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The sale of dogs is one of the long-lasting arguments in juris-
prudents’ books. Since arguments center round narratives ap-
parently authorizing dog sale for “hunting” purposes, renowned
early jurisprudents argue that the sale of non-hunting dogs is not
permissible. Some others, like Sheikh Mofid, have confined the
sale of hunting dogs to Saluki breed. On the contrary, delving into
narratives and evidences, later jurisprudents conclude that the
word “hunting” attributes to all dog breeds with intended legiti-
mate use. One of the jurisprudential initiatives of Imam Khomeini
concerns the hunting dogs. Scrutinizing narratives and opinions,
he argues that all dogs with intended legitimate use may be in-
cluded in “hunting breeds” and the validity of dog sale depends
upon hunting purpose. This research study reviews opinions of
early jurisprudents and analyzes Imam Khomeini’s Viewpoints in
detail, as well as evidences supporting his opinion and concludes
that the pivotal theme of the narratives concerns the “training
of dogs”; therefore, the sale of any dog trained for intended le-
gitimate use is permissible and “hunting” in an instance of such
training.
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Introduction

The issue of transaction of dog has been discussed and studied by Islamic jurisprudents for cen-
turies. The early Imamiyyah jurisprudents, like Sheikh Mofid, have permitted only the sale of
“Saluki” hunting dogs and have excluded only “Saluki hunting dog” from the mentioned decree
of impermissibility. The jurisprudents after Sheikh Mofid have also raised this issue and a part
of the discussion of impermissible businesses has been devoted to this subject. Apart from this
viewpoint, which is considered as a unique or rare decree, two viewpoints prevailed among the
early jurisprudents. The famous decree of the early Imamiyyah jurisprudents only permitted
the transaction of the hunting dog, and, the trading of all other breeds of dogs is impermissible
according to this group of jurisprudents. The opinion of another group of jurisprudents is that it
is permissible to sell dogs that have permissible benefits, although the early jurisprudents have
mentioned only livestock guardian dogs and watchdogs (guarding the farm and house) among
this group of dogs. However, the result of the opinion of this group of jurisprudents is the per-
missibility of trade of all breeds of dogs that have permissible benefit.

This article studies and classifies different viewpoints of Imamiyyah jurisprudents and focuses
on the viewpoints of Imam Khomeini, because one of his prominent jurisprudential innovations
in this field is the precise analysis of traditions related to the sale of dogs. He has concluded that
all dogs having permissible benefit can be included within the category of the title “hunting”
mentioned in the traditions. The main criterion for the validity of the sale is the feature of hunt-
ing. This research, after studying and analyzing Imam Khomeini’s viewpoints, supports another
probability that he has put forth and states that the title “hunting” is irrelevant and in the light of
the verse about the prey of the trained dog, the traditions on hunting and slaughtered animals,
the traditions on Saluki dogs and the examination of various statements mentioned by the juris-
prudents in different chapters, the title ‘training’” has a central role regarding the permissible
benefits, and, the “hunting” itself is one of the referents of training, and, the sale of any dog that is
trained for the rational permissible benefits is included within the traditions permitting its trade.

Literature Review

The issue of selling dogs has drawn the attention of the Imamiyyah jurisprudents since old times
and many jurisprudential books have dealt with it. However, few works have precisely analyzed
the traditions related to “hunting dogs”. In the previous literature, the jurisprudents have dis-
cussed the prohibited transactions in the chapter on impermissible businesses and have mostly
proved the permissibility of the sale of dogs that have a rational benefit based on proofs other
than the traditions. What distinguishes the present research is the special emphasis on Imam
Khomeini’s interpretation of these traditions, and, given the connotation of these traditions, he
presents an interpretation that the permissibility includes all the dogs that have a rational benefit.

Research Method

Descriptive-analytical method has been employed for the present research and the necessary
data was collected from library sources, which included reliable jurisprudental sources, tradi-
tions and sources on principles of juirsprudence. Attempts have been made to accurately explain
and evaluate the viewpoints of Imam Khomeini in this field, while examining and analyzing the
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traditions related to “hunting dog”. The research process includes identification and extraction of
related traditions, examination of the authenticy of their source and content, their compatibility
with jurisprudential principles, and analysis of Imam Khomeini’s theoretical principles. Also,
comparative method has been used to evaluate the differences and similarities between Imam
Khomeini’s viewpoints and other jurisprudential opinions in order to better clarify the connota-
tions of the traditions and their place in the jurisprudential system.

Results

After studying the traditions on dog trading, it became clear that the traditions have limited the
permission to the hunting dog; on this basis, the famous early jurisprudents also maintained
that the transaction permission was limited to the hunting dog. After studying the traditions
and statements mentioned by different jurisprudents in different chapters, in was concluded that
according to the criterion of the permissible benefit, the transaction of any dog that has permis-
sible benefit is permitted, although the famous argument of the later jurisprudents is limited to
the three groups of dogs, and, in the explanation of the traditions, it was stated that according to
this viewpoint, limitation of the traditions to permissibility of hunting dog is just an example and
refers to any dog that has rational permissible benefit.

One of Imam Khomeini’s jurisprudential initiatives is that he carefully studied the traditions on
hunting and in accordance with his interpretation of hunting, he categorized other beneficial
dogs, like the three dogs, as hunting dogs, and permitted the transaction of any dog that has the
feature of hunting. But in the process of the research, another possibility that he had raised was
strengthened and it became clear that the title “hunting” is irrelevant and in the light of the verse
about the prey of the trained dog, the traditions on hunting and slaughtered animals, the tradi-
tions on Saluki dogs and the examination of various statements mentioned by the jurisprudents
in different chapters, the title ‘training’ has a central role regarding the permissible benefits, and,
the hunting itself is one of the referents of training, and, the sale of any dog that is trained for the
rational permissible benefits is included within the traditions permitting its trade.
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