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Abstract

From the perspective of both Sunni and Shia Qur'anic exegetes, the rhetorical style of
the Qur'anic clause “Ma adraka...” represents one of the most contentious interpretive
issues. On one hand, its apparent meaning suggests "the addressee does not understand",
while on the other hand, the intended addressee of the verse is undoubtedly the Prophet
Muhammad. This raises questions regarding the relationship of these verses to prophetic
knowledge, as the interpretation of these verses to portray a lack of knowledge by the
Prophet contradicts the theological premise of the "divine knowledge of the Messenger."
This rhetorical structure appears thirteen times, exclusively in Meccan Chapters [Siirahs],
and serves multiple rhetorical functions. This research, employing an analytical-descrip-
tive method and relying on multiple evidence, does not interpret the address of the verse
as indicative of the Prophet’s lack of knowledge and asserts that the addressee of these
verses is not the Prophet himself. The difference and conflict in the perspectives of some
Qur'anic exegetes regarding the grammatical and syntactical functions of the verses con-
taining “Ma adraka...” clearly indicate that the Qur'anic exegetes have erred due to their
separation of this phrase. This conventional style served as a fixed pattern during the time
of the Qur’an's revelation, utilized to capture the listener's attention when emphasizing
the grandeur of a subject.
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