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Introduction

In his critical discourse approach, which is the basis of our analysis in this
article, Norman Fairclough has used the theory of a number of critical social the-
orists such as Foucault’s discourse order and Gramsci’s hegemony. According to
him, discourse analysis is divided into three levels: description level: discourse
as a text (including linguistic analysis in the form of vocabulary, grammar, pho-
netic system and coherence at the higher level of the sentence); The level of
interpretation: discourse as an interaction between the process of text production
and interpretation (discussion of the production and consumption of texts) and
the level of explanation: discourse as social contexts.Critical discourse analysis
is a new approach in discourse analysis that has been used in a wide range of
researches in the fields of literature and psychology in recent decades. In this
approach, discourse is not only a constructive phenomenon, but also a product of
other phenomena. The central point in this type of analysis is that discourse is an
important type of social practice that reproduces and changes knowledge, iden-
tities and social relations, including power relations, and at the same time, other
social structures shape it. Although the approach of critical discourse analysis
has the relationship between language, power, ideology and discourse in media
texts and socio-political issues as the first priority of its agenda, but if we accept
that everything related to spoken and written language is included in the field of
discourse analysis, then we can He analyzed and interpreted the oral and written
literature of the nations in the framework of critical discourse analysis and lin-
guistic criticism, and identified and introduced the individual and period style of
Persian literature with a critical view.According to the above discourse theory
and due to the investigation of the underlying lexical and conceptual layers in
the debates of Imam Reza (AS), in this research we will investigate these debates
based on the model of Farklaf’s critical discourse and we will try to examine the
lexical coherence in the speech. Razavi, in the above debates, based on Faircliff’s
theory, let’s analyze the linguistic and interdiscursive tools of that Prophet to
prove his thoughts and ideas.

Description stage

The description level means understanding the text within the context of the
text and the logical connection between words and meaning. At this stage, the
text is examined separately from other texts and the background and social sit-
uation. The set of formal features that are found in a text can be considered as
specific choices among the options related to existing vocabulary and grammar
that the text uses. Based on this, description is the concept of knowing the text
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and expressions in the context of the text and trying to find the logical connection
between the words and the coexistence between the words. To analyze a text, it
should be noted that the issue of the message plays a fundamental role in choos-
ing the language type. Every topic inevitably requires a specific language type.
The speaker knows which type to choose in connection with which subject and
knows how to include his feelings and moods in relation to the listener in his set
of linguistic elements. He recognizes where and what language facilities to use
to make the most impact. This level is actually the examination of the external
context of the text from the perspective of structuralism and linguistics.

level of interpretation

Fairclough believes that the priority of interdiscourse relations and intertextual
relations of each discourse procedure is defined through relationships with oth-
er discourse procedures and relies on other discourse procedures in a complex
way. This level of discourse is a context in which three stages (text, interaction
between the stage of production and interpretation, and social context) are exam-
ined and analyzed. In other words, in the interpretation, the intertextual context
depends on which collection the text belongs to and what we read as common
ground among the participants. The acceptance of the intertextual context de-
pends on looking at the discourses of the texts through the lens of the historical
perspective. The value of the textual features is only by entering them in the
social interaction, which finds a real aspect; Therefore, only dealing with the text
is not enough. Accordingly, texts are produced and interpreted based on presup-
positions that value textual features. In interpreting the text, a combination of
the contents of the text and the mentality (knowledge of the context) of the inter-
preter is used. According to Fairclough, the interpretive realms of the context of
the text, such as intertextual contexts, correspond to prior awarenesses, such as
social orders and historical interaction.

Explanation stage

At this stage, the analyst analyzes the text as a part of the process of social
struggle in the context of power relations. According to what was examined in
the two stages of description and interpretation in the debates and dialogues of
Imam Reza (a.s.), the most important points of the speech of that Imam (a.s.) can
be explained as follows: Emphasis on religious matters and Islamic monotheism.
Respecting different thoughts and religions while violating their reasons. Refer-
ring to all kinds of intellectual, cultural and social deviations of the parties of the
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debate. Presenting ways of reforming society in various fields.

Conclusion

The debates of Imam Reza (a.s.) are full of political, religious and social themes,
which Imam (a.s.) has eloquently expressed in various conditions of the time, to
inform and guide people towards truth and justice.Discourse analysis is the result
of the interaction of linguistic and non-linguistic, intellectual, cultural and ideo-
logical interaction or confrontation, which analyzes the inner layers of the text to
reach its deep meanings. In this article, attention was paid to three levels in the
structural and linguistic analysis of Razavi’s debates: description (including lin-
guistic analysis in the form of vocabulary, grammar, phonetic system and coher-
ence at the higher level of the sentence); Tafsir (discussion of the production and
consumption of texts) and explanation (social and ideological factors).Razavi’s
debates and discussions are among the best and most beautiful historical debates,
which have explained and analyzed many religious principles and teachings with
solid and certain arguments and reasons. These debates are texts compatible with
the Fairclough model in critical discourse, whose analysis at the three levels of
this model has resulted in the following results: In the stage of describing the
Imam (a.s.) by choosing words suitable to the sides of the debate, he tried to
express and understand his desired meanings in the best way.In the instructional
part, relying on negative interrogatives, he criticized deviant thoughts and made
the audience of his conversation to think about the current situation. As it relies
on the brevity of Qasr as the ruling style of sermons; The time situation requires
using brevity; Because the goal of Imam (AS) was to change and explain the
religious, political and social situation of the time.Since in the shadow of the rul-
ing power of the society (Abbasids), a wide range of intellectual deviations had
arisen, the speech governing the words of the Imam (a.s.) in the debates was an
attempt to invalidate these intellectual deviations; Therefore, the interpretation
part shows that Imam (a.s.) tried to reform the society by relying on the style
and themes of the Qur’an. In the explanation stage, as a reproduction of the two
stages before the critical discourse analysis, Razavi’s debates show the political,
social and religious deviations of the time.
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