

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:
Research Article

Article history:
Recived: 2024/6/6
Revised: 2024/9/14
Accepted: 2024/9/18

Cite this article:
Agajani,A. (2024).
"Investigating the Main
Effective Intellectual
Trends in the
Development of the
Theological and
Political Views of
Ayatollah Javadi
Amoli". Ayeneh
Marefat, 24(80),
1-22. (In Persian)

Abdallah Javadi Amoli is one of the contemporary thinkers who has been an
expert in many different fields of humanistic-Islamic sciences, including political
kalam. His scientific personality is worthy of analysis due to his relative
comprehensiveness in theology, the processing of political kalam issues, and his
entry into practical and theoretical politics in the realm of religious scholars. If we
divide the knowledge-value currents into those in favor and against competitors,
then in response to the question of the influential currents in favor, the hypothesis
with the analytical-descriptive methodand Based on Skinner's hermeneutic
framework and the subject of his mental contexts, it is based on the fact that the
three streams of knowledge, Transcendent philosophy and Islamic philosophy,
jurisprudence, and Quranicism, have been influential on Javadi Amoli's political
kalam as a part of his mental contexts and formative of his political kalam. The
influence of the subject of gradation of existence in the Transcendent philosophy
and its reflection in issues such as the caliphate of man, Siraj and the discoverer
of reason and the rule of the Sharia and its effect on political legitimacy and the
preference of the majority vote over the minority; The impact of traditional and
dynamic Tafaqquh in the sense of comprehensive theology on the type of
reasoning in the subject of treaties and the indeterminacy of the Sharia of Wilayat
al-Faqgih and...; Also, the Quran as an interpretive method and not as a religious
source; The "actual” and not absolute validity of the interpretation of the Quran
by the Qur'an and its precedence over the Infallibles” words and its impact on the
analysis of human caliphate, human dignity, justice, and pluralism are among the
findings of the research. Based on this, Javadi Amoli's political kalam is based on
the duality of 'Aql and Nagl and not Aql and Din based on comprehensive
theology, comprehensive jurisprudence, and supremacy of Quranic attitude,
which is reflected in the system of political and theological issues.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Ayatollah Abdullah Javadi Amoli is one of the contemporary thinkers who has spoken and commented in
many different fields of humanistic-Islamic sciences, including in the field of theological and political
doctorines where he has diverse and deep works and opinions that are worthy of analysis, review, and
criticism in the direction of the growth of knowledge, especially in the field of Islamic political knowledge.
On the other hand, political theology, which is still underdeveloped and in the stages of emergence, is one
of the main areas of political thought in Islam, covering many fundamental intellectual issues regarding
history and thought. So, in this research, we chose Ayatollah Javadi Amoli as one of the most significant
active theorists of political theology who has presented essential and influential views and explored how
his personality and scientific thoughts developed, especially in political theology. This research, with
analytical-descriptive method and Skinner's intentionalist hermeneutic framework as a theoretical tool,
analyzes the political theology of Ayatollah Javadi Amoli with some interventions. Based on this, the main
question is, what influences the scientific personality and political theology of Ayatollah Javadi Amoli?
Based on this, in response to the question of these influential trends, the hypothesis based on the mental
contexts of Skinner's hermeneutic approach is that three streams of knowledge in the field of seminary, i.e.,
Transcendent Philosophy and Islamic philosophy, jurisprudence, and Quranicism has been influential and
constructive on Javadi Amoli's political discourse as a part of the mental contexts, and has had an essential
contribution in the development of his thoughts.

