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In the realm of sports, a significant discourse revolves around the
conflict between sportsmanship and the interests resulting from
victory. This article evaluates the behavior of Pedro Zaballa in
refraining from scoring a goal due to a collision with a rival in a
football match. To assess the righteousness or wrongfulness of Pedro
Zaballa's sportsmanlike behavior in distegarding the team's interests,
we need for an evaluative criterion. Various moral theories, including
those grounded in self-interest and utilitarianism, have been
scrutinized for their applicability in assessing acts of kindness.
Nonetheless, a definitive solution, devoid of inherent flaws in
delineating ethical obligations, remains elusive. By engaging the
perspectives of Muslim scholars, juxtaposed with arguments from
both proponents and detractors of Zaballa's behavior, the principles
of jurisprudential conflict resolution based on priorities and the
identification of the most important obligation determine the duty of
the moral agent. The rule of precedence of the more important over
the important and the rule of priority of repelling harm over
attracting benefit are the ways to identify the most important
obligation and moral duty. Based on this, the professional duties and
team interests are crucial, and consequently, Zaballa's ethical duty is
to score a goal, which also averts harm. Failure to score a goal, due
to ethical values of benevolence and ethical action, is not a moral
obligation; it is akin to pardoning a murderer by the victim's family.
Therefore, it cannot be recommended to others in similar situations.
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Introduction

At times, athletes find themselves in a situation where they must choose between two conflicting
behaviors. In the football match between Real Madrid and Sabadell in 1969, when the ball was sent
to Pedro Zaballa, the right midfielder of the Sabadell team, and he found himself in a scoring position,
the Real Madrid's defender and goalkeeper collided violently and both fell unconscious to the ground.
Without any hesitation Zaballa kicked the ball off the field thus giving up a victory. (Tajbakhsh, 1395,
p. 49) His action caused a conflict between the interests of the team and sportsmanship, while the
choice of either side in the conflict negates the other party. In such a situation, what is the moral

agent's duty from the perspective of rule-consequentialists and Islam?

The Relationship between Sportsmanlike Ethics and Law in Sports

Sports have evolved by adhering to mandatory and inhibitory laws, fostering growth and
development. A comprehensive law that ensures the integrity of athletes' behavior and encompasses
the utmost justice is achieved when considering ethical values. Since laws do not have the capacity to
encompass all moral virtues, adherence to values beyond laws is necessary. Pedro Zaballa's action in
refraining from scoring a goal was not against the law but synonymous with lawlessness, and from a
legal perspective, it is considered neither prohibited nor obligatory. Zaballa's role as the right
midfielder is to convert the position into a goal, and on the other hand, he is free to choose the right
behavior based on his beliefs. Zaballa's behavior is characterized by sportsmanship, transcending
laws, embodying justice, and respecting the rights of others. It is a game played with a spirit of

forgiveness, benevolence, and in accordance with human dignity.

Sportsmanship versus Normative Theories

With the occurrence of ethical conflicts in competitions, the athlete is forced to choose one side of
the conflict. The right choice requires a criterion for valuing moral action, taking into account the
good of individuals. In the context of ethical conflict, Pedro Zaballa's behavior has been illuminated
through three perspectives of self-interest, utilitarianism, and altruism, where these theories which
highlight the calculation and determination of greater good and its prevalence on each side of the
conflict (Holmes, 1385, pp.142-145) and, consequently, provide a proper criterion for valuation are
faced with challenges such as internal contradictions (Lafollette, 2013, p.55), non-generalizability
(Palmer, 1388, p.80), and ambiguity of ethical principles (Williams, 1973, pp.100-110). Adhering to
these perspectives leaves no room for consultation and judgment regarding the rightness or
wrongness of Zaballa's behavior (Frankena, 1392, pp.54-58). Therefore, a comprehensive and flawless

solution has not been reached, and alternative solutions need to be explored.



129 Investigating the Ethical Conflict of Sportsmanship .../ Mustafa Sharifi et-al

Ethical Conflict or Jurisprudential Conflict

Ethical conflict when presented to the science of legal theories (‘Ilm usul al-figh) has the closest
affinity to the discussion of conflict of principles (tazahum al-usal). Determining the duty of the moral
agent requires unraveling the complexities of the issue in order to resolve the conflict. Faced with
two irreconcilable obligations, Pedro Zaballa’s conduct led to arguments both for and against it.

