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The debates of Imams Athar (a.s.), especially Imam Reza (a.s.), are of great
importance due to the wide range of topics, methods, and scientific atmo-
sphere as part of the effective sources of explaining and promoting Islam-
ic knowledge. In this research, the scientific and moral dimensions of the
most important debates of Imam Reza (a.s.) with the followers of different
religions and scientists and different people have been analyzed based on
Austin’s “speech act theory” from the point of view of homology, and the
purpose of this was to find out how to use the three-level model. Austin
should explain the scientific and moral aspects of Searle’s five actions in
the debates of Imam Reza (a.s.). Speech act theory is one of the approaches
that is proposed in the field of discourse analysis, and Austin has come
to the conclusion that all linguistic statements are of the type of action
statements and the verb category, and in fact, every statement is a type of
speech act. Based on this theory and continuing the efforts of his teacher,
John Searle divided speech acts into five declarative, persuasive, oblig-
atory, emotional, and declarative acts. By applying the theories of these
two to some of the debates of Imam Reza (a.s.), the conclusion has been
reached that he paid attention to what these two linguists said, which can
be a suitable model for methodical and academic discussions. It has also
been found that Imam Reza (a.s.) used the first two levels of actions, i.e.,
expressive action and purposeful action, to achieve an impactful action in
his debates and conversations, to convey his intention to the audience and
influence him. Therefore, it should be said that the three-level model of the
sleeve, i.e. expressive action, meaning, and effect, was considered by Imam
Reza (a.s.) in addition to Searle’s five actions; In such a way that by gener-
alizing to other debates, it can be said that effective action was the result of
most of Imam Reza’s (a.s.) debates and scientific discussions.
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1. Introduction

In Islamic culture, debate on various topics and issues, especially ideological
matters, is an inevitable necessity. Imam Reza (AS) has used debate in some of
his scientific debates.

Imam Reza (a.s.) as an intellectual and behavioral model of Muslims, had spe-
cial training methods in debates, which is necessary for the religious community
to get familiar with these methods and customs of education and to benefit from
them for the growth and development of the members of the society. One way to
examine debates is to study them in comparison with linguistic theories, includ-
ing John Rogers Searle’s Speech act theory.

This article answers the question of how to use Searle’s Speech Act to examine
the debates of Imam Reza (a.s.) from scientific and moral aspects.

Until now, the debates of Imam Reza (a.s.) have not been studied based on the
speech act theory and Austin’s three-level linguistic models, and Searle’s five
acts.

2. Research Method

The method adopted in this research is descriptive-analytic. After stating the
issue, Imam Reza’s (AS) debates are validated.

In the article’s theoretical discussions, the theory of behavioral action is ex-
plained based on the views of Austin and Searle and their theories. Then, the
necessity and reason for debate in the era of Imam Reza (AS) are explained.

In the review and analysis section of the article, Imam Reza’s (AS) use of
speech act theory is discussed in the scientific and logical dimension of debates,
and it is explained that the Imam (AS) used various methods of action and infor-
mational statements to persuade the audience or audiences and to inform them.

3. Theoretical topics
3-1. Speech act theory

Speech act theory aims to show many actions that humans can do with words.
This theory links abstract theories of linguistics with objective facts and obser-
vations based on how language is used.

3-1-1. Austin’s theories

Unlike most classical philosophers, Austin showed that the main role of lan-
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guage is not only to tell the truth, but with language, you can perform many
diverse actions and actions. Instead of distinguishing between descriptive and
value propositions, he divides the statements of each speaker into action (compo-
sitional) and news statements, and each statement includes three different levels
of actions, i.e. expressive action, intentional action, and impact action. The anal-
ysis is that the words that flow on the tongue are an expressive action and when
a certain purpose is followed, the action is a purpose and when the words affect
the audience, it is an impact action.

