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Abstract

Today's cognitive linguistics does not consider metaphor an aesthetic device with a literary
application, but it is a means that crystallizes human thought and depicts abstract concepts.
Nahj al-Balagha, as the brother of the Quran, is full of abstract concepts that are coherent
in terms of content and words, and there is discourse interaction between them. Therefore,
by using the theory of conceptual metaphor, we can get a better understanding of the
speaker's thoughts. The directional metaphor, as a conceptual metaphor, conceptualizes
abstract concepts in the form of six directions which are rooted in the experience and culture
of the native speakers on the one hand, and depict abstract concepts on the other. This
research aims to investigate the semantic role of the six directions in the wisdoms of Nahj
al-Balagha using the analytical-descriptive method based on the theory of conceptual
metaphor. Accordingly, it makes the innovative concepts of the destination clearer by using
the concepts of the source. The research seeks to answer the question, "How do directional
metaphors show the abstract concepts of Nahj al-Balagha's wisdoms?" In conclusion, it
indicates that the signs including migration, death, and becoming a chaste angel and the
signs including desire, and journey to the afterlife are conceptualized with near and far
metaphors. Also, transcendental meanings such as science with action, blind eye, and Islam
are depicted with high and highest metaphors and decadent meanings such as lack of heart
preparation and not leaving an inheritance have come with the metaphor of turning away.
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