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Abstract

Sufism or dervish means clad in wool, it is a method based on the
etiquettes of inner conduct, to cultivate the soul and reach perfection.
Gonabadiyyah is one of the sects of Sufism that was founded by
Sultan Muhammad Gonabadi in the 12th century as a branch of
Sufism of Nimatullahi, and it is still considered one of the most
famous chains of Sufism. Belief in the imamate of the Twelve
Innocents (PBUT) is a definite issue in Gonabadi's Sufi belief. They
consider "Imamate" to be the ruler of the Muslim religion and system
and the basis of Islam. But what is most prominent in the view of this
sect is the excessive exaggeration of the position of Qutb and Sheikh
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in order to present it as the same rank, equal in dignity and
complementing the mission of the infallible imams (PBUT). By
accepting things such as believing in God's order in determining the
next Qutb, understanding theological language, references to the
occultation of Qutb, the superiority of the Qutb over all people in
terms of spirituality and morality, considering violating the command
of the Qutb as arrogance, and such things that all of them are specific
to infallible imam (PBUH), they try to theorize this belief (similarity
of Qutb to Imam) for Gonabadi dervishes. In such a way that without
the presence of the Qutb or the sheikh of the sect, the divine authority
over the servants is not complete and true guidance is not realized.
While such interpretations and phrases are among the attributes of the
infallible imam, and the use of these interpretations about sect leaders
who are non-infallible people is a sign of deviation from the
fundamentals of Shia Imamism. This article explains this problem in a
descriptive-analytical way and referring to Gonabadi's authentic books
and documents, it aims to analyze and criticize the issue of Imamate in
the Gonabadi sect, in order to find out whether they are moving in
accordance with the rights and principles of the Shia religion as its
leaders, members and followers claim.

Keywords: Imamate, Gonabadi, Qutb, Shia.
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1. Introduction

Sufism or dervish means wearing a pashmina, a method of inner
conduct, to cultivate the soul and reach perfection. Gonabadiyyah is
one of the sects of Sufism, which was founded in the 12th century by
branching off from the Sufism of Nematullahi by Sultan Muhammad
Gonabadi, and is now considered one of the most famous lineages of
Sufism. The sect's activities are still more or less visible in some parts
of Iran. A sect that, in order to make their beliefs look good and to
bring their audience together, they have tried to have beliefs that are in
line with the beliefs of the Imamiyyah. Belief in the imamate of the
Twelve Innocents (peace be upon them) is a definite issue in
Gonabadi's Sufi belief. They consider "Imamate” to be the ruler of the
Muslim religion and system and the basis of Islam. But what is most
evident in the view of this sect is the excessive exaggeration of the
status of Qutb and Sheikh. to introduce it as the rank, dignity and
completion of the mission of the infallible imams (peace be upon
them). By accepting things such as believing in God's order in
determining the next pole, understanding theological language,
references to the occultation of the pole, the superiority of the pole
over all people in terms of spirituality and morals, considering
violation of the pole's command as arrogance and things like that. All
of them are specific to Imam Masoom, they try to theorize this belief
(similarity of Qutb with Imam) for Gonabadi dervishes. In such a way
that without the existence of the Qutb or Sheikh of the sect, the divine
authority over the servants is not complete and true guidance is not
realized. While such interpretations and phrases are among the
attributes of the infallible imam, and the use of these interpretations
about sect leaders who are non-infallible people is a sign of deviation
from the fundamentals of Shia Imamia beliefs. This sect mentions the
criticisms that have been raised in this regard.

2. Research background

The activities and efforts of Gonabadiyeh in the two contemporary
centuries have caused numerous works to deal with it with a positive
and negative view, and the political efforts that have occurred in the
last two decades have formed the basis for more debates in its
criticism, which can be seen from the works of Sheikh Abbas Ali
Kayvan. Qazvini (1317) such as "Raz Gosha", "Bahin Sokhn" and
"Stovar Raz Dar" and several works in the collection of Rah Nikan
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publications, including "Fargh Gonabadieh™ written by Seyyed
Alireza Alavi Tabatabai and some articles from the Quarterly Book
Review (number 39) Such as "Critical Analysis of Nematullahiyeh
Gonabadi Sect” written by Hassan Ali Bidakhti Gonabadi, of course,
the works mentioned in a general and general way have expressed and
criticized the history and background of Gonabadi, customs and
beliefs of Gonabadi sect in different fields of knowledge and In
relation to the topic of the article, there was no specific effect. The
author's initiative and innovation in this article is to prove, explain and
show the truth to the audience that the question of the position of the
pole, which is one of the most important and fundamental beliefs of
Gonabadiyeh. It has its roots in all their theological beliefs, especially
in Imamate, and in fact, by developing the concept of Imamate,
Gonabadi has interpreted and designed the entire belief of Imamate
based on the centrality of the role of sect leader, which contradicts the
Shia theological approach, and this is something that, while being
original in quality, The research has benefited from subtle and
intelligent analyses. Secondly, the author has criticized and analyzed
Gonabadi's thought in a coherent way in a specific theological field
(imamate) by relying on the theological foundations of Shia.

3. Methodology

By explaining this problem, in a descriptive-analytical way and by
referring to Gonabadi books and authentic documents, this article tries
to analyze and criticize the issue of Imamate in Gonabadi Sect in order
to find out whether it is according to the rights and principles of the
religion as its leaders, members and followers claim. Shia are moving
or not?

4. Results

.The final result of the research is that the Gonabadi sect, although
they accept Islamic Sharia as the best Sharia and pay considerable
attention to the accepted principles of Islam and its acceptance, and
are trying to associate themselves with the Shiite theologians, but In
the issue of Imamate, while accepting this principle and their views
being in line with the view of Imamia, their focus is more towards the
poles of the sect, and regarding the issue of Imamate, they have
considered the position of the pole to be equal to the position of the
Imam.
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In such a way that without the existence of the Qutb, the divine
authority over the imperfect servants and the guidance of the Ummah
will be better, and this is a deviant view and contrary to the
fundamentals of Twelver Shia.
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