3-1-2. Searle template

Like Austin, Searle also rejects the distinction between news/action sentenc-
es as the distinction between two different types of action. He accepts that the
speech act is the basic unit of meaning. He considers speech acts as five types of
expressive, persuasive, commitment, emotional, and declarative actions.

3-2. The necessity and reason of debate in the age of Imam Reza (a.s.)

Imam Reza (a.s.) reached the Imamate in one of the most critical periods of
Shia history. The peak of activity of deviant sects in the Shia society is the reason
for the importance of this period of history. The deviant opinions were such that
they influenced even the members of the community who were members of Bayt
al-Hikmah; Therefore, the great work of Imam (a.s.) was to prove the basis and
roots of Islam and the Shia school by participating in scientific debates and free
them from pollution and deviation, and by rejecting the false ideas of deviant
sects and proving the truth of religion, he fulfilled his basic task. Do it in the best
way.

4. Review and analysis
4-1. Using speech acts from scientific aspects in the debates of Imam Reza (a.s.)

By analyzing the text of the debates based on the speech act, one can understand
the scientific and logical dimension of the debates, which proves the knowledge
and wisdom of the Imam (a.s.); Because the Imam (a.s.) used various methods of
action and news statements to persuade the audience/audiences and make them
aware. Since Imam (a.s.) did not mention these methods specifically and in the
form of prescriptive propositions, these actions can be obtained by analyzing the
debates. The three actions of expression, purpose and effect of Austin are also
adaptable to debates, which are mentioned in the discussions.

The use of speech acts from scientific aspects in the debates of Imam Reza (a.s.)
has been done in five ways:
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1. Declarative action regarding the wisdom of Imam Reza (a.s.) to various other
sources

2. Persuasive action in inviting the other party to ask questions

3. Taking advantage of emotional and persuasive action in matching words with
the needs of the audience

4. Emotional and encouraging action of Imam Reza (a.s) by creating a free
space for the opponents

5. Citing authentic sources based on speech acts
This citation in debates has been in the form of five types of declarative actions:

1. Using declarative and persuasive action in rational reasoning for action state-
ments

2. Taking advantage of action statements in reasoning about the common prin-
ciples of religions

3. Declarative action, using simile, comparison, and allegory for expressive,
purposeful, and effective actions.

4. Demonstrating a declarative action using the example and history of the past

5. Declarative action in logical comparison in answering scientific topics

4-2. Ethical strategies of Imam Reza (a.s.) in debates in the form of Speech
acts

Searle’s speech acts include five types of declarative, persuasive, obligatory,
emotional, and declarative actions.

The moral strategies of Imam Reza (a.s.) are explained in the form of speech
acts in six cases.

1. Gentleness and softness in dealing with the other party based on emotional
and persuasive actions

2. Paying attention to the debate party’s question and answer based on emotion-
al and persuasive action

3. Persuading the other party to accept the right based on expressive and emo-
tional action

4. Imam Reza’s (a.s.) declarative and committed action in matching science
and practice

5. Expressive and emotional action of Imam Reza (a.s.) in having Sa’ah al-Sadr
6. Acknowledgment by the debater with philosophical and logical arguments
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based on declarative, declarative, and persuasive action.

5. Conclusion

Examining the statements of Imam Reza (a.s.) in the discussed debates shows
that his statements have led to an effective action; In other words, even the ex-
traction of Searle’s five actions from the debates of His Holiness took place at the
same time as two expressive and purposeful actions, and it ended in an impact
action, and it affected the audience or audiences.

The study and analysis of Imam Reza’s debate (a.s.) show that he was aware
of the five actions of Searle’s model in his scientific debates and discussions and
used them in his place.

Finally, it should be said that Imam (a.s.) considered three acts of expression,
purpose and effect; In such a way that by generalizing to other debates, it can be
said that effective action was the result of most of the debates and discussions of
Imam Reza (a.s.).
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1. Expressive Act
2. Declaration Act
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