Discussion

Thought currents that make Ayatollah Javadi Amoli's political theology: A. Islamic philosophy and
Transcendent Philosophy: The influence of Islamic philosophy and Transcendent Philosophy on the
opinions and theological and theological-political works of Javadi Amoli is far-reaching and
comprehensive. Especially the fact that he considers philosophy to nourish theology. From his point of
view, the best way to distinguish the proper from the improper is to rely on the solid foundations of
Transcendent Philosophy. Because it is the only philosophical path that is the closest way to religion. Also,
it has served religion and is responsible for its intellectual interpretation. From his point of view, since
Transcendent Philosophy is the head of all sciences, scientific standing against the doubts of the age will
be difficult without exploiting and explaining it. Therefore, his theological opinions from the beginning to
the end are wrapped and influenced by philosophical views and ideas. For example, the question of
equivocal existence in Transcendent Philosophy has permeated and saturated many of Javadi's theological
discussions. Based on this, the interpretation of "Tasnim" in response to "who is meant by Khalifah" adheres
to the principle of gradation. It is based on the fact that all human beings, both believers and non-believers,
are the substitutes of God in a equivocal manner. Javadi Amoli's attitude in figh and its impact on his
political theology is due to the synthesis of traditional, dynamic, and Quranic or comprehensive
jurisprudence. By referring to the traditional jurisprudential opinions found in the jurists such as Kashif al-
Ghita and Sahib Jawahir, Javadi Amoli concludes that learning the Islamic system and establishing it is an
absolute obligation and not conditional. Javadi Amoli's reference to Kashif al-Ghita's opinions in political
jurisprudence, such as the permissibility of performing Hudud by the mujtahid at the end of the Book of
Jihad, the permissibility of confiscation of zakat and khums in the Book of Zakat, and the permissibility of
the jurist in mosques in the Book of Salat. Also, Javadi Amoli praises the opinions of Sahib al-Jawaher,
who considers him one of the severe supporters of Wilayat al-Fagih. His praise is due to the development
of the jurist and mujtahid in social and political measures and interferences by this traditional jurist in
different positions of jurisprudence chapters. Examples of the impact of the Qur'an-by-Qur'an interpretation
approach on Javadi Amoli's political views can be seen in the analysis of the human caliphate, human
dignity, justice, and pluralism. He divides the interpretation of the Qur'an by Qur'an into two parts: verbal
interpretation and content interpretation. He considers the Qur'anic interpretation of the caliphate possible
only based on the second form, i.e., content interpretation. He considered verse 36 of Sad (Ya Dawud, inna
ja'alnaka khilafah fi al-'arz) as a temporary and perhaps judicial caliphate, and he considers only verse 30
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of Surah Al-Bagarah to be about the absolute caliphate of man. Based on the link between the messages of
the Qur'an, he recognizes the second type of foundation in the interpretation of the Qur'an by Qur'an i.e. the
interpretation of the content, the entire Qur'an, and the explanation and interpretation of the divine caliphate
of man. He believes that because human identity is made up of three elements of belief, ethics, and faith,
and all the verses of the Qur'an are somehow related to these three central elements, it can be said that all
the verses of the Quran are interpretations of the position of the Khalifahullah and description of the
characteristics of Khalifatullah. Because of this, he considered verse 30 of Surah Al-Bagarah to be equal to
all the verses of the Qur'an in terms of importance. Because the purpose of all the verses is to find a perfect
human being to the ultimate perfection and attain the position of divine caliphate.

Conclusion

Abdullah Javadi Amoli is one of the thinkers who have a diverse range of knowledge that influences his
political theology, which can be mentioned explicitly in three areas and aspects of transcendent political
philisophy, comprehensive Figh, and interpretation of the Qur'an by the Qur'an, and can be explored based
on Skinner's hermeneutics as a theoretical framework. Javadi Amoli has preconceptions and opinions on
all three sides that are effective in shaping his political theology or explaining it directly and indirectly.
From Javadi Amoli's point of view, Transcendent Philosophy is a healthy collection of theology,
philosophy, and mysticism, which has built a suitable foundation and a comprehensive attitude. This
attitude has shown itself in the influence of equivocal existence on issues such as the human generic political
caliphate of God. Or that his approach, which relies on the Transcendent Philosophy, emphasizes the
importance and discovery of reason and the authority of the Shariah, extends into political discourse, as a
result of which political legitimacy is with the Shariah, and acceptance by the people and the law enacted
by the people independent of the Shariah described as a soulless corps. Also, the preference of the majority
vote over the minority passes the circuit of Shariah and approval of reason. This is his possession of the
conventional norms that present reason and philosophy as completely self-founded or careless. In his
interpretation method, the Qur'an is an exegetical method and not a religious source, and the interpretation
of the Qur'an by the Qur'an has "actual" and not concrete authority. The authority of the Qur'an takes
precedence over the Infallibles’ words. Examples of Javadi Amoli's influence in political discourse can be
seen in the analysis of the conventional norms of human caliphate, human dignity, justice, and pluralism.
He who divides the interpretation of the Qur'an by the Qur'an into two parts, the literal interpretation, and
the content interpretation, considers the Qur'anic interpretation of the caliphate as possible only based on
the second form, i.e., the content interpretation and does not accept the customary norms of purely rational
or traditional analysis. Or it connects justice with human dignity. Or he rejects some customary norms about
pluralism that emphasize absolute acceptance and absolute negation, and by referring to the interpretation
of the Qur'an by the Qur'an, he invalidates cognitive pluralism and proves political pluralism.
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