Proponents of Zaballa's conduct believe that prioritizing the ethical imperative in attending to
the injured is a justified expectation. He stopped the game to draw the attention of the referees and
for faster medical attention. In this view, the health of individuals is more important than gaining an
advantage, and ethical values are more valuable and take precedence over rules. Moreover, victory is
valuable only when the game is played in equal and fair settings.

Opponents of Zaballa's behavior believe that the obligation to score a goal is in accordance with
the rules of sportsmanship and is fair, and any other choice is contrary to the interests of the team.
On the other hand, the decision to stop the game is delegated to the referee of the match because
there may be an intention to deceive or feign injury. Not scoring a goal does not benefit the injured,
but rather means imposing personal opinion on the team, which is wrong. In this case, which of these

two obligations is a duty?

The Approach of Islamic Scholars in Resolving Ethical Conflicts
In Islamic thought, the criteria for evaluating actions and the ultimate goal in sports go beyond the
wortldly system, and considerations such as sportsmanship have changed the decision-making
equations. Pedro Zaballa, by refusing to score a goal, went beyond the rules of sportsmanship and
resorted to the rules of unwritten ethical values, turning to fair play. But is it his duty to follow the
rules or to play fair? By analyzing the conflict rationally based on the theories of Islamic jurisprudence,
one can determine which obligation is the duty of the moral agent. Based on the jurisprudential
principles of prioritization in the discussion of conflict, several arguments have been made as follows:

A) In the case of making a choice between the more important and the important, reason dictates
the precedence of the more important (al-Wa‘iz, 1420, vol.3, p.361) because prioritizing the important
obligation over the more important leads to the loss of benefit and is reprehensible (Akhind
Khurasani, 1424, p.507). Pedro Zaballa's professional duty was to score a goal, and his refusal to do
so on the grounds of fair play ethics means a breach of duty. In the conflict between fulfilling a duty
and fair play, fulfilling a professional duty is more important and should take precedence. Therefore,
Zaballa's duty is to score a goal.

B) Repelling harm takes precedence over acquiring benefit (Akhtind Khurasani, 1424, p.214) as
evidenced by the hadith "Avoiding sins is better than acquiring good deeds" (Laythi Wasiti, 1376,
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p.125) inasmuch as repelling harm is more important than acquiring benefit. Zaballa's failure to score
a goal due to his disregard for his duty and the interests of the team leads to harmful consequences;
on the other hand, the benefit of not scoring a goal is due to fair play ethics and adherence to ethical
values. In the conflict between repelling harm and acquiring benefit, Pedro Zaballa's duty is to score
a goal to repel harm by scoring.

C) Finally, scoring a goal by Zaballa is a professional, legal, and rightful act that he is obligated to
do based on moral obligation. While not scoring a goal is not a duty or moral obligation, but rather
an unnecessary act of kindness, a method of sportsmanship transcending rules. It is akin to the pardon
granted by the victim's family regarding the punishment of a murderer, which, while an ethical act, is
not a moral duty. Therefore, one cannot compel others to behave like Pedro Zaballa in similar

situations unless society accepts such behavior as an ethical act.

Conclusion

In the conflict between sportsmanship and interests, as demonstrated in Pedro Zaballa's conduct,
from egoistic, utilitarian and altruistic perspectives, a comprehensive and flawless solution has not
been achieved, and it seems that these perspectives have problems in calculating and identifying the
greater good and consequently providing the correct standard of valuation. Therefore, an examination
of the issue of the conflict was undertaken from the perspective of the scholars of Islamic
jurisprudence. By obtaining the preferences and determining the degree of obligation of the parties
to the conflict, the arguments of both proponents and opponents of Zaballa's move were evaluated,
and the obligation of the most important as the duty of the moral agent was chosen.

Based on the rules prevailing in ‘Ilm al-Ustl when a conflict arises a) in the case of making a
choice between the most important and the important, the most important takes precedence.
Professional duties and team interests are more important than fair play ethics. Therefore, Zaballa's
duty is to score the goal. b) Averting harm takes precedence over gaining benefit, and Zaballa's duty
is to score a goal and avert harm. The only justification for Zaballa's behavior, due to the unfairness
of continuing the game, is an unnecessary act of kindness. Therefore, it cannot be recommended to

others as a moral duty in similar situations.
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