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Eulogies for the Ahl al-Bayt (PBUH), particularly in praise of Imam Reza
(PBUH), have a long tradition in Persian literature, with prominent poets like
Sanai Ghaznavi, Khagani Shirvani, and Jami having produced notable works
in this genre. One of the most renowned eulogies dedicated to Imam Reza
(PBUH) is an ode composed by Khaled Nagshbandi Shahrzuri, a celebrated
figure of 12th-century literature and mysticism, during his pilgrimage to Mash-
had. This ode gained widespread acceptance from the time of its creation.
This study first presents a brief overview of the poet’s life and works. Then,
using a descriptive-analytical method based on the criteria of layered stylistics,
the ode is analyzed across five layers: phonetic, lexical, syntactic, rhetorical,
and ideological. By identifying prominent and frequent features, the study ex-
plains the stylistic distinctiveness and the connections between the text’s form
and content.

The findings suggest that the following elements play the most significant role
in the ode’s stylistic prominence: the prosodic meter in the phonetic layer; re-
ligious lexicon and combinations in the lexical layer; the passive voice in the
syntactic layer; rhetorical questions in the rhetorical layer; and content based
on fundamental religious concepts in the ideological layer.

Imam Reza (PBUH), Eulogy, Khaled Nagshbandi, Layered Stylistics.
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Introduction

Devotion and admiration for the exalted character of Imam Reza (PBUH) are
not limited to his Shia followers. Among them, scholars and men of letters have
bowed their heads in sincerity before his spiritual persona by composing poems
and eulogies. As the radiant countenance of the eighth Imam (PBUH) inspires
every person of taste to strive for creating valuable literary works, numerous
poets have endeavored to present the virtues and merits of this divine figure.
While depicting his physical and spiritual attributes in the form of poetry, they
have also reflected the oppression and rightful claim of the Imam (PBUH) in
their verses. Therefore, it can be concluded that composing panegyrics for Imam
Reza (PBUH), besides expressing feelings of devotion and love for him, has also
served as a means of defending his Imamate and guardianship.

Among these insightful and eloquent individuals is Khalid Shahrzuri, the mas-
ter of the Nagshbandi Sufi order. While traveling to India to seek knowledge
from Shah Abdullah Dehlawi, he was profoundly touched by the aura of Imam
Reza’s (PBUH) shrine in Mashhad. Inspired by this experience, he composed a
magnificent ode in praise of the Imam’s personality and holy shrine, seeking his
blessings. This ode, considered one of the most beautiful panegyrics centered
on Imam Reza (PBUH) and currently adorning his shrine, has been praised by
connoisseurs but has not yet been examined from a stylistic perspective.

This article begins with a brief biography of Sheikh Khalid Nagshbandi and
presents his ode, explaining the circumstances surrounding its composition. Sub-
sequently, employing a descriptive-analytical approach within the framework of
layered stylistics, we delve into the stylistic features of the poem across its five
layers.

Khalid Nagshbandi was a prominent figure in the Naqshbandi Sufi order. He
was born in 1193 AH in the town of Qara Dagh (present-day Sulaymaniyabh,
Iraq). He received his early education from his father, Ahmad ibn Hussain, and
later traveled to Sulaymaniyah to continue his studies.

The year 1222 A.H marked a turning point in the spiritual life of this Sufi, who
was deeply devoted to the Ahl al-Bayt. While en route to India, he had the oppor-
tunity to visit the holy shrine of Imam Reza (PBUH) in Mashhad. Deeply moved
by the sacred aura of Imam, he composed a remarkably beautiful and valuable
ode, the stylistic features of which constitute the primary focus of this study.
This panegyric, composed in the form of a relatively long gasida, embodies pro-
found mystical concepts such as seeking intercession from the Infallible Imams
(PBUT). It is particularly noteworthy because its author was a renowned Sunni
scholar. Khalid Nagshbandi’s eulogistic qasida, addressed to the holy presence
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of Imam Reza (PBUH), possesses numerous aesthetic merits that place it among
the finest examples of religious poetry.

Numerous pieces of evidence indicate that, according to the criteria and char-
acteristics of traditional stylistics, Khaled Naqgshbandi is a poet of the Return
period. His odes sometimes resemble the style of the Seljuk period and the Iraqi
style, replete with literary devices, especially allusions. At other times, they lean
towards the Khorasan style, characterized by simplicity and minimal use of liter-
ary devices and figures of speech. However, most of his imitations are from poets
of the Iraqi style, and the themes of his poetry revolve mainly around the virtues
of the Prophet of Islam (PBUH), love, and mysticism.

In layered stylistics, the relationship between form and content in a text is con-
sidered a significant topic. This approach emphasizes identifying the structure
and meaning of different layers within a text, viewing a literary and artistic work
as a systematic system. In this system, all elements are interconnected as layers.
To better understand these connections, the analyst must identify the patterns and
roles of each layer, providing an in-depth analysis of the text. The writer’s art and
skill are evident in each layer individually and in how they harmonize with the
overall text and content. In this method, the obtained frequencies are accompa-
nied by meaningful analysis, revealing the connections between elements, text,
and context. Consequently, alongside a precise analysis of the work’s aesthetics,
its stylistic prominences also become apparent. With this introduction, to achieve
the mentioned objectives, the style-forming factors in the studied ode are exam-
ined under five layers: phonetic, lexical, syntactic, rhetorical, and ideological.

The phonetic analysis of style considers the sound patterns and pronunciation
style in spoken and written language. In the studied ode, the phonetic character-
ization is directly related to its prosodic meter.This meter is suitable for express-
ing mystical and spiritual concepts and aligns perfectly with the celestial atmo-
sphere of the poet’s mind, overwhelmed by awe and wonder upon witnessing the
shrine of Imam Reza (PBUH). Another advantage of this poem at this layer is the
elevation of the tone in the opening verse through the use of rhetorical questions.

In Khaled Nagshbandi’s poetry, numerous marked words appear with a fre-
quency characteristic of the “Ayini” style (religious poetry). Furthermore, the
poet utilizes concrete and tangible words to convey abstract concepts. These
words, related to pilgrimage, the epithet “Shams al-Shumus” (Sun of Suns), and
the Infallible Imams (PBUH), contribute to the stylistic identity of the studied
ode.

One of the most significant criteria in literary aesthetics is the creative power
and ingenuity of poets in crafting words and novel combinations. The poet’s
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utilization of fresh combinations elevates the poem, distinguishing it from others
and fostering stylistic distinctiveness. In the studied ode, one can observe novel
combinations such as “Nubavah-ye Hadiqa” (literally, “the newborn of the gar-
den”) instead of “fruit and result”; “Khwabgah” (literally, “sleeping quarters”)
instead of “tomb”; and *“ zahr dadeh” (literally, “given poison”) instead of “poi-
soned.”

Syntactic structures reflect the writer’s perspective and mindset. By examining
syntactic variables, one can gain considerable insight into the creator’s mental
characteristics. The use of compound sentences, which creates a form of rhetori-
cal amplification, stems from the poet’s descriptive mindset. In the second half of
the ode, leading up to the “Takhallus” (pen name verse), we encounter fourteen
verses with suspended meaning (Mogof-ol-Ma’ani), forming a single, lengthy
sentence. Within this structure, the poet beautifully describes the attributes of the
fourteen Infallibles (PBUH) in each verse. The tense of the ode’s verses is entire-
ly in the present, signifying the poet’s heartfelt closeness and mental conviction
in the expressed themes.

At the rhetorical layer, the employment of figures of speech such as metaphor-
ical attribution (personification), conscious ignorance (Tajahul-i A’rif), simile,
metaphor, and allusion serves to express the poet’s awe in the presence of the
holy shrine of Imam Reza (PBUH) and reveals his religious and devotional
mindset.

In each examined layer, stylistic prominence and distinctiveness contribute to
elucidating the poem’s ideological layer. Khaled Nagshbandi utilizes the full ca-
pacity of Persian language and literary devices to emphasize his religious beliefs
and convictions.

The findings of this analysis indicate that, both quantitatively and qualitatively,
the lexical layer plays a more significant role in stylistic distinctiveness than other
layers. By meticulously selecting epithets and descriptions related to Imam Reza
(PBUH), alongside artful allusions to the attributes of other Infallible Imams
(PBUH), the poet expresses emotions and sentiments indicative of love for the
Ahl al-Bayt (PBUH) while elucidating a worldview founded upon the universal
guardianship of the Infallible Imams (PBUH).
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