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Qur'anic Interpretations as Cultural Signifiers Legitimizing of Shah Ismail I of Safavid:
A Case Study of the Royal Conquest

Ali Ghasemi.' Saeid Mousavi Siany. shyda jalilian®

Abstract

The establishment of a Shia state in a society predominantly Sunni, where Sultan Selim
of the Ottoman Empire aimed to restore Sunni Caliphate, could lead to a legitimacy
crisis for the Safavid state, which deepened after their defeat in the Battle of Chaldiran.
In these circumstances, Safavid court historians realized that reclaiming the sacred
image of the Safavid order's leader and justifying Shah Ismail's religious and military
policies would stabilize the Safavid state only if it aligned with the collective memory
of Sunni Iranians and derived its legitimacy from it. Essentially, historians needed a
common set of cultural signifiers that could link the historical narrative of Shah Ismail's
victories and defeats with the religious interpretations of Iran's Sunni community. By
outlining the discursive order of the Eastern Islamic world post-Mongol invasions and
through a case study of the "Futuhat-i-Shahi," the authors aim to explain the nature of
these cultural signifiers. This approach leads to the conclusion that Qur'anic

interpretations served as the common cultural signifiers connecting the collective
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memory of Iran and the narrative of "Futuhat-i-Shahi" in the establishment of the
Safavid state. Accordingly, Amini Heravi utilized the centuries-old authority of the
Qur'an and Sunnah over the minds of Iranian Sunnis to justify Shah Ismail's religious
and military violence and transition to a new political order. By decontextualizing
Qur'anic interpretations from their epistemological connotations and emphasizing
ideological connotations such as justice, the continuation of the Prophetic and Imamate
lineage, anti-infidel sentiments, and portraying the Safavid Shah as the representative
of divine will, he ensured the legitimacy of this state.

Keywords: Shah Ismail I, Royal Consequence, Qur'anic Interpretations,

Legitimization, Justice, Anti-infidel Sentiments, Divine Will